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Next year in Jerusalem 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
The cry goes up: “next year in Jerusalem!” At the 
end of the Passover meal, with stomachs full and 
hearts glad, all together express their highest 
hope: next year in Jerusalem! Passover is a great 
day of celebration: the rejoicing is real, but not 
complete. Completeness will only come when all 
can be fully at home, and fully together. That 
shout also conveys the spiritual truth that we are 
only complete when we are fully in communion 
with each other and with God. ‘Jerusalem’ is both 
a real city and also a potent symbol: a utopia of 
peace and wholeness (which is the root meaning 
of ‘shalom’). 
 
We are familiar with incomplete celebration. On the first Easter Day, something radically different 
happened; awesome new possibilities were opened up. Yet all the resurrection stories show that the 
disciples remained beset with fear and anxiety; the journey to full understanding was long and slow. For 
us, each Easter Day is similar: full of joy, yet with the promise of ‘more to come’. With the benefit of 
hindsight, we can proclaim that death is overcome, and the power of God is made known in fresh ways. 
But, as yet, we only experience the first fruits – not the whole harvest. In all his healing, teaching and 
parables, Jesus paints a picture of the Kingdom of God: what a whole, rich, inspired, full life can really be 
like. The Kingdom of God begins in Jesus – but there is more to come, as we follow suit.  The Kingdom is 
“already” and “not yet”. 
 
All this is relevant as I look forward to seeing many familiar faces in church on Easter Day. I am thrilled that 
this day will be a new beginning. I also know that it will only feel complete when all are able to be together, 
when all can receive both bread and wine, when all our voices can sing out fully with God’s praise. Over the 
last 12 months, we may have felt deprived because we have been separated in worship from what we hold 
dear: each other, Communion, and singing. For some, this has been a deeply painful experience. Sunday by 
Sunday, as I receive the bread, I feel incomplete as you are not with me, sharing in bread and wine 
together. We will continue to do all we can to hold together those at home and those in church. 
 
We have suffered this pandemic; the people of Israel suffered the Exile. Around 600 BC, their land was 
invaded, and the vast majority of them were deported to a foreign land. Some prophets said that, within a 
year or two, they would be back home – because God would not let them down. Jeremiah disagreed, 
calling these people ‘false prophets’. Jeremiah warned that it would take at least a generation – indeed, 70 
years – because in that time, the people had to learn once again what it was to be faithful, loyal, 
respectful, and show justice to all. 
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While in the exile, they had to find new ways of sustaining their life and keeping their identity, in a harsh 
context, just when they were separated from much that they had held dear. All this may sound familiar to 
us now. If we are to come back better and stronger, we need to revisit what is required so that all can 
experience justice, inclusion, and wholeness. “Next year in Jerusalem” is also said at the end of worship on 
Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement). A return from exile requires change. 
 
So, Easter Day is the beginning of a new season. In Jesus’s resurrection, we see a sign of what life can be, in 
the midst of a sometimes harsh reality. We live resurrection as we find confidence in God’s power to 
change, forgive, restore and renew. At this new beginning, we will consider once again all we can do to 
hold together those at home and those in church, as we are all the body of Christ. 
 
– Robert 
 
 

Open for prayer and reflection 
 

Holy Trinity • 10am to 12noon 
Thursday 1st April, Saturday 3rd April 
 
St Mary’s • 12:30 to 3:30pm 
up to and including Good Friday alongside the Easter Pathway, 
pictured to the left. 

 
Worship 
 
Singing is now allowed in worship – by choirs only; congregational singing will follow, by late May, we 
hope. The regulations have only just changed. We don’t know exact details of what is possible – but listen 
carefully. Music is coming near! 
 
Details for worship during Holy Week are given below. If you would like to receive Communion on your 
doorstep during Holy Week, please let us know.  
 
And after Holy Week, let's take a breather… We will be taking the week after Easter as quietly as we can. 
There will be no Daily Prayer on Easter Monday 5th April. The office will be shut, though emails and phone 
message will be received. Thank you for your support and consideration 
 
 

 
To receive Zoom links and service sheets by email subscribe to our newsletter  

or contact office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk | 01483 567716 

You can also watch our services (LS) Livestream on the HTSM YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/c/HTSMGuildford 

 
If there is news that we should know, please pass it on: 

Rev Robert Cotton rector@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 575489 
Rev Tom Pote curate@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 511725 
Parish Office office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 567716 
Please make sure we have up to date contact details for you. 
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