
How are the charities we support through our Outward Giving coping 

during the pandemic? Today we look at Oakleaf Enterprise and The 

Nazareth Way. 

 

Oakleaf Enterprise and 

The Nazareth Way 

 

We are Oakleaf Enterprise (www.oakleaf-enterprise.org), a mental health charity 

based in Guildford, working to improve the lives of people managing mental ill 

health in Surrey. Our charity provides three main pillars of support to help adults, 

aged 16–67, overcome huge barriers. These include work-related training, wellbeing 

activities and counselling services, which provide our clients with the skills, support 

and confidence needed to return to the workplace.  

Oakleaf is working around the clock to ensure that everyone can access support 

online and over the phone during these difficult times. We are currently providing 

daily online wellbeing activities via Zoom, including mindfulness, yoga, art therapy 

and home workouts and we are beginning to safely resume face-to-face activities, 

starting with football sessions and our very own walking group! In addition, Client 

Services are offering 30-minute sessions on the phone. These can be used as a catch-

up chat, or to give advice on how to maintain wellbeing whilst at home, as well as to 

provide information about local support available for those in need of extra help. 

 

John, an Oakleaf client, says: ‘I had only just started with Oakleaf when the lockdown 

commenced, so as you can imagine it left me stranded and very isolated. I am doing 

a range of different courses through Oakleaf and I am thankful for all of their time, 

kindness, help and support. Every class and member of staff has shown so much 

commitment to help and understand every one of us, including myself. These classes 

have also given me a reason to get out of bed and provided me with a real drive and 

daily structure.’ 

http://www.oakleaf-enterprise.org/


Yet with many funding streams vanishing, our financial security is at risk. So, to raise 

much-needed funds, we have also been hosting virtual fundraising events, consisting 

of quizzes, sporting events and even a festival! We are incredibly grateful for the 

ongoing generous support of Holy Trinity and St Mary’s churches, including a recent 

£500 donation, which has enabled us to continue delivering our remote support to 

hundreds of vulnerable clients. Without the help of our supporters, none of this 

would be possible. 

Enya Galway, Digital Marketing Officer, Oakleaf Enterprise 

July 2020 

********************************* 

 

The Nazareth Way (thenazarethway.org.uk) supports the work of the Chaplaincy 

team at HMP Send, our local women’s prison. 

Life in our prisons has been very different during these past months. The women 

have been spending 23 hours of each day locked in their cells with no visits from 

families or friends. Courses and training have ceased and only a few of the women 

have been working in areas such as the kitchens. The majority of prison volunteers, 

including those in the Chaplaincy, have not been able to go into the prison. 

The team of Chaplains have spent each day on the wings supporting both the 

women and the staff, positive mental wellbeing being of paramount importance. 

Nazareth Way funds have been being used in new ways. Funds have been given to 

the prison to ensure that every woman has a CD player in their cell and CDs have 

been available on loan. Each week the Chaplaincy makes a CD of worship recorded in 

the Chapel. Copies of this are regularly requested by a third of the prison residents 

and they are delivered together with study notes to accompany the weekly Bible 

readings. A community newsletter is put together by the Chaplaincy twice a week 

and is delivered to every cell. It includes messages, greetings, jokes and bits of news. 

There has been no new intake during lockdown but the women who reach their day 

of release have still been leaving the prison. The Nazareth Way has continued to 

support these women, where eligible, with additional grants so that they can buy 

items such as clothes and household goods. 

The trustees of The Nazareth Way are well aware that there are reduced demands 

on the charities funds, unlike the experience of some charities where demand has 

increased phenomenally. In response to this the trustees suggested that Holy Trinity 

and St Mary’s divert their gift this year to another local charity where the need was 

greater. 

The Nazareth Way and the Chaplaincy team at HMP Send continue to value the 

prayer support given by members of HTSM and send their grateful thanks. 

Jan Hancock – Parish Friend 

July 2020 

http://thenazarethway.org.uk/

