
  

Being an Eco Church 
 
The Holy Trinity Eco Group is currently looking at all the ways we can reduce our collective 
carbon footprint, for example, by making our buildings more energy efficient.  Being a 
member of Eco Church inspires us to do more such as encouraging wildlife in the 
churchyard, ensuring that caring for God’s earth is a teaching theme in our youth work, 
acting as a witness within the wider community of Guildford to demonstrate the need to 
value God’s earth. Here are some examples of what we are doing at Holy Trinity Church. 

 
 

Buildings and the Churchyard 
  
Holy Trinity Church and the Trinity Centre 
 
Being a Grade I Listed Church, we are restricted in the things we can change. But where we 
are able to make a difference, we do:  
  

1. Every time lights or fitting need replacing, we have used LED bulbs. Now all our 
lighting use LEDs including the two nave chandeliers. 

 
2. We have cleaned out all the wall mounted radiators, removing many years of dust 

and other material.  They are now far more effective and efficient. 
 

3. We have replaced the pump system to the boiler unit with a powerful, but lower 
energy industrial pump. 

 
4. When we replaced the half-conical roof over the Apsidal east end, we were able to 

improve the thermal insulation. 
 

5. In the flat ceiling void, we have been able to insulate the ceiling, above current 
Building Regulation standards. 

 
6. For the first time, we now have a timeclock-controlled thermostat, both for the heat 

from the boiler, and the temperature inside of the nave.  
 

7. By totally over-hauling, mostly replacing, and significantly enlarging for climate 
change events, the Georgian & Victorian external roof drainage system and down-
pipes. For the first time in over a century, the internal walls are now dry.  

 
8. We have started to install double-glazed windows in the Trinity Centre, replacing the 

old and poorly fitting metal framed windows. 
  
These changes together have resulted in a significant reduction in energy use, particularly 
during the shoulders of the year (spring & autumn). 
 
 



  

Holy Trinity Churchyard 
 

Being protected from any kind of development 
over the centuries, churchyards such as at Holy 
Trinity have been able to protect and nurture 
their biodiversity resources in harmony with 
their original purpose for burial. 
 
Churchyards in towns are obvious refuges for 
wildlife in an environment largely lacking in 
habitats that would provide food and shelter. 
Holy Trinity Churchyard is such a place and is 
managed with sympathy and understanding for 
wildlife, as well as looking well-cared for and 
attractive to the congregation, the residents of 
Guildford and visitors. Holy Trinity churchyard is: 
 

1. a sacred space holding mortal remains 
2. a place of respect and commemoration for the departed 
3. an historic place 
4. a space of reflection, beauty and restoration 
5. a haven for grasses, wildflowers, trees, birds, butterflies and other wildlife 
6. an expression of the parish’s environmental priorities 
7. an occasional setting for the work of Junior Church, Trinity Breakfast Club, Café Club 

the Brownies and Guides 
8. a place that provides a feeling of welcome and a safe and easy access to the church 

buildings and to the graves 
 
In order to conserve this special space we have written a Management Plan that lays out 
guidelines for the way we manage this important green space so that it can fulfil all these 
purposes. We are grateful to Guildford Borough Council who support us through their Parks 
and Gardens Department. 

 

Telling the story 
 

We have recently installed 
two interpretive panels – one 
alongside the footpath on the 
western side of the 
churchyard, and the other 
overlooking the garden and 
the High Street. These panels 
not only tell the story of the rich heritage of Holy Trinity Church and the churchyard, but 
also what we are doing now as members of Eco Church to not only encourage wildlife, but is 
how it is used by our youth groups to appreciate nature. 
  



  

The Churchyard Group 
 

Over the last few years an enthusiastic group of volunteers have been looking after the 
churchyard and managing it in a way that protects and encourages wildlife. The group meet 
every month or two to cut back vegetation that is inappropriate or getting out of hand, 
weeding or planting shrubs and flowers that encourage bees and other wildlife. 
 
We recently completed a survey of wildlife in the churchyard. This is what we found: 
 

 
 

This is an ongoing survey and will be added to throughout the year. 
  



  

Holy Trinity Garden and the children of Sandfield School  
 

The historic steps which lead down from the 
church onto the High Street and the garden area 
have historically been an important backdrop to 
most of the significant civic events in Guildford’s 
history.  Building on our excellent relationship 
with the teachers and children of Sandfield 
School, we invited two groups of Year 2 children 
from Sandfield School to visit Holy Trinity Church 
after school to give the flower bed a ‘make-over’ 
and do some planting.  

 
This will not only significantly improve 
the appearance of the front of the 
church but will also send out a sign that 
this is a loved and cared for space.  We 
have tried to plant shrubs that will 
encourage wildlife, and so contribute to 
our Eco Church project. 
 
 

Youth work 
 

Pippa Mitchell (youth@holytrinityguildford.org.uk), the Children and Families Co-ordinator, 
organises a Café Club for 12 - 15-year-olds after school one day a week. This group discusses 
a wide range of social and environmental issues. Since the pandemic the Café Club has been 
meeting on Zoom and the students have discussed what they thought of various ecological 
projects they had read about (e.g., rewilding etc); whether emissions targets etc were soon 
enough; and the impact of the lockdown on nature.  
 

Junior Church (3 – 7 years) and 
the Trinity Breakfast Club (+ 8 
years) which meet on Sunday 
mornings engage in 
environmental activities, 
amongst others. For several 
years when the weather is 
good, they have sessions 
outdoors in the churchyard. 
  

mailto:youth@holytrinityguildford.org.uk


  

“One of our main themes for our Joint Worship session at the beginning of every 
Sunday morning session is ‘Ways to Pray'.  Several times a year we take blankets out 
into the churchyard and all lie on our backs under the trees and pray together looking 
up into the branches and the sky.  We thank God for his creation and list some of the 
things we love in nature and enjoy doing outdoors.  We talk about how we are just 
part of God’s creation along with the oceans and animals and plants and how we 
must not forget that in God’s eyes all living things are important.  This leads to 
discussion about our responsibility to take care of God’s earth and how we can do 
this (litter picking, especially on the beach, recycling, not wasting food, trying to walk 
places and not take the car, by looking after our bodies – keeping fit and eating 
healthily).” 
 
“Midsummer Sausages – this is a youth pilgrimage up to St Martha’s.  We 
deliberately walk from the town to appreciate the countryside and the weather 
together and at the top we talk about the beauty around us and why we think and 
feel that it is such a special and spiritual place.” 
 

Pippa Mitchell – Children and Families Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 

Engaging with the Community 
 

The climate crisis requires all of us to act.  But it also requires us to work together as a 
group. And it’s even better when different groups can come together and share the 
expertise, enthusiasm and energy. 
 
For this reason, we are pleased to be members of the Guildford Environmental Forum 
(http://www.guildfordenvironment.org.uk). We are working with them in several ways. The 
GEF launched a swift box campaign in which householders, community groups and others 
were invited to install swift boxes on their buildings in order to attract these amazing birds 
to Guildford. We installed a swift box on the side of the tower of Holy Trinity Church. 
[picture]. As part of the Eco Groups lecture programme which is open to the public (see 
below), GEF have jointly sponsored these talks. 
 
We are also currently discussing with Zero Carbon Guildford 
(https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/  ) how we can support their work. Zero Carbon 
Guildford is creating a space for community collaboration. This space will focus on building 
resilience and adaptation, to help Guildford cope with the accelerating challenges posed by 
ecological destruction and the climate crisis.  
  

http://www.guildfordenvironment.org.uk/
https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/


  

We are supporting the local YouthStrike4ClimateGuildford group (@YouthStrike4Gfd).  We 
have encouraged the group to use Holy Trinity as a base when (pre-pandemic) they were 
holding their climate strikes on Fridays in Guildford High Street (see our website). The group 
are planning a Guildford Schools Climate Conference and workshop in September of this 
year, and we are hosting this event in the church.  
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Religion and the Environment Lecture programme  
 

Over the last few years, we have organised lectures and talks on the climate crisis, religion 
and the environment.  
 

Ian Christie 
Church and Earth: Why Ecological Crisis Matters to 
the Churches, and Why the Churches Matter for 
Environmental Action  
June 2019 
 
Formerly Deputy Director of Demos Think-Tank, 
London; Senior Fellow, Policy Studies Institute, London.  
Current appointments include Senior Lecturer, Centre 
for Environment and Sustainability, University of Surrey; 
Trustee, New Economics Foundation; WWF Fellow. Ian 

was the lead researcher and author for the Church of England’s 2009 vision and strategy for 
environmental action, Church and Earth, and is currently Environmental advisor to Church of 
England, dioceses of Guildford and Southwark. 
 
This lecture was promoted jointly with the Guildford Environmental Forum. 
 
If you would like to see Ian’s PowerPoint presentation, click here 
 
 

Mike Berners-Lee 
There is No Planet B 
October 2019 
 
Organised by Holy Trinity Church in conjunction with the Guildford Book 
Festival, Mike Berners-Lee spoke about his book There is No Planet B 
(Cambridge University Press; 1921), at a sell-out talk held at the Electric 
Theatre in Guildford. 
 
Mike Berners-Lee is professor and fellow of the Institute for Social 
Futures at Lancaster University and founder, director and principal 
consultant of Small World Consulting, based in the Lancaster 
Environment Centre at the university. His book publications are How 

Bad Are Bananas: The Carbon Footprint of Everything; The Burning Question: We Can't Burn Half the 
World's Oil, Coal and Gas.; So How Do We Quit? and There Is No Planet B: A Handbook for the Make 
or Break Years. He is an expert on carbon footprints. 
 
If you would like to hear Mike Berners-Lee talk about his book, click on this link and it will take you 
to a YouTube talk he gave for Cambridge University Press in November 2020. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtanpCbTcwc 
 
 
  

https://5482b80b-d312-431c-aa7d-9cd49638dd0a.filesusr.com/ugd/ce5e0c_5ffaeb2cb97c42bf8c6f9df49fa45223.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtanpCbTcwc


  

David Uzzell 
The Story of Ruth and Naomi:  
Hope and Responsibility and how we  
Respond to Climate Change  
 
In January 2020, David Uzzell gave a talk to the Trinity Club where he 
discussed two recently published books  
 
Klein, Naomi. 2020. 
On Fire: The Burning Case for a Green New Deal.  
Harmondsworth: Penguin Books. 
 
Valerio, Ruth. 2020. 
Saying Yes to Life. 
London: SPCK Publishing. 
 
David Uzzell is the coordinator of Holy Trinity Eco Group team. He is 
Professor Emeritus in Environmental Psychology at the University of Surrey 
and Visiting Professor at the University of A Coruña, Spain. He has lectured 
all round the world on the psychology of climate change including the 
United Nations, the EU, and the Spanish and UK governments. 
 
If you would like to read this talk, click here to download  
 

 

 

Future Talks  
 

The pandemic obviously disrupted our plans for 2020, but we are planning further lectures 
as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 

https://5482b80b-d312-431c-aa7d-9cd49638dd0a.filesusr.com/ugd/ce5e0c_f467d25e44994e6ebce06b8f72129f5f.pdf

