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16th – First lockdown in UK begins - Church buildings closed to 
the public until further notice 
18th – Pause to Pray reflections and services start on YouTube 
20th – 1st edition of HTSM’s Weekly Letter sent by email 
22nd - Mothering Sunday - The (Virtual) Girl Choristers of Holy 
Trinity sing Rutter's ‘A Clare Benediction’  

 

5th – Palm Sunday – The (Virtual) Boy Choristers of Holy Trinity 
sing Ireland's Ex Ore Innocentium • AGM by Zoom 
12th – Easter worship by Zoom • 134 HTSM parishioners sing  
‘Jesus Christ is Risen Today’ in virtual choir by Zoom 
19th – Weekly BCP Holy Communion and Said Eucharist begins 
26th – Weekly St Mary’s Church-at-home begins 
 

8th – VE Day 75th anniversary and bell ringing 
10th – Second Eucharist added to HT weekly Zoom services 
Special choral evensong marking the VE Day anniversary 
 

7th Trinity Sunday – 104 HTSM parishioners sing ‘Angel voices 
ever singing' by Zoom for Holy Trinity Church patronal festival 
15th – Holy Trinity opens for private prayer 
 

1st – More Tea, Vicar Weds at 3:30 chat with clergy by Zoom 
5th – Holy Trinity opens for in person worship 

 

Walking with God videos are introduced on YouTube channel 

 

6th – Adult choir sings again at Holy Trinity 
20th – St Mary’s Church re-opens for public worship 
Sunday evening service at HT begins in person and by Zoom  

 

10th – Tom Pote ordained priest in Holy Trinity. 11th – Tom 
presides at his First Eucharist in Holy Trinity. 18th – Tom leads 
Holy Communion at St Mary’s for the first time 

 

2nd-20th HT closed for installation of renewed AV system 
5th – Second lockdown begins until 2nd December 

 

Advent Pause to Pray videos posted 
20th – Guildford placed in Tier 4 restrictions due to pandemic 
Christmas services by Zoom, live-streamed and in person

2020 TIMELINE



2020 
Introduction 

 
 
The Weekly Letter began on 20th March 2020 with news that Anglican 
church buildings would close until further notice due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. The clergy team, church wardens, and many other 
parishioners were keen to keep in touch and support each other 
during this unsettling and challenging time. 

What had previously been a printed newsletter, distributed each week 
in church, became an e-newsletter. The parish had to learn quickly how 
to interact ‘online’ alongside telephone trees and socially distanced 
help to assist those shielding with shopping and errands.   

Church services online began with Pause to Pray and virtual choirs 
offering heartfelt and inspirational hymns that could be viewed on the 
parish’s YouTube channel. Within a few weeks of lockdown, the parish 
AGM was held by Zoom as well as Easter services. 

Holy Trinity re-opened to the public in July for ‘blended’ services: a mix 
of in person and virtual attendance. St Mary’s re-opened in September 
with it’s renewed entrance and updated interior renovation complete.   

Extra Christmas services were held for those wishing to attend in 
person and online to reach as many people as possible. With the news 
that we were going into “Tier 4” lockdown, and to provide volunteers 
with some breathing space, Church-at-home services became the 
focus after Christmas and for Epiphany.  
 
We go forward in 2021 prayerfully and hopeful in the knowledge that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God. 
 
– Rev Robert Cotton 
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20 MARCH 
Keep in Touch 

 
 
Friends, 

Warmest greetings, love and prayers to you all, in these strange times! 

Public worship suspended 

Due to the Coronavirus Covid-19 outbreak and following the advice of 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, public worship at Holy Trinity 
and St Mary's is suspended until further notice.  
  
The advice also states that churches should be open where possible. 
We are seeking to keep Holy Trinity open for prayer or a few moments 
of quiet as a sign of peace, confidence and hope for the town. Before 
going to any public place, please consult NHS advice online for 
vulnerable people, those who may have the virus, and those who 
should stay at home. 
  
Information and spiritual resources will be regularly added to the 
parish website: www.htsmguildford.org. 
  
Throughout this period, we will be following advice from the 
government and church authorities, doing neither more nor less than 
what is required to keep safe all who turn to us. 
  
Keep in touch 

It will be so good if we can keep in touch with each other. Many of you 
will be close to others within our parish. Please use these existing 
networks to strengthen friendships and pass on information. For all, 
please let me, Tom or the Parish Office know if your circumstances 
change, or there is someone you know who needs extra support. 
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Please make sure we have an up to date email and phone number for 
you (especially if you have changed either recently). These can be 
provided via the Volunteer Response Form (see link below) even if you 
are unable to volunteer at this time. 
  
Point to ponder: ‘We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the 
soul’ (Hebrews 6.19). Some of you will know the old Sunday School 
song: ‘Will your anchor hold in the storms of life?’ It has an uplifting 
tune, and a strong message - that, when storms come our way, we need 
to be well anchored, with God and each other. When the strands of 
care, hope and prayer are woven together, there is nothing that will 
uproot us from God’s love. So, although we may not be able to touch 
each other in a literal way for now, we are still held - anchored - as we 
hear and speak words of care, hope and prayer. 
  
I wonder if we might know how you are making the most of this 
situation. You are invited to post photos to our Facebook page or use 
our Twitter handle @HTSM_guildford showing what you are doing, 
books you are reading, cakes you are making - let’s see if we can enjoy 
and share the unusual! 
  
Find your resources 

When faced with unexpected challenges, it is easy to be frightened 
and confused. That’s why, sadly, there is so much panic buying. But we 
are resourceful people, and we belong to a community that has many 
resources. Make use of these - which will be good for you, and also 
give you something to resource others. 
  
We will continue to post Pause to pray content on our parish website, 
Facebook page and Twitter account. Use this - perhaps light a candle 
before you do so, and direct others to this resource. Within 24 hours of 
posting the first one, we received over 100 views and many favourable 
comments. Also, we will be finding other ways of keeping us together 
in spirit, including some offerings from our musicians. 
  
Point to ponder: I am sure many will be feeling unprepared to face this 
current situation. So, consider what happened to David (see 1 Samuel 
17). When he was called to fight Goliath, he was told by God to use the 

HTSM Weekly Letter 2020  |  4

https://htsmguildford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11402c0b7af849816d8962ef7&id=c580698857&e=6802d16703
https://htsmguildford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11402c0b7af849816d8962ef7&id=a62acd1cb0&e=6802d16703
https://www.youtube.com/c/HTSMGuildford


skills he already had. He did not need extra armour, nor the weapons 
that others had been using. God had already been preparing him for 
this moment, without David even recognising it. You too - your life of 
faith (whether it has been for 8 or 80 years) has been the best 
preparation for what is needed now. You know how to pray, to care, to 
be calm and still, to live with uncertainty, and to display hope. This is the 
time to draw on what is already there. Your character of kindness and 
faith may be precisely what others need now. 
  
Volunteers needed 

In asking for help, I am not placing an obligation on any of you. Some 
of you will be self-isolating or protecting yourself in other ways - that is 
right and proper. But I know we need some help from those of you 
who can provide a listening ear or run essential errands. If you can help 
in these ways or have already been in touch with us to offer help, we 
would be very grateful if you could complete the attached form to help 
us co-ordinate things as quickly as possible. 

Self isolating 

As my wife is feeling under the weather, I am taking the precaution of 
self-isolating. I look forward to remaining in contact. I appreciate all the 
effort that is being put in to keep our parish community together and 
remain of service to our neighbourhood. 
  
Finally 

Two great Christian classics have one word in common: CS Lewis wrote 
“Surprised by Joy” and Gerard Hughes wrote “God of surprises”!  My 
hope is that we will be surprised by how much goodness is around, 
often in unexpected places.  
 
With love and prayers, 
 
Robert 
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22 MARCH 
Mothering Sunday gift 

 

What a Mothering Sunday treat!  

I never thought that something like this would be possible. Nick 
Graham, Director of Girl Choristers, has somehow brought the girls 
together remotely to produce a really special gift for Mothering 
Sunday. Whether you are a mother or not, this is for you. We belong 
together in this parish family; so please enjoy this gift. Thank you to all 
involved – and to the many acts of kindness that are being offered now.  

– Robert 
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27 MARCH 
Easter hymn challenge 

 

Friends,  

Greetings, love and prayers 
to you all! 

A verse to ponder:  
Romans 5.4 

“Endurance produces 
character, and character 
produces hope, and hope 
does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has 
been poured into our 
hearts”. 

Endurance, character, hope – three great words for our times – all of 
which God honours and delights in. 

So, let’s start with the positives 

I am deeply appreciative of the positive attitude being shown by so 
many people. Signs of gratitude, kindness and respect mean a very 
great deal. We will all be aware of how much we owe to those involved 
in health services, teachers who are still at school, and shop assistants 
who are often having to face anger and frustration. Your prayers of 
thanksgiving when you see or remember these people will only amplify 
the spiritual mood of confidence and hope. God delights in that. 

It’s not easy offering help, or accepting it. Having been self-isolating, 
our fridge was starting to get pretty empty. So I responded to a kind 
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text and asked for some shopping.  That was not easy as I was thinking: 
“But I should be the one helping others”. Yet, when that kind person 
came to the door with a shopping bag full (with some home-made 
shortbread biscuits – unasked for), she had such a look of pleasure on 
her face. I was really touched. I don’t find it easy to ask, but I am so glad 
I did. I am reminded of foot washing: in the Gospels, Jesus is shown to 
be a person who washes our feet – and allows others to care for him by 
washing his feet too. Both are gracious acts. 

You seem to be keeping in touch with each other. It is so good, during 
a time of crisis when it is easy to feel powerless, to know that you have 
the ability to make a difference. A phone call (even better than an 
email) perks both speakers up. I am working with others on 
establishing some sort of Telephone Tree so that those who may not 
otherwise be connected with a group in the parish will be in touch 
somehow. Please don’t be surprised if someone from one of our 
congregations phones you – it need only take two minutes, but it is 
good to be in touch. If there is news that I should know please pass it 
on. Please make sure we have an up to date email and phone number 
for you (especially if you have changed either recently). 

The sun is shining – both literally and metaphorically. The anthem that 
the Girl Choristers recorded is simply wonderful – and has had nearly 
5000 views. More from that sun-lit story soon.  And there will be 
another one coming on Palm Sunday (and more after that, I hope). I 
have heard other stories of surprising hope: candles in windows, 
rainbows on balconies, and clapping for our NHS carers. 

Yes, our church buildings, including the Trinity Centre are now closed, 
but (as the notice on all our doors proclaims): “Our church community 
is alive and active”. Thank you to those who have completed our 
Volunteer Response Form to support fellow parishioners. We will be in 
contact in due course as needs are identified. Some of you have asked 
about foodbanks. The collection points in both St Mary’s and Holy 
Trinity are clearly now closed, but the bins in the major supermarkets 
remain open. I know that there is a special need for gifts as the school 
“holidays” begin. 
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Much volunteering is happening within and alongside other agencies. 
It is excellent that the church is not merely trying to do its own thing. 
Noelle Coe, the Town Chaplain, wrote “You might be interested to 
know that Street Angels are not going out onto the streets at the 
moment but we are offering to do weekly phone calls to any 
vulnerable or isolated people over the age of 18 - just to check on 
them or signpost if necessary. Our Angels are also contacting SW 
Voluntary Action to see if they can be of help as they are all DBS 
checked and had Safeguarding training.” 

Spiritual resources 

We will keep posting “Pause to pray” on the parish website, at least 
twice each week.  I am hoping that we can develop an easy way to 
involve more voices (and even videos) in this.  If we can do that, it will 
ensure that this is visibly a sign of the whole church praying together. 

There will be a special “Pause to pray” each Sunday.  For this coming 
Sunday March 29th, we enter ‘Passiontide’ which is the two week build 
up to the crucifixion. 

We are planning to mark Holy Week and Easter in special ways. In 
particular, I would like us all to be able to share in the narrative of this 
week on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Day. 

More music has been promised. How they do this, I have no idea. 
Sheer admiration! 

ZOOM in on the AGM 

Do join us for the parish AGM at 1030 on Sunday 5 April. We will hold a 
'virtual' AGM using 'Zoom meeting', which can manage up to 100 
people dialing in by phone or online. Instructions on how to access the 
Zoom meeting will be provided in this newsletter next week and on our 
website. Won’t it be wonderful if we can do all this successfully with 
that number! All the papers will be uploaded soon on the website. Two 
important aspects of the Annual Meeting: 
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To show our support for church wardens and others who lead and 
guide this parish; in particular, we will be thanking Stephen Marriott 
and Steve Palmer who have completed their time as wardens – and 
electing Helen Parkinson and Jenny Nockolds as their replacements 
(unless there are other nominations). Please give thanks and pray for 
these people. 

To receive the annual accounts: the liveliness and creativity of this 
parish relies on a huge amount of work, done with wisdom and care, in 
the background, ensuring that the money that we give is wisely spent. 
Especially in the light of the current situation, we want to close the 
books on last year, and ready ourselves for coping with keeping the 
parish on track in 2020. 

Finally 

Earlier this week I came across this verse from a poem by Christina 
Rossetti:  

Lead lives of Love, that others who 
Behold your lives may kindle too 
With Love and cast their lots with you. 

With love and prayers, 

Robert 
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29 MARCH 
Pause to Pray - Passion Sunday 
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1 APRIL 
Easter hymn challenge 

 

Friends, 
  
Warmest greetings – and I’ve got a challenge for you today! But first, a 
verse to ponder: Psalm 51.15 
  
“O Lord, open my lips 
And my mouth will declare your praise”. 
  
I may be grateful – but I need God’s help to express that fully.  I may 
appreciate God’s world – but so often I can’t quite find the right words, 
music and feeling to express the full depth of delight. Charles Wesley 
wrote about this in the hymn O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear 
Redeemer’s praise, with the lovely line: ‘his praise, ye dumb, your 
loosened tongues employ’. 
  
This set me thinking about what I really miss in our current situation; 
simple pleasures such as bumping into people while shopping, 
receiving an encouraging pat on the back, hearing laughter in the 
street (and wondering what has prompted this). I miss these because I 
love them. As well as these, at the moment, I really miss hymn singing – 
that moment in worship when we can be part of something bigger, 
when we are caught up in breathless praise, when we seek to express 
something that comes not from our minds but rather from deep within. 
Especially as we celebrate the Resurrection, I want to sing.  Saint 
Augustine said: “We are an Easter people, and Alleluia is our song”. My 
current sadness about not being able to sing hymns was turned into 
(apprehensive) joy as I read this from Martin. 

And now to the challenge from our organist, Martin Holford: 
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As it is not going to be possible to join in the same building to sing that 
great Easter hymn Jesus Christ is risen today; Alleluia, we ARE going to 
join together, just in a slightly different way. But to do this, we need 
your help. Many of you may have seen Holy Trinity's Girl Choristers' 
special hymn for Mothering Sunday that Nick Graham, Director of Girl 
Choristers, so cleverly put together. Let us now do the same but with 
our whole congregation. A few weeks ago, I recorded the 
accompaniment to the Easter hymn on the organ at Holy Trinity, just as 
if I were playing it on Easter Day for a packed church. 
  
We now ask you to record yourself singing the hymn as though you 
were in church and send your recording to Nick as part of a big parish 
sing-along-at-Easter. Nick will use his wizardry to put all these together. 
This will be put on the parish website (linked to YouTube) in time for 
Easter Day so others can listen to it, sing along or be inspired. The 
more we have singing this the better. 
 Your recording and performance do not need to be perfect - just sing 
as you would in church. We want it to reflect our normal congregations 
– enthusiastic, even if the odd voice is slightly out of tune or time. 

If you want to take part (yes please), follow these instructions: 
• Listen to this recording using HEADPHONES if possible (press arrow 

button on page to start). 
• Read the music/words and sing the melody along to the recording (you 

can sing the harmony parts or descant as indicated if you normally would). 
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• Note that in verse 3, we revive a tradition from York Minster by slowing up 
on the words 'Now above the sky he's King' - to give special emphasis. 

• Record your voice by filming a facial shot singing all the verses in one take 
in LANDSCAPE format (note it must be one take and must be landscape to 
be used). A simple recording using your phone is best! 

• Send it to Nick on WhatsApp or the Parish Office. Deadline for videos is 
Thursday 9th April at midday, so Nick has time to create the video. - Martin 

Finally, Psalm 150: 
  
Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in the sanctuary; 
   praise God in the mighty firmament! 
Praise God for mighty deeds; 
   praise God according to your surpassing greatness! 

We praise you with trumpet sound; 
   we praise you with lute and harp! 
We praise you with tambourine and dance; 
   we praise you with strings and pipe! 
We praise you with clanging cymbals; 
   we praise you with loud clashing cymbals! 

Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord! 
  
Psalm 150, the final psalm in the book, has the sound of an orchestra, 
blended but with each instrument being heard in all its individual 
brilliance.  Psalm 51.15 may use the phrases ‘my lips’ and ‘my mouth’; 
but God’s praise needs OUR lips and OUR mouths. 
  
Let’s give this a go! 
  
With love and prayers 
  
Robert 
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3 APRIL 
Holy Week 

 

Friends,  

Greetings, love and prayers to you all! 

The Parish Annual Meeting using Zoom Palm Sunday, 5th APRIL 2020, 
10:30 At the annual meeting, we show our support for church wardens 
and others who guide our parish life. We receive the annual report and 
financial accounts, so that you can have confidence in the stewardship 
of the resources that you give to the parish. Those are the main two 
items of business. All papers and reports are on the website or can be 
downloaded here: Agenda and Papers (13 pages), Treasurer's Financial 
Report (9 pages), Annual Report and Accounts (45 pages). To join the 
Parish Annual Meeting by 
Zoom, please take a 
moment before Sunday 
to click on the link below. 
This will take you to the 
Zoom website where you 
will be prompted to 
download the software to 
your computer, laptop, 
tablet or smartphone 
(follow the prompts): 
Parish Annual Meeting 
Zoom Link. 

On Sunday, you can join the meeting before the 10:30am start and wait 
for others to arrive - just like in real life! Just click the same link as 
above. Zoom will prompt you to join the meeting by audio only or with 
video as well (so we can see you!). To make this go well: Please mute 
your microphone (bottom left in Zoom window) – ambient noise in the 
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background can make it difficult to hear the speaker. If you wish to 
speak, look into the camera on your computer and please wave at 
me.If you wish to vote or show support, please wave vigorously. You 
can stop the video by clicking on the icon (also bottom left of your 
screen) during the meeting but still be able to hear what's being said 
and see others who have their video turned on. 

A medley of voices 

I am amazed at how quickly I have been learning to use new 
technologies. For those under 20, much of this is completely normal. 
So perhaps I was not surprised to hear from Pippa that she is now 
running Café Club online. She writes: 

“This went well on Thursday. It was mildly chaotic as expected, not least 
because of its drop-in nature! This goes with the territory and this age 
group, I think. They want to do it again at 5pm next Thursday so I will 
schedule it on Zoom. As they were all on Gallery in squares across the 
screen, it was quite busy!  One commented, as he sat nursing his 
guinea pig like that Spectre guy with his cat in James Bond, “this screen 
is an entertainment video in itself”. 

I will be creating an Easter Activity Pack to help children and young 
families celebrate Easter.  This will be accessible from the home page 
of the website on Monday 6th April. 

BBC interview 

Nick Graham writes: “I have been thrilled with the reception to the girl 
choristers' virtual recording last week; it has been wonderful to see it 
shared and enjoyed so widely. One of those who saw it was Emily 
Jeffery, presenter of BBC Surrey's Sunday morning radio show, who 
invited me on the show for a short interview this week. It was an 
exciting experience, and a great joy to hear the choir's singing played 
on the radio. As I said on air, music and singing is a wonderful way of 
connecting with other people at this challenging time, and I'm 
extremely proud of all our choirs for the virtual steps they are taking.” 
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Spiritual resources 

We will keep posting Worship Services like Pause to Pray, at least twice 
each week. One will be posted each Sunday, and one (drawing on a 
variety of voices from the congregations) will be done mid-week. 
Please let me know if you would like to be involved in the latter, say, by 
doing a reading. 

The Holy Trinity St Mary's YouTube channel button is on the home page 
of the website. By using this you have easy access to all the services 
that have been posted recently, as well as the musical offerings from 
the choirs. 

You should by now also have received an invitation to contribute your 
voice to the singing of “Jesus Christ is risen today!” I have so much 
admiration for those able to pull our voices together electronically – 
and how much we must all be looking forward to the day that we can 
sing together in one building! 

To help us all mark the special days of Holy Week, Tom will lead Pause 
to Pray on Palm Sunday; and there will be a seasonal anthem sung for 
us by the boy choristers; Brian will reflect on the Last Supper, with 
Jesus washing his disciples’ feet; 

Rod will guide us through Good Friday; I will be celebrating Easter Day 
with you (and your rendition of the hymn). I am hoping that this will be 
both live and recorded. Joining instructions will be sent in my next 
letter. 

Finally  

I have been asked many times this week: “what do you think God is 
saying to us?” I am pretty sure that it is too early to say. So, at the 
moment, especially as we are still settling into new rhythms and 
routines that will make life manageable for the foreseeable future, we 
need to listen. I find comfort in this verse from a Wesley hymn: 
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Open, Lord, my inward ear, 
and bid my heart rejoice; 
bid my quiet spirit hear 
thy comfortable voice; 
never in the whirlwind found, 
or where earthquake rocks the place, 
still and silent is the sound, 
the whisper of Thy grace.  

With prayers for a blessed Holy Week, 

Robert 
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5 APRIL 
Palm Sunday service & music from  

the boys’ choir 
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10 APRIL 
Easter greetings 

 

Friends, 

Easter greetings to you all! We are an Easter people; and Alleluia is our 
song!  

Easter Worship by Zoom  

Sunday, 12th APRIL 2020, 10:00am and 11:00am Please join us online 
for a short Easter service on Sunday morning – at 10:00am or 11:00am. 
In this way, we will be able to see each other’s faces, and share in each 
other’s joys. This follows the success of holding our parish AGM by 
Zoom last Sunday with 70 of you attending. To make this go well, 
please mute yourself throughout – dogs barking in the background can 
be really disturbing! 

To prepare for this, I invite you to be ready to light a candle as the 
service starts, and to have a small piece of bread in front of you. The 
reading is Luke 24: the story of two disciples walking to Emmaus at the 
end of the first Easter Day. There will also be a special Easter ‘Pause to 
pray’ on the parish website. I am eagerly looking forward to the singing 
of Jesus Christ is risen today, with all your voices blending into a true 
“choir of angels”. A medley of voices  

I was deeply moved to receive this message from one of you last week: 

Just an ordinary day - got a routine going - 1 hr long walk per day - 
poorly shoulder improving - up the road to the downs - past the golf 
club - keep going - will venture further in due course. 

The silence - oh! the silence!  Yes, the birds are singing, the sun is 
shining and the trees are keeping their council;  but - no kites 
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trembling above, guided by those young hands;  no sound of 
bouncing balls; no children laughing and mothers calling.  Just silence 
- very audible to the earnest listener - 2 metres apart as the few couples 
pass each other - but! - smiles - yes smiles and 'hellos' as we approach 
and separate.  Suddenly, things change - we are neighbours after all! 

I pay my goodbyes to the trees, all now in partial shade and leave the 
downs as the sun sinks low into the sky,  with a feeling of quiet joy and 
humility and thank God for the wonder of nature and community as we 
now know it.   

Helping those in special need during COVID-19  

Noelle Coe, the Town Centre Chaplain writes:  We have managed to 
accommodate all known rough sleepers in Guildford.  This hasn’t been 
an easy or straightforward task.  Some people didn’t want to come in, 
some people refused several offers, some people are taking nights 
away from their room and a few are struggling to manage their 
placement successfully – but at present all rough sleepers are safe in 
their own rooms in hotel or B&B accommodation.   

Now our attention has turned to making sure that everyone has access 
to food or meals, necessary medication, phones or top ups so we can 
keep in touch and provide 
reassurance and moral support 
during this difficult time.  

If you wish to contribute to any 
of this valiant work, please look 
at these websites: Guildford 
Action provide day-time care, 
meals and emotional support. 
North Guildford Food Bank 
seeks to ensure that no-one 
goes hungry.  
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Spiritual resources 

You are already making good use of our YouTube channel. We will 
keep posting “Pause to pray”, at least twice each week. The boy 
choristers singing of “It is a thing most wonderful” by John Ireland is so 
uplifting. I was thrilled to receive this gift of music from Guildford High 
School and The Royal Grammar School, which was made at the 
beginning of March in St Albans Cathedral when the choir visited to 
sing Choral Evensong. This gift to the parish stirs the soul and lifts the 
heart.  

Finally 

So many Easter themes come together in this verse from the hymn 
“How shall I sing that majesty”: recognising God’s grace, our hearts 
being set on fire, and finding our voice to sing the Good News. Yet I 
find the most moving line to be at the end – heaven began on the first 
Easter day – it begins afresh as we receive resurrection life – and 
wherever heaven is found, there are alleluias! 

Enlighten with faith's light my heart, 
inflame it with love's fire; 
then shall I sing and take my part 
with that celestial choir. 
They sing because Thou art their Sun; 
Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun 
there alleluias be. 

With prayers for a blessed Easter season, 

Robert 
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12 APRIL 
Join us today for Easter Sunday Worship! 
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16 APRIL 
Peace be with you 

 

Dear friends, 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

This is the greeting which early Christians used when they met together 
and it’s the greeting that we use in Church at the beginning of our 
services up until Pentecost. When Jesus appeared to his disciples, who 
had shut themselves away out of fear, he used another greeting: ‘Peace 
be with you’. These are beautiful words because they are in stark 
contrast with the brutality of the cross. When Jesus rises from the dead, 
his first words are those of comfort to those who were in the middle of 
mourning their friend. Jesus speaks the words of peace into our lives 
too. ‘Peace be with you’ is the greeting he extends to all of us. The 
peace Christ gives us is comforting and consoling, darkness-banishing 
and light-bearing. This peace is a precious gift, it’s not ours to hoard, 
but given freely to us that we may give it to others. This is now our task 
as we rejoice in Christ’s resurrection – to share his peace with the world. 

Join us for Sunday Worship on Zoom 

If you are an early bird, please join us for a 'virtual' Book of Common 
Prayer (1662) Holy Communion at 8am on Sunday mornings. It is very 
special to gather to pray together using the familiar words of the Prayer 
Book which have brought comfort to generations of people in times of 
great difficulty. There will also be a Said Eucharist at 10am followed by 
virtual ‘after service coffee’. The words for this service are available to 
download here and can be printed. The links to these services can be 
found by clicking the blue and pink buttons below. The parish AGM 
and the Easter Sunday worship were particularly special because they 
gave us the chance to see each other. Hopefully, this service and the 
coffee afterwards will give us the chance to catch up with old friends, 
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make new ones, and have a good chat. A new 'Pause to Pray’ video will 
also be on our website on Sunday.  

Midweek Services  

Between Easter and Pentecost, in addition to our Sunday services and 
videos, there will be a special ‘Pause to Pray’ video featuring prayers, 
reflections and music posted each Wednesday on the parish website 
and YouTube channel. This week's video features a reflection from The 
Rev’d Sharron Dinnie, Principal of Kwasa College South Africa, whom 
many in the parish know well from having visited Kwasa. A big thank 
you to those who are helping us to produce these services and videos. 

Need help? 

Across Guildford, neighbours have created networks to look out for 
and to help those in need by doing shopping, collecting prescriptions 
or making a friendly phone call. Similarly, working from home has 
given people more opportunities to be in touch with families and 
friends on the phone, via email, or one of the other new ‘virtual social 
gathering’ tools. The parish has a list of volunteers who are willing to 
help if you need something from the supermarket, want to have a chat 
on the phone, or if you need help working out how to use Zoom. Let us 
know what you need by clicking here. 

Finally… 

The local North Guildford Food Bank still needs donations to ensure 
that no one in our communities goes hungry. A list of items the food 
bank needs can be found here, or if you are unable to get to the shops, 
you can donate financially. Please do pray for the volunteers who 
continue to support families and vulnerable people with this vital 
service. Whatever this week holds for you, may the peace of Christ fill 
your hearts, for he is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Every blessing, Tom Pote 

    |   HTSM Weekly Letter 202025



18 APRIL 
Join us worship online Sunday 19th April 
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23 APRIL 
A season of transformation 

 

Friends, 

Greetings, love and prayers to you all! 

Surplices into scrubs 

Easter is a season of transformation. Doubting Thomas becomes 
Believing Thomas. Mary’s tears turn into profound joy. In our Gospel 
reading for this coming Sunday, Peter experiences the painful change 
that often accompanies forgiveness. He learns to see himself differently 
as Jesus regards him with kind and accepting eyes. As we know, a 
deep change of heart takes time. God does not rush us; God does 
enable us to move on. God respects who we are, and longs to draw us 
more completely into ‘life in all its fullness’.  

Perhaps this transformation is best captured in the phrase “swords into 
ploughshares”. In chapter 2, Isaiah’s vision is that, as true peace is 
established, weapons can be transformed into that which brings us 
nourishment: “In days to come, God will teach us new ways, that we 
may walk in fresh paths…. and they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares.”  

Well, that happened here this week. A call went out for material to be 
turned into scrubs for local medical staff. Margaret Clements knew that 
there was a box of unused old choir robes in the vestry. Within 24 
hours, they had been delivered and were being transformed into life-
saving equipment. What a symbol! What encouragement for us as we 
seek to tread new paths now, with God and with each other. 
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Thanks from the Treasurer 

Thank you for the responses to the message from Rogan Dixon, parish 
treasurer, which you should have received last week titled “Supporting 
Holy Trinity and St Mary’s”. About 20 people immediately replied, 
resulting in some one-off donations and increases in planned giving. 
The Finance Committee are actively working on ways to reduce 
expenditure and keep us afloat financially this year. If you have any 
questions for Rogan, his email address is: 
treasurer@holytrinityguildford.org.uk. 

Rhythm of prayer and fellowship 

As we establish a new rhythm for praying and fellowship in the parish, I 
think it is helpful to draw information about all of this together and 
highlight new additions to our virtual gatherings.  

Morning Prayer has been said daily in church for generations. Usually 
we do this with the doors open wide so that anyone can drop in. As we 
have to do this differently for now, we invite you to join us on Zoom 
clicking the Morning Prayer links below.  

Midweek ‘Pause to Pray’ continues, with a new offering made available 
on Wednesday each week, drawing on a variety of voices from the 
parish. This is posted on the HTSM YouTube channel.  

‘Congregate’ comes from the Latin words meaning ‘drawing the flock 
together’. This is proving very successful during and after our online 
Sunday worship services. So why not stay on the Zoom call after the 
10:00am or 10:30am service to enjoy coffee with some of your fellow 
worshippers - though you will have to provide your own refreshments!  
 
Finally  

I am always deeply moved by the story of Mary meeting the Risen 
Jesus in the garden.  Malcolm Guite wrote this sonnet called ‘Easter 
dawn’: 
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He blesses every love which weeps and grieves 
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept 
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s 
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept 
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs 
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air. 
She turns, but cannot focus through her tears, 
Or recognise the Gardener standing there. 
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why, 
Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light 
That brightens as she chokes out her reply 
‘They took my love away, my day is night’ 
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say 
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day 

With prayers for your journey through Easter, 

Robert  
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30 APRIL 
A time to praise, and a time to thank 

 

Friends, 

Easter greetings and warm good wishes to you all! 

A time to praise, and a time to thank 

The May Bank Holiday has been moved, as I am sure you know, from 
Monday in this coming week to Friday, since May 8th is the 75th 
anniversary of VE day. This day marks the anniversary of the formal 
acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's 
unconditional surrender of its armed forces in 1945. Public 
celebrations will understandably be muted this year. Her Majesty will 
address the nation; the BBC will broadcast a repeat of Winston 
Churchill’s speech accepting the surrender. My hope is we will be able 
to focus on public service, expressed in different ways, and how service 
often involves sacrifice. 

Winston Churchill was a brilliant orator. One of his less well-known 
lines is worth noting: “we make a living by what we earn; we make a life 
by what we give”. The truth of that is so clear now: you have the power 
to influence others now by your kindness, your prayers, simple acts of 
practical help, and by the encouragement you offer through keeping 
others in mind.  

May the celebrations this week be focussed not on defeating enemies 
but on service, not on conquest but on making friends! There will be a 
chance to pray about this anniversary at a special online Evening 
Service on Sunday 10th May. 
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Knit for Kwasa 

The news from South Africa is not good. All schools – including Kwasa 
College – are shut. Our youth trip that we had planned for this summer 
is unlikely to happen. We had hoped to take out a hand-knitted hat for 
each school child at Kwasa. But Stephi Pratley writes: “I would like to be 
able to give an accurate update on our Kwasa hat knitting project but 
need some help first. All the navy wool has been handed out and I’m 
sure many hats are being completed whilst we’re all stuck at home. 
Please email the Parish office to let me with how many completed large 
navy hats and small colourful hats you have ready. If you have any 
navy wool left over that would be useful to know too. There’s no rush to 
get the job done but the next person to travel to South Africa will have 
a lot of hats in their suitcase!”  

What’s happening in the town centre 

Rod Pierce, who is a trustee of the Town Centre Chaplaincy, writes: 
‘Community Angels’ is the service operated by the Chaplaincy 
alongside the better-known ‘Street Angels’. It was set up for volunteers 
to visit and befriend lonely infirm and elderly residents who can’t easily 
get out of their homes in Guildford and surrounds. Due to the current 
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crisis, of course all ‘visits’ are being replaced by regular telephone calls 
by the Community Angels. They have had 30 new requests for 
befriending, some elderly, some young mums, and some involved in 
situations of domestic abuse. It’s great to report that the Chaplaincy 
has also had a significant number of fresh volunteers for this work – so 
many indeed that there is now a waiting list for volunteers who must 
have DBS checks due to their involvement with vulnerable adults. 

Sunday Services by Zoom 

Our Sunday Zoom services are working well and proving popular. We 
are keen that you can all take part in this, if you wish. If you are having 
difficulty with accessing these services, please let us know. You can now 
access our Zoom services by a landline phone (without a smartphone, 
computer or tablet). We can help you make this happen – just call the 
Parish office on 01483 567716 or click here to download call-in details 
for services and morning prayer. 

New Donate Button 

Thanks to all those who have already used the new “Donate” button on 
our website. As we reach a wider range of people, we are very grateful 
to all those who help support the parish’s ministry – both new donors, 
and those who are maintaining their regular giving. 

Support for children and families  

Holy Trinity Pewley Down School has been doing fantastic work 
recently, not only providing education online but also offering support 
for families who may be struggling with various new pressures. Clare 
Brunet, head teacher, told me recently about how stress is 
understandably affecting most families in new ways. Some families who 
normally cope well, will be finding these circumstances extra 
challenging. Clare says:  “I’m sure some of your children are finding 
things upsetting. As you know, behaviour can be affected by any sort of 
stress… and is always a way that children communicate when they 
don’t have words to express what they’re feeling. We recommend the 
Family Lives website which has lots of parenting ideas and a helpline.” 
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Please remember in your prayers the families of those who have 
recently died: Peter Beazley, Bill Hawkins, David Maclachlan, Rose 
Storey, Winifred Twidell, Sally Zavos  

Finally  

Here are a few lines from a favourite hymn, which encourage us to be 
grateful:  Rejoice in God’s saints, today and all days! 
A world without saints forgets how to praise. 
Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown, 
Who bear someone’s cross or shoulder their own. 
 
With gratitude for all you are and do. 

Robert 
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7 MAY 
Moments of connections 

 

Friends, 

May the peace of God be rooted in your hearts and souls! 

Church bells beyond the stars heard 

I am sure that you have experienced moments of connection which are 
marvellous, profound, fleeting and so hard to describe. These can be 
seconds of great intimacy with another person, or experiences of great 
beauty in landscape and music, or those rare times when we feel more 
fully aware of a deeper presence that we can only call ‘God’. In his 
poem “Prayer”, George Herbert offers multiple descriptions of these 
fleeting moments which are so hard to capture in words. It finishes: 

A kind of tune, which all things hear and fear; 
Softness, and peace, and joy, and love, and bliss, 
Exalted manna, gladness of the best, 
Heaven in ordinary, man well drest, 
The milky way, the bird of Paradise, 
Church-bells beyond the stars heard, the soul's blood, 
The land of spices; something understood. 

I knew the priest who ministered to Anthony Blunt in his last days, after 
it had been revealed that he had been for many years a Russian spy. 
Blunt had retreated to a flat in West London, seldom venturing out, 
isolated, scared, depressed. The priest asked ‘what still gives you 
hope?’ Blunt answered: ‘the sound of church bells’. It can be such an 
evocative sound: inviting, beckoning us to closeness as we gather for 
worship, reaching out to us (as the sound travels for miles). 
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With all this in mind, I was delighted to hear that our bell ringers will be 
sounding out the church bells on Friday 8th May. At 2:55pm, a lone 
bugler will play the Last Post and Reveille from the Castle Grounds. At 
3pm, one bell from each of the towers of Holy Trinity, St Mary’s and St 
Nicolas will sound together, 75 times, acknowledging the service of all 
those who contributed to Victory in Europe, and inviting us now to 
consider those who are leading us back to full health now. More 
services on Zoom including a special Choral Evensong. 

More services on Zoom including a special Choral Evensong 

Our Sunday services on Zoom are proving so popular that we have 
decided to hold identical services at 10am and 11am. This Sunday, 
Jonathan Hedgecock will be reflecting on John 14: “in God’s house 
there are many dwelling places”. There will be opportunities for coffee 
and chat after each of these services. The 10:30am St Mary’s Church-at-
Home continues. It was so encouraging to see about 60 people 
involved last Sunday – significantly more than have usually been 
attending St Mary’s! There will also be a special online Choral 
Evensong Service this Sunday 10th May at 6pm marking the VE 
anniversary. We are keen that you can all take part in these services, if 
you wish. If you are having difficulty with accessing them because of IT 
difficulties, please be in touch with the Parish office.  
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What’s happening with our church life 

As well as offering pastoral care and providing a wide range of worship 
and prayer throughout the week, you may like to know what other 
normal activities are still happening (even if it is in unusual ways). 
Please email the Parish office if you would like to receive a Zoom 
invitation to take part in any of the activities listed below. 

Common Ground Community meets online each Tuesday from 8 - 
9pm. Join us for a reflection, time to share life experiences and time for 
prayer.  

ChitChat meets online each Wednesday from 10 - 11am. Join us if you 
are from another country and are finding it difficult to cope with 
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speaking English or with the challenges of living away from your home 
country.  

Café Club, for 12-15 years old, meets online each Thursday afternoon 
with children and families coordinator Pippa Mitchell.  

Upper Room, led by Jonathan Hedgecock, will meet online Tuesday 
19th May at 8pm for an evening of conversation on a topical theme.  

Trinity Club next meets online Tuesday 26th May at 10:30am with 
Venetia Howes leading a discussion: “The Livery Companies of the City 
of London – where philanthropy meets gastronomy”.  

Holy Trinity choirs (boys, girls and adults) are meeting online for short 
rehearsals each week to learn some new music and sing through some 
old favourites. You can listen to their offerings to date on the Holy 
Trinity St Mary's YouTube channel. This is, no doubt, an incomplete list. 
It would be great to hear from you about what I have missed.  
 
Finally 

Please be in touch with me or the Parish office if you know of a person 
(or family) who is increasingly struggling, because of changed 
circumstances – say, with employment or loss of routine.  I can only 
offer support if I know what is happening – and I will do so sensitively. 

Please remember in your prayers the families of those who have 
recently died:  

David Maclachlan (father-in-law of Martin Harris) 
Margaret Nockolds (Jenny’s mother) 
Rose Storey (mother of Gillian Spencer, whose funeral is on Tuesday 
19th May) 
Winifred Twidell (whose funeral is on Tuesday 12th May) 

With gratitude for all you are and do. 

Robert 
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13 MAY 
Calling all Angels! 

 

Friends,  

A verse for this week, especially for those who are flagging and finding 
some days hard to navigate: 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. 
Amen. (Ephesians 3.20-21) 

Angel voices 

Calling all angels!  Calling all singers!  This is a request even to those 
who will only sing, with the mute button pressed.  We need you, your 
voices and your ‘visuals’! Following the great success of The Easter 
Hymn Challenge, we want to record another hymn that we can use on 
Trinity Sunday (June 7th), the patronal festival for Holy Trinity Church. 
For many years, we have sung in morning worship “Angel voices ever 
singing”. The hymn has an uplifting tune. The words affirm both the 
chorus of angels (we’re all in this together) and your particular 
contribution (God rejoices in the different gifts of each one of us). 
Everyone has something to offer God: ‘hearts and minds and hands 
and voices’. Surely that is something we are experiencing afresh right 
now – the smallest acts of kindness, and the lowliest forms of service, 
are all needed to enable a community to hold together and flourish. 

In addition, we were approached by Bishop Jo, asking that we record a 
further hymn that can be used at a special diocesan celebration on the 
evening of Pentecost (May 31st). That day is often known as the 
‘birthday of the church’, when the church first came together and knew 
itself to be sent by God as messengers of God’s love, made visible in 
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word, worship, service and praise. So, we chose this hymn which has 
something to offer both days in the calendar – perhaps best captured 
in the final words of the hymn: 

Of the best that thou hast given 
Earth and heaven render thee. 

Here’s what to do 

Record yourself singing the hymn as though you were in church. Send 
your recording to Nick as part of a big parish sing-along-a-Trinity. Let 
this reflect the character of our parish: enthusiastic, high on 
participation, delighting in everyone’s contribution. Deadline is 
Thursday 21st May. To take part:  
 
Listen to this recording using HEADPHONES. Read the music/words 
provided at the same link and sing the melody along to the recording. 
Record your voice by filming a facial shot singing all the verses in one 
take in LANDSCAPE format. A simple recording using your phone is 
best! Send it to Nick, ideally on WhatsApp or, you can upload it to 
WeTransfer where you will email to: nickgrahammusic@gmail.com with 
the Message: Angel Voices. Deadline for videos is Thursday 21st May. 

Regular Sunday worship 

Our Sunday Zoom services are proving popular so we will continue to 
hold identical services from Holy Trinity at 10:00am and 11:00am as 
Zoom only allows us up to 100 connections per service. The 10:30am 
St Mary’s Church-at-Home continues, with a growing congregation 
appreciating the form of online service.  

The Zoom Choral Evensong was a profoundly moving act of worship, 
attracting over 100 people. We intend to hold another one, certainly 
before the end of the summer term. We are keen that you can all take 
part in these services, if you wish. If you are having difficulty with 
accessing them because of IT difficulties, please be in touch with the 
office.  
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For your prayers 

Tuesday 12th May is the bicentenary of the birth of Florence 
Nightingale. She showed immense courage and insight, both as a 
nurse herself, and then in establishing a professional training for the 
nursing profession. In the same Crimean War, Mary Seacole also 
extended the range of what nurses offered the wounded. Though 
nearly forgotten for almost a century, her contribution is now 
recognised to be just as significant as Nightingale’s. 

This week is Christian Aid Week. Tens of thousands of volunteers help 
Christian Aid each year to raise money for its humanitarian programme, 
which enhances the lives of millions worldwide. There is fascinating 
information on the Christian Aid website about how their work 
transforms lives under the title Love never fails. 

Please 
remember 
the family of 
Rose Storey 
(mother of 
Gillian 
Spencer) 
whose 
funeral is on 
Tuesday 
19th. 

With 
gratitude 
for so much. 

Robert 
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20 MAY 
Ascension Day 

 

Friends, 

Thank you to Peter Wilkinson who sent me a poem that he wrote last 
week, 'The Cloud’.   

The Cloud  

Sometimes I thank God for clouds. 
When grey cloud fills the sky, then all that yearning 
And intensity of sunlight’s dawning 
Is exchanged for God’s presence made more bearable, 
Accommodation to the weakness of the flesh 
However much the spirit may be willing. 
Sometimes my need is for normality, 
The everyday, a heaven found in ordinary; 
God immanent instead of God transcendent, 
One who walks beside us on our way 
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As one might talk with and accompany a friend: 
The still small voice, not earthquake, wind and fire. 
In view of which, how strange to think 
The one we needed most was welcomed least. 
But not so strange. Clouds always were a sign 
Of presence, not of God’s obscurity. 
The cloud took Israel through her desert wanderings. 
Jesus also said he would be seen 
Soon, coming with the clouds of heaven. 
Today as I walk round the hill 
Not having to protect my eyes 
Against the dazzling light of dawn 
I also feel God’s presence with the clouds 
As with the fire, but more companionably.  

For your prayers 

Ascension Day is on Thursday 21st May. It’s an important day in the 
move from Easter to Pentecost, when we acknowledge the difficulty of 
separation. After the trauma of Good Friday, the disciples gradually 
recognised the presence of the Risen Jesus, through various 
resurrection appearances. But then Jesus had to show them that the 
Spirit could not come, until his appearances ceased. So, the Ascension 
is a closing of one chapter, in order that the next chapter can then 
begin. I am sure that the themes of loss, and being made ready for a 
new chapter, resonate with us all at the moment. Please pray for school 
leaders as they make preparations for some resumption of “normal” 
school life, after half term at the start of June. Please pray this week for 
Clare Brunet, head of Holy Trinity Pewley Down, and Kate Collins, head 
of Sandfield Primary School.  

In the neighbourhood 

Do you know a young person who is struggling at home with their 
emotional wellbeing or managing their mental health at this difficult 
time? Matrix, a local Christian Youth Work Charity, can help. They are 
providing FREE one-to-one Online Youth Support Sessions for young 
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people where they can chat with an experienced Youth Worker about 
their worries and anxieties, finding help and advice.  

If you know a young person who would benefit from this, either in your 
own family or a friend or neighbour's then please let us hear from you.  

Pause to pray and Sunday worship 

Midweek Pause to Pray continues with Alwyn Marriage reflecting on the 
Ascension, and how God continues to be present with us here and 
now. 

Also, this week, a special Junior Church video has been posted, led by 
Pippa and Tom. Very moving and beautiful! Adults will enjoy seeing a 
great example of how story telling works in Junior Church. 

Our Sunday Zoom services will continue at 10:00am and 11:00am, with 
chat rooms after each. Pippa is now running a “children’s chat room” 
after the 10:00am service. Please be in touch with her if you would like 
to be sent contact details for this (as we will not publish these details 
online). 

The 10:30am congregation based at St Mary’s continues to grow. 
These services are now being streamed to university students as well 
(since Keith Beckingham is the Free Church chaplain at University of 
Surrey).  

Apologies if you had difficulty joining the services last Sunday.  It was 
not your fault (nor our fault). Zoom was having trouble nationwide – 
perhaps too many people are now going to online churches! 
Apparently, the glitch has been fixed. If you are having difficulty with 
accessing a service, please let us know. 

With best wishes,  

Robert  
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27 MAY 
Holidays, Holy-Days and  
Our New Rhythm of Life 

 

Dear Friends, 

The rhythm of life has changed so much recently that distinctions 
between school, work, and holiday have become rather blurred. At the 
root of the word ‘holiday’ is ‘holy day’, a day set aside as being special, 
a day when we do something different from our normal way of doing 
things. On Sunday, we’ll celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, which is one 
of our key ‘holy days’ when we remember the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
But with lots of holiday plans abandoned for now, how do we keep this 
time special? 

While we can’t go on holiday, we can still have days in which we do 
things differently. Perhaps we don’t do any housework for a day or two 
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or maybe we could spend a few days reading some of those books 
we’ve had on our shelves gathering dust for years. The activity is less 
important than the chance for refreshment that it brings.  

At the first Pentecost, as recounted in The Acts of the Apostles chapter 
2, those present in Jerusalem suddenly heard the apostles speaking to 
them about God in their native languages.  Of course, language is 
about far more than just words; it is inextricably connected to our 
thoughts and ideas. This means that all of us have a valuable 
contribution to make in the sharing and spreading of the Good News. 

One way in which our parish shares in the gift of many voices is 
through the midweek Pause to Pray videos. Each Wednesday, someone 
from our community shares a short reflection on a Bible reading 
(currently all in English, although voices from America and South Africa 
have featured!) along with prayers and some music. These reflections 
help us to think about our faith and to pray in a different style from our 
Sunday worship. Thank you to everyone who has participated in and 
put these videos together since Easter. Why not have a look at this 
Wednesday’s video as part of your holiday this week to see what the 
Spirit may be saying to you.  

Parish Blog 

Coming soon to the parish blog – read about Mike Bishop’s work for 
the Christian Mountain Centre which he has been involved with for a 
number of years. 

Join us for Worship 

A reminder to update your Zoom software before services this Sunday 
31st May. If you haven’t managed this yet, you’ll be prompted to do so 
when you try to join the service. We recommend logging on a few 
minutes earlier than usual to allow you time to do the update before 
the service begins. If you need help with Zoom, please contact the 
Parish Office.  

HTSM Weekly Letter 2020  |  46



 

 

Angelic voices 

On Sunday evening at 6pm the Diocese of Guildford is broadcasting a 
special online Pentecost service featuring angelic voices from our 
community. Many thanks to all of you who recorded yourselves singing 
for the virtual choir and to Nick Graham for his hard work in putting the 
video together. To watch this service, visit the Diocese’s YouTube 
Channel. 

Whatever you are doing this week, I hope you can find time for a ‘holy 
day’ or two. May the Holy Spirit kindle in us the fire of God’s love. 

Prayerfully, 

Tom 
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3 JUNE 
The unending circle of love 

 

Friends, 

Trinity Sunday 

The most famous icon of the 
Holy Trinity was painted by 
Andrei Rublev about 600 
years ago. It shows three 
figures, sharing a meal at a 
table. Although Rublev paints 
in a style that is unfamiliar to 
us, the truth he wants to 
convey about the Trinity is 
clear. Each figure directs our 
attention to another: if you 
follow their eyes, or their 
hands, or the body language, 
each seems to be blessing, or 
acknowledging, or praising, the next figure. It is a beautiful 
representation of dynamic love, flowing from one to another, never 
ceasing yet always complete. The fourth side of the table is open for us 
– we can participate in this meal; we can be drawn into the unending 
circle of love. Rublev bases this icon on the story of Abraham and Sarah 
giving hospitality to three strangers who arrive at their tent, unbidden 
and unexpected (in Genesis 18).  

Abraham and Sarah offer generous hospitality; in response, the 
strangers bless them with the news that Sarah will have a child, even in 
her old age. As we give, so we receive. That is Trinity in action. 
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Angel voices 

Thank you to all who sang or played for the hymn Angel voices ever 
singing. This hymn was used by the Diocese at a large celebration last 
Sunday. We will be seeing and hearing it this week, as part of our 
worship for the patronal festival of Trinity Sunday. Our specific thanks 
go to Martin Holford, our Director of Music for playing, and Nick 
Graham, Director of Girls Choristers for producing this video. 

Keeping Holy Trinity and St Mary’s alive 

At the same time that we are each facing the emotional challenges of 
lockdown (and its gradual easing), we are also having to manage the 
financial and practical difficulties of parish life. We will be realistic, 
honest and open with you about this. So please read this letter from 
the Treasurer.  

Some people have been telling me that they are surprised by how little 
money they are spending. There is little need to fill the car with petrol – 
not much chance to go to a restaurant – no clothes shopping (except 
online). And for me – I am so desperately in need of a visit to the 
barbers. All that money I would have spent in the last two months 
getting my hair cut is languishing in my bank account! In response to 
“what can we do to help?” the simple, gentle, answer is: please 
consider making a one-off donation, if your circumstances allow, to 
help us keep HTSM afloat. I long for the day when both our churches 
will be open again. These are sacred places. When we meet for 
worship, or Saturday coffee, or Chit Chat, or choir practice, or 
discussion groups, or private moments of stillness, we do so in the 
presence of God. We can be the human face of God for each other. Is 
this not one of the truths that we are seeing so clearly now? Each one 
of us is both a giver and a receiver. Through your prayers, kindness and 
encouragement – and when you name your need, and accept help – in 
all this, we bear one another’s burdens and share one another’s joys. 
Hospitality is “core business” for the Trinity. We are privileged to play 
our part in that.  
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We have been told that soon the House of Bishops Covid-19 Recovery 
Group will be publishing guidance about “when small services such as 
weddings and funerals are allowed, then for private prayer, then for 
some form of public worship.”  I look forward to hearing that good 
news. We have already actively begun creating plans for re-opening. 
We are fielding requests from all sorts of groups in the community who 
are eager to return to being inside the Trinity Centre or Holy Trinity, as 
well as those who are very keen to be at the forefront of holding their 
events in the refurbished St Mary’s. I can tell you that that is a mouth-
watering prospect. From the outside, you have seen how beautiful the 
new Welcome Area is – just wait till you see inside the church!  

Although we do not yet know when or how the easing of church 
lockdown will happen, we will be ready when the moment comes.  

Pause to pray and Sunday worship 

From Sunday 7th June, we will be using a new service sheet for the 
10am and 11am service, with prayers specially chosen for the start of 
the Trinity season. 

There will be a Choral Evensong on Sunday 14th June, using some 
music from old recordings of Holy Trinity choir. Some of this dates back 
to the 1970s – yet there are certain choir members, still singing, whose 
voices can be heard in these old recordings too! A 

lso, this week, a special Junior Church video has been posted, led by 
Pippa Mitchell and me. Very moving and beautiful! Adults will enjoy 
seeing a further example of how story telling works in Junior Church. 

Midweek Pause to Pray is starting a series this week on the “fruits of the 
Spirit”. There is lyrical singing of a psalm, combined with beautiful 
photos of the inside of St Mary’s.  Much to recommend! 

With best wishes, 

Robert 
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11 JUNE 
Holy Trinity to open for private prayer 

 

Friends, 

Opening up Holy Trinity 

The Angel of the North is 
a stunning, impressive 
statue, installed in 
Gateshead in 1998.  
Visible from the 
motorway, it commands 
attention.  To my eye, it is 
welcoming, guarding, and blessing.  If you pass it going north, the 
angel greets you; going south, the angel (even with its back to you) 
sends you on your way (politely).  You have been commissioned to take 
with you the history, beauty and culture of this area.  The Angel marks a 
territory.  It invites us to say: “I am glad to be here”, whether we are 
arriving or leaving.  By its wordless presence, it marks out sacred space.  

I wonder how much Holy Trinity church works in a similar way (though 
on a much smaller scale).  I continue to be surprised by how many 
people say to me “I have lived in Guildford for 20 years, but have never 
been inside”.  Although that could be dispiriting, I hear in these words ‘I 
may never have been inside, but I am glad it’s there’.  I certainly hear 
people expressing: ‘Why didn’t I come here 20 years ago?!’.  

Perhaps this is why June 15th is an exciting moment, in the course of 
this dismal lockdown.  New government regulations now allow us to 
open the church for individual prayer.  Public worship will follow later – 
at a date still to be decided.  Of course, God is not only to be found in 
church – nor is the North (with its enormous statue) the only region of 
our country that is blessed by God!  But this building is in part God’s 
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call: ‘bring me your brokenness and your strength; come with your 
anger and your passion’.  Then, after the stillness has worked its magic, 
and we have absorbed God’s grace, we leave – encouraged, 
commissioned, ready for more.  Go on your way, whistling: “when you 
needed a neighbour, I was there”! 

So, Holy Trinity will be open to the public, from June 15th, Monday to 
Saturday, 10:00am – 12:00noon.  To make this happen, we need 
volunteers (though the rota for the first week is already full).  A valiant 
group of church sitters has done excellent work keeping Holy Trinity 
open and accessible, for many years.  Once lockdown is fully over, and 
once it is safe for everyone to be outside, we hope those who have 
helped in the past can do so again.  At this stage of the easing of 
lockdown, we are asking for volunteers who can go out, and can do 
this safely (for themselves and those they live with). The church 
wardens are arranging this. 

St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s is not yet ready for opening, as the building works are still 
progressing.  We have been fortunate that the builders have been able 
to work for much of the lockdown period.  But this building will remain 
closed until the works are complete.  And then – it will be “party time”! 

Thank you for your support 

The generous responses to Treasurer’s messages and Sunday’s virtual 
collection plate have seen almost 50 individual donations and more 
than £17,000 of additional income. This is making a valuable 
contribution to offsetting lost income from lettings and collections. It 
also underlines our decision to look after our employees and fully 
make our Outward Giving commitments for the year. Also, Sharron 
Dinnie, principal of Kwasa College, has written expressing deep 
gratitude for our donation and support during these difficult times. She 
appreciated the prayers that we offered last week, both for Kwasa and 
for those involved in the Black Lives Matter protest, which were 
focussed on the parish of St John’s Lafayette, another parish which is 
linked with Kwasa.  
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Music and Worship 

There will be a Choral Evensong on Sunday 14th June, using some 
music from old recordings of Holy Trinity choir (see links below). Some 
of this dates back to the 1970s – yet there are certain choir members, 
still singing, whose voices can be heard in these old recordings too!
Don't miss seeing 104 members of our choirs and congregations 
coming together virtually to sing the joyous hymn 'Angel Voices Ever 
Singing' in celebration of our Patronal Festival, Trinity Sunday 2020. 

If you are joining the 10:00am or 11:00am service on Sunday, please 
ensure that you have the new service sheet (see below) that has been 
produced for worship during June. 

With best wishes,  

Robert 
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17 JUNE 
Wisdom and knowledge 

 

Friends, 

“Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it 
in a fruit salad.” That quotation is variously attributed - but I believe it 
originates with Miles Kington. As with any pearl of wisdom, the identity 
of the original author gradually matters less and less. What matters is 
that others learn a new perspective. The wit of Kington’s quotation 
helps fix it in my mind – and I am a better person when I remember that 
wisdom surpasses mere knowledge. Wisdom is what we are being 
given, week by week, in the Midweek Pause to Pray videos. 

Each week we are being offered a spiritual fruit salad – a mix of wise 
perspective, faithful praying, gentle Bible reading, and, now, the 
singing or saying of a psalm. Appropriately, the current series is based 
on the “fruits of the spirit” (Galatians 5). I treasure this list – love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control - not only because it simply and clearly names ways of 
godly living, but also because there is no hierarchy. Peace is not better 
than patience; generosity is not more fundamental than faithfulness.  
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It’s the sort of list that emphasises the need for fellow Christians. It is 
only a whole congregation that can be fully holy. Each perspective 
enriches another. Some of the spiritual power and effectiveness of the 
Midweek P2P videos is that a range of insights and voices is on offer.  

Keeping up with HTSM online 

All our recorded services are available online – Midweek Pause to Pray 
(with contributions from members of our congregations), Sunday Pause 
to Pray (which generally has a recorded version of the sermon given at 
the 10am Zoom service), special services for our young people, and 
our music recordings. Links to these are posted weekly in this 
newsletter (see below), on our website and on Facebook, but perhaps 
the easiest way to access our videos is by subscribing to our own 
YouTube channel – HTSM Guildford! 

Visit the link above and press the red ‘Subscribe’ button, and you will 
then receive a brief notification when a new video is uploaded. 

You can also find a specific video if you click on ‘Playlists’, where you 
will find them arranged under three headings: Pause to Pray, HTSM 
Virtual Choirs & Congregations, and Junior Church. 

Churchwardens report on opening Holy Trinity for Individual Prayer 

Putting on the lights of Holy Trinity and hauling open the doors was 
exciting on Monday 15th June, welcoming people inside the church 
once again. The West-end door bolts for wheeled access were stiff, 
having not been open for over two months but eventually yielded to 
jiggling. 

As soon as the doors were open, two separate visitors came inside, as if 
they had been waiting expectantly for this moment, both stayed over 
15 mins. On Tuesday, a similar thing happened, as soon as the doors 
opened a visitor arrived, staying and praying for over 20 minutes. So, 
opening Holy Trinity is much needed in these strange times. 
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Thank you to those who have already volunteered. If you would like to 
join us to help keep Holy Trinity open in the morning Mon-Sat and are 
not in a vulnerable group, please get in touch by email to let us know. 
Many thanks, Helen Parkinson and ‘Tricia McInstosh   

Many thanks and Young Holy Trinity  

Thanks to Pete Brayne, Hilary Cotton and Andrew Jobson for their 
contributions to last week’s Midweek Pause to Pray reflecting on Joy, 
and to Charlie Alcock and Jonny Hennessey-Brown for this week’s 
reflection on Peace. Special thanks to Martina Smyth who played the 
organ voluntary for our morning service last week. Thanks to Tim 
Stewart who is playing for us this week. 

We are starting a fortnightly letter for “Young Holy Trinity”. Of course, 
we are all young-at-heart; but this mailing will be for those of school 
age, and their parents/guardians. If you would like to be receiving this, 
please subscribe here. 

Postscript 

I have just started reading My sour-sweet days: George Herbert and 
the journey of the soul by Mark Oakley. This is an anthology of 40 
poems by George Herbert, with a short reflection on each. Oakley 
helps us understand each poem (as some of Herbert’s language is hard 
to follow), as well as offering spiritual insight. I treasure this thought 
which comes in the first chapter: “Love can be understood only by 
being loved and by loving." It has been noted that this poem (The 
agonie) begins with lovers of knowledge, and ends with knowers of 
love. However much I love knowledge, I would rather know love. 

With best wishes, 

Robert 
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24 JUNE 
Planning for public worship 

 

Friends,  

From Sunday 5th July, it will be permissible to worship inside Holy 
Trinity church once again. We are drawing up plans to make this 
happen, in a way that is safe. We also need to make this spiritual – 
quiet, settled, communal albeit at a distance. Many of you have said 
how much you miss singing (as well as hearing the choir) – but that may 
have to be delayed a while longer. St Mary’s Church will remain closed 
for the moment, while the building works continue.  

We will continue with Zoom services and recordings, offering high 
quality moments for prayer and reflection. We are keen to keep the 
parish united, acknowledging the wide range of experiences as 
lockdown eases: some delighting, some rightly remaining anxious, 
some unsure; but all wanting to be united in spirit. We will be asking 
for your assistance how to achieve this, once government and church 
guidelines are published. 
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Thank you to those who have already volunteered to staff Holy Trinity 
which is open for individual prayer from 10:00am to 12:00noon, 
Monday to Saturday. If you would like to assist with this, and are not in 
a vulnerable group, let us know. 

I have just finished reading a fascinating book about where Christians 
worshipped in the first years of the church (30 – 300 AD). Some of this 
happened in private houses. Much also happened outdoors (after all, 
this is in the Mediterranean climate): in public gardens, in town 
squares, in the ancient equivalent of G Live or school halls. For the 
early church, worship and faith belonged in public – wherever that was 
possible. I can’t help feeling that the early Christians would recognise 
our “mixed economy” of worship by Zoom, inside Holy Trinity, some 
recorded, some live, with Morning Prayer said daily and so on.  

Keeping up with HTSM online – part 2 

Over half-term Nick Graham gave the girl choristers a challenge to 
choose a favourite piece of music, find out about it, and send him a 
voice note telling him about it. Hattie (Head Chorister), went above and 
beyond and created a whole presentation on Edgar Bainton’s anthem 
'And I saw a new heaven', which we wanted to share with you on the 
Parish Blog. 

Once again, there is good news from the treasurer about further use of 
the Donate Here button on our website. Thank you so much for 
responding promptly and generously, so that we can continue all our 
work in the parish and community. I heard recently about someone 
whose company makes donations to a charity of their employee’s 
choice, through Payroll Giving. I know nothing more than that – but if it 
applies to you, we will gladly receive donations from your employer! 

Trinity Club discussion group will next meet online 30th June 10:30am. 
A talk starts at 10.45am and lasts approximately 30-40 minutes. This 
then leaves time for discussion and questions. This month, Anthony 
Jacques will be addressing:  'So what do chaplains do?'  “I'll be looking 
at the different organisations in which clergy work outside parish 
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ministry, what sort of people this attracts, and whether it is effective or 
not.” Zoom link: Trinity Club • 30th June • 10:30am. 

News from around Guildford 

Even as lockdown eases, food poverty remains a big problem. As we 
approach the summer holidays, the need remains high, especially for 
families with young children. You may already be supporting local food 
banks. As both Holy Trinity and St Mary’s have been a drop off point in 
church for food bank donations in the past (which remains problematic 
to arrange now), you may like to know about Bankuet. I have recently 
been told about this. “You can arrange a one-off payment or standing 
order for Bankuet, naming the food bank you wish to benefit. They 
shop in bulk to save money and provide your nominated food bank 
with the items they most need, when they most need them. It is highly 
efficient, especially with general shopping habits still in a state of flux.” 

I am sad to report the death of Barry Williams, one-time head teacher 
of Holy Trinity School.  He retired to the Isle of Wight, dying last week, 
aged 88. That school has been well served by a series of long-standing 
head teachers. Barry was followed by Richard Rowe, and Clare Brunet, 
the current head.   

Sunday worship and Pause to Pray 

Robert Cotton is preaching online this Sunday on the Gospel for St 
Thomas’s day (which falls in the calendar on July 3rd): John 14.1-6. 

Jonathan Hedgecock is reflecting in the Sunday Pause to Pray on 
Matthew 10.40-42. 

“Patience” is the theme of this week’s Midweek Pause to Pray. Jemima 
Lovatt offers a beautiful and wise reflection on this virtue, which, I find, 
is so hard to put into practice. Jemima speaks wise words about the 
sort of patience that is required when facing difficult unjust situations 
(such as those that have triggered the Black Lives Matter protests). 
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Following the first newsletter for Young Holy Trinity, Tom Pote has now 
recorded a video, re-telling a familiar parable. Keep an eye out for this 
on our YouTube channel. Young Holy Trinity newsletter is for those of 
school age, and their parents / guardians – subscribe here. 

More tea, vicar?  

I would like to keep more in touch with you. There are days when it’s 
tough; there are moments when it would simply be good to see a 
friendly face. So every Wednesday from July 1st onwards, 3:30 – 
4:30pm, I will be drinking my tea, on a Zoom call – and will be keen to 
see you, if you would like to drop in.  Each Wednesday, Tom or Brian or 
I will be present – no sermon, just a friendly face and kind words. Bring 
your own Pimms, if tea is inappropriate. Here's the Zoom link: More tea, 
vicar • Wednesdays • 3:30-4:30pm. 

With best wishes, 

Robert 
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1 JULY 
Holy Trinity opens for worship this Sunday 

 

Friends, 

Finding our way as lockdown eases 

As with so much over the last few months, we are finding our way this 
weekend. We will be continuing with the Zoom services as well as 
opening Holy Trinity for public worship. That is what is being 
recommended by the government regulations. We are testing out the 
best and safest ways to do this, wanting to keep us united as a parish 
and safe in all we do. Comments and feedback are appreciated. 

Holy Trinity's Zoom service will now be held at 10am only.  A new Order 
of Service for July is published below, which you may wish to print.  I 
am sure that we will be continuing these Zoom services for months to 
come. It has been a wonderful way of being together (with the 
breakout rooms), of including new people to Guildford as well as those 
who left some years ago, and of ensuring that all can be united in 
worship (whatever our needs or situation may be). In the poll held last 
Sunday at the end of the Zoom services, a large majority of you voted 
for “please keep things as they are”.  How encouraging! If you have 
suggestions for maintaining the quality of worship, please let me know. 

There will be a Eucharist at 10am, open to all, in Holy Trinity church. 
This service will be broadcast on Zoom. I am in awe of those who make 
the technology work for us. It does mean that, as much as possible, we 
will be united in the same act of worship – Zoom and live.  Sound 
production is the main challenge. This week, we will be testing the best 
ways of ensuring good quality sound. Please bear with us, as we try to 
get this right. 
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There will also be a Eucharist at 11am in Holy Trinity. I expect that the 
congregation at this service will be smaller than at 10am.  So, this may 
be more suited to those who will feel more comfortable being in a 
smaller gathering.  The music, readings and sermon will be the same as 
at 10am. I hope that some of you may wish to support this service time, 
so that we can see if offering two services works well.  This gives us 
confidence that we will be able to accommodate all those who wish to 
attend. 

As you can see, each act of worship has a positive contribution to make 
to the ongoing life of the parish. Your presence at any of these services 
will be good (in terms of prayerfulness) and be supportive of others.  

Worship at Holy Trinity 

So, as we open Holy Trinity Church for public worship, we rely on the 
many ways that you can take care of yourself and others. We each know 
how our behaviour can affect the safety and health of those close by.  
With the church wardens, we are doing all we can to implement 
guidance and regulations safely, wisely and with care, so that worship is 
“Covid-19 secure”.  Here are some practical matters:  
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If you are coming to the 10am service, please arrive earlier than usual. 
On a “normal” Sunday, 90 percent of the congregation seem to arrive 
with one minute to go! If you are coming to the 11am service, please 
arrive at the north door (overlooking the High Street) and wait patiently 
outside, allowing the earlier congregation to leave first. There will be 
people greeting you on each of the main doors, including the ramped 
access in the South West corner. Hand sanitiser will be available at each 
door. If you wish to wear a mask, please bring your own. The accessible 
toilet will be open for use. There will be a paper copy of the words of 
the service on each seat. You are asked to take this away afterwards. 
Perhaps this is a moment not to be using your phone or other IT 
device. Worship can be a moment to relax and be fully present, in the 
presence of God and others. Currently, no singing is allowed. However, 
Martin will be playing the organ so we will have live music – and that 
will contain familiar melodies. At the distribution of communion, you 
will be offered bread only. Refreshments will not be served after 
worship. The collection plate will not be passed around. We continue 
to encourage you to use the Donate Here button on the website. If you 
wish to use a gift aid envelope with cash/cheque, please do so. The 
donations box will be clearly situated under the gallery near the west 
doors. At the end of the 10am service, you will be invited to leave by 
the west doors fairly promptly, while continuing to practice safe social 
distancing of 2 metres. If you are able to move some chairs, that will 
help prepare the way for the congregation at 11am. Clear guidance 
will be given.     

News from around Guildford 

You are invited to join Jen Clay, Fundraising and Partnership Manager 
at Oakleaf (Guildford-based mental health charity) for Mental health 
and COVID-19; supporting yourself and your loved ones, Wednesday 
8th July 7-8pm, hosted by St Nicolas' Church.   

This online talk will discuss how to look after both your own mental 
health and that of loved ones as COVID-19 continues, including 
practical tips and advice, resources, and a Q&A. If interested in taking 
part contact the office. 
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Holy Trinity is open for Individual Prayer 

Thank you to those who have already volunteered to staff Holy Trinity 
from 10am to 12noon, Monday to Saturday.  If you would like to assist 
with this, and are not in a vulnerable group, please let us know. 

Sunday worship and Pause to pray 

Robert Cotton is preaching this Sunday on the passage: “Come to me, 
all who are weary and carrying heavy burdens”, Matthew 11.28-30. 
Please see the new service sheet for July linked below. Brian Roberts is 
preaching this Sunday for St Mary's Church-at-Home. There is a new 
order of service linked below with bible readings – please note that it is 
16 pages if you're thinking of printing it! 

"Kindness" is the theme of this week's Pause to Pray with a lovely 
reading of Psalm 103 by different voices and a tender, personal 
reflection about kindness by Yvonne Cameron. Young Holy Trinity has 
started a fortnightly newsletter for children, young people and their 
parents/guardians – subscribe here. If you're free for a chat this 
afternoon, do 'drop in' online for More tea, vicar • Wednesdays • 3:30 
to 4:30pm. You might find the updated What's On listing on our 
website of use as well this week. 

With best wishes, 

Robert 
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4 JULY  
Worship at Holy Trinity or online 

 

Friends, 

Our pattern of worship tomorrow at Holy Trinity is different from 
previous Sundays in lockdown. We are doing all we can to combine the 
best of a Zoom service (and breakout rooms) at 10am, with live public 
worship in Holy Trinity.  

There will also be a Eucharist at 11am in Holy Trinity. As this is likely to 
be a quieter service, with fewer people present, it may suit those who 
will feel safer in a small congregation. We have no idea how many 
people will attend online, or in person.  We rely on your support and 
readiness to make all these services flow well. 
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I have been stopped by people on the High Street, asking me when 
Holy Trinity will be open again for public worship. They were delighted 
to hear: “This Sunday”. And I know the people who were asking me 
never come to church! Nevertheless, they want us open ‘for business’! 

Please note: The barrier at the bottom of the High Street will be closed, 
7 days each week, from 10am to 6pm. So if you are coming to Holy 
Trinity, please do not expect to drive and park on the High Street. 
Please also refer to detailed Covid-19 guidance given under the 
heading 'Worship at Holy Trinity' in my 1st July newsletter. 

I look forward to seeing you tomorrow in person or online. 

– Robert 
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8 JULY 
New mix of services and activities takes shape 

 

Friends,  

“Tell out, my soul, the 
greatness of the 
Lord” has become a 
favourite hymn, not 
least because it is 
sung to a marvellous 
rousing tune. Both 
words and tune 
combine as an 
encouragement to 
stand tall, take a deep 
breath and shout/proclaim/cry out with joy. That is what is heard and 
seen when your side scores a goal in the last minute. It’s also what I 
feel, standing on a hillside, admiring a wonderful view – though this 
time the exaltation may only be expressed as a quiet deep sigh. Gerard 
Manley Hopkins captures this in some lines of his poem The 
Windhover:  

My heart in hiding 
Stirred for a bird, – the achieve of, the mastery of the thing! 

It is exhilarating to sing out with gusto – though that cannot yet happen 
in our public worship. It is also stirring when others do the equivalent – 
which is what we will hear this week.  On Sunday morning, church bells 
will once again beckon you to worship. This will be done safely (of 
course), for 15 minutes before worship, with only four bells being rung. 
If you can’t hear the bells from where you live, take heart that they are 
being rung once again! “Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord, to 
children’s children and for evermore”. 
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Worship at Holy Trinity 

There is a new phrase that is in vogue: “blended church”! Apparently, 
that is what we are doing at Holy Trinity. In secular terms, we are 
“online, and in-store”! All this means is that, at 10am, we are now 
holding worship that fully involves those who are following the service 
on Zoom and those who are really present in Holy Trinity.  After much 
trial and error, we have worked out how people on Zoom can 
contribute to the service, so that we continue to value the unity of our 
congregation, wherever you may be. With this in mind, we have 
decided not to continue the 11am service in person or by Zoom. 

I have received some beautiful appreciative messages about the 
worship last Sunday – how good it was to hear the mix of voices 
responding to the prayers; how good to see others receiving 
communion; that it felt and looked safe (said both by those at home 
and in church). The chairs are arranged at 2 metres distance. We 
estimate that Holy Trinity can accommodate a further 30 people with 
comfort, all still being at the full 2-metre distancing. Last Sunday, we 
estimate that there were overall 160 people involved in the 10am 
service which is very encouraging. Our plan is to keep this form of 
worship going throughout the summer – not least because this will 
enable you to join in worship wherever you are in the world.  

A few simple practical matters: If you are coming to the 10am service, 
please arrive promptly. Hand sanitiser will be available at each door. If 
you wish to wear a mask, please bring your own. The accessible toilet 
will be open for use. There will be a paper copy of the words of the 
service on each seat. Currently, no singing is allowed. At the 
distribution of communion, you will be offered bread only. 
Refreshments will not be served after worship. The High Street will be 
closed to traffic from 10am to 6pm. 

The Holy Trinity churchwardens write: “A big thank you to all who made 
the return to Holy Trinity on July 5th companionable and comfortable. 
It is wonderful to be part of such a supportive community. In this 
current situation we need a number of people as 'Welcomers', who 
feel comfortable and safe in this role, to manage the flow of 
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congregation into and out of church. If you would like to volunteer, 
please let us know.”  – ‘Tricia McIntosh & Helen Parkinson  

News from around Guildford  

You are invited to join Jen Clay of Oakleaf for ‘Mental health and 
COVID-19; supporting yourself and loved ones’, this evening 
(Wednesday 8th July) 7-8pm, hosted by St Nicolas’ Church.  To join, 
click the link above. On July 14th, George Abbot Christian Union is 
hosting a Summer Quiz for students at George Abbot School to make 
up for the missed Summer term and to get people excited about 
starting again in September. For more information, please contact the 
George Abbot Christian Union.  

What’s on 

As lockdown is gradually eased, some parish activities are opening up 
again – and some are doing this in fresh ways.  We are keeping the 
What’s On page of the parish website as up to date as we can.  This 
lists what is happening now – and also indicates what will resume, and 
how, when more becomes possible. Our new weekly chat 'drop in' via 
Zoom continues: More tea, vicar • Wednesdays • 3:30 to 4:30pm.  

On Sunday at 4pm, I am hosting a short service/event for the Holy 
Trinity choristers (all ages) to thank them for their contributions to 
parish life, and to send them on their way into the summer break with 
gladness and gratitude.  We all enjoyed so much the Easter hymn (and 
other anthems) that were brought together by the parish musicians.  
Doesn’t Easter feel an age away?!  But I still watch that video, if I need a 
boost.  You can do so too, by visiting our YouTube channel. 

Sunday worship and Pause to pray

Jonathan Hedgecock is preaching this Sunday on Matthew 13.1-9, 
19-23, the familiar Parable of the Sower, and will be reflecting on the 
ways in which we hear and receive God's word.

Andy Wheeler is preaching this Sunday for St Mary's Church-at-Home. 
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Sara Gillingham is reflecting on God’s generosity, and our response to 
this by being inclusive, in this week’s Midweek Pause to Pray.

Young Holy Trinity - watch out for Pippa's Bible story video this 
weekend.

With best wishes,  

Robert 
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16 JULY 
Masks in church and moving into summer 

 

Friends, 

In Ancient Greece all actors 
wore masks with extra-large 
features while on stage, not 
in order to distance 
themselves but actually so as 
to achieve better 
engagement and 
communication with their 
sometimes far-distant 
audience. How could the audience know that the person was an actor 
(and therefore was seeking to perform a character) unless they were 
fully dressed, including a mask? So, the mask was a symbol of wanting 
to communicate. Only many centuries later did the idea arise that a 
mask could hide someone’s “real” intentions. We now generally 
interpret masks as signs of hypocrisy and unreality. Perhaps that 
explains some of the reluctance to wearing them now.   

Masks and worship at Holy Trinity 

I have to admit that I am finding some difficulties with mask-wearing. 
My glasses steam up. I do not have good hearing, so I rely to some 
extent on lip-reading.  And by association, I want people to see my lips 
and face when I am preaching, for example, so that they can engage 
fully with me and my message. That said, I recognise the health 
benefits of mask-wearing – both for myself and those around me. We 
are not making masks compulsory at worship, while the medical and 
government guidance is rather equivocal. We will follow regulations as 
they change. All we can do now is to encourage you to protect yourself 
and to have concern for your neighbours. 
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At a practical level, it is very clear that we are all safer in well ventilated 
environments. During worship at HT, the doors are left open, ensuring 
a steady flow of fresh air. We’re not yet sure what we will do when 
October chill and rain comes – but that’s a few months away! It is 
interesting to note that the advice for Primary Schools is explicitly that 
people should not wear masks, as other matters need to be considered 
such as safeguarding. So, this is a complex issue – and will be made 
only more challenging as/when singing is allowed in church! 

To help keep Holy Trinity as a resourceful church, 'Tricia McIntosh 
writes: "Should you require a face mask, there will be a selection of 
cotton washable masks on sale in Holy Trinity at £5 each from this 
Sunday. Made by a Guildfordian, the proceeds will feed 70 very poor 
families in Ecuador. Please buy and wear, thank you!”   

A few simple practical reminders about worship at HT: Those 
welcoming you will be wearing a mask. Hand sanitiser will be available 
at each door. If you wish to wear a mask, please bring your own. The 
accessible toilet will be open for use. There will be a paper copy of the 
words of the service on each seat. Currently, no singing is allowed. At 
the distribution of communion, you will be offered bread only. 

News from around Guildford 

Katharine Lovatt writes: “SpareHand is a COVID-19 response initiative 
that connects charities to local volunteers. We are looking for 
volunteers to sign up in Guildford to support local organisations 
including Number Five and Vaughan House. SpareHand facilitates 
micro-volunteering, so you don’t need to commit every week and can 
just do a shift as and when you are able to! If this is of interest, please 
sign up at https://bit.ly/sparehand. Thank you! Feel free to contact 
katharinelovatt16@gmail.com with any questions, or with suggestions 
for local charities we could support. 

We're also looking for one or two Hub Leads to help us grow in Surrey. 
Looking for enthusiastic people who can commit to 5 hours a week for 
a period of ideally 6 months. We're a start-up, so the work will be 
hands-on with plenty of responsibility and has a great team spirit.” 
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I have heard from two members of the congregation: “we have already 
signed up for this.  We have done some jobs for them and found it easy 
to do.”  Be encouraged! 

As we enter the summer season 

Morning Prayer will continue on a daily basis (Monday to Friday at 
8:30am, Saturday at 9:30am).  If you use the Zoom link, you will be 
joining a group of about 10 people.  It’s easy to drop in, once in a while 
or on a regular day.  You will only be asked to do a reading if you feel 
comfortable with that.  Some prefer to remain silent for the 20-minute 
service. The leader will guide you through the service – a peaceful start 
to the day. 

Sunday worship will continue – on Zoom from St Mary’s at 10:30am, 
and from Holy Trinity at 10am (which is also “live”).  Do consider 
attending this worship wherever you may be, enjoying the sun in the 
Lake District, or in your pyjamas when camping in the rain! We are 
pleased that we can now include contributions to the service at Holy 
Trinity from those Zooming at home. The 8am Holy Communion service 
will continue weekly. 

The weekly letter will continue – but there will no longer be an email 
reminder on Saturday. Thank you to everyone for making our pattern of 
communications and worship work so well. It’s always helpful to have 
feedback and appreciation. 

Opportunities for children and young people will continue till the end 
of July, and take a complete break in August. This includes Café Club, 
Sunday Chat room and letters/videos. The choirs have already begun 
their summer break. 

Midweek Pause to Pray will continue for two more weeks, completing 
the series on the “Fruits of the Spirit” with gentleness and self-control. 
Sunday Pause to Pray will continue through the summer, on a weekly 
basis. 
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“More tea, vicar?” is now closed. We are very keen to keep in touch 
with each other, and will be looking for new ways of doing this from 
early September.  Suggestions welcome. 

The What’s on page of the parish website is the way to keep up to date 
with what is happening now.  As lockdown is gradually eased, some 
parish activities are opening up again – and some are doing this in 
fresh ways.  

Sunday worship and Pause to Pray

Robert is preaching this Sunday at Holy Trinity on Matthew 5.20–26.

Keith Beckingham's reflection at St Mary's this Sunday will be on 
Matthew 13: 24–30 and 36–43.

Anne Marriott is reflecting on faithfulness, to the series on the “Fruits of 
the Spirit”, in the Midweek Pause to Pray.

Young Holy Trinity: watch out for the letter from Pippa and Tom 
tomorrow.

With best wishes, 
 
Robert 
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23 JULY 
New ways to come together 

 

Dear friends, 

Have you noticed how many new 
terms have been coined recently? In 
a close second after ‘you’re muted’, 
the phrase that is most on my tongue 
is ‘blended church’. Like most of 
these new concepts, we’re still 
working out what this really means, 
but at the moment it refers to church 
services that happen both in church 
and online at the same time – it’s what 
we’ve done in Holy Trinity for the past 
three Sundays.  

For us it’s about more than just broadcasting a service for people to 
see at home, it’s about our community coming together from wherever 
they are for worship. This also means adapting the reading and 
intercession rotas to include contributions from people not in the 
church building. We’re still learning what this new way of gathering to 
pray looks like, and we are very grateful for your support and 
encouragement as we embark on the next stage of this journey 
together. 

In blending, we are pushing the boundaries of the technology we have 
and that we know how to use. My friends and family find the idea that I 
have become an IT techie for worship services quite a funny one – I 
have always been a sort of ‘young techno-dinosaur’. However, 
mastering (I use the term lightly) Zoom and serving our community in 
this new way has been really enjoyable. 
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As we move forwards in our ‘blendedness’, we need to build a team of 
volunteers who are willing to play a role in running the technological 
part of our services. There’s no need to be an IT wiz and of course full 
training will be provided. Please let me know if you’d be interested in 
helping out! 

A few simple practical reminders about worship at HT: Those 
welcoming you will be wearing a mask and hand sanitiser will be 
available at each door. If you wish to wear a mask, please bring your 
own. There will be some masks available for a donation to charity at the 
entrance to the church. The accessible toilet will be open for use. There 
will be a paper copy of the words of the service on each seat. Currently, 
no singing is allowed. At the distribution of communion, you will be 
offered bread only. Parking on the High Street is currently suspended 
between 10am-6pm on Sundays.  

Contactless Donations 

A few months ago we introduced the Big Red Button on the parish 
website for you to make financial donations to the parish and we are 
very grateful for all the donations we have been given and which we 
continue to receive. Now that we are able to open the church, we 
realise that, while many people prefer to give in person, for others 
using cash is less convenient or less hygienic. It is now possible to 
donate a sum between £5 and £45 using your contactless card in Holy 
Trinity. Please note, however, that to gift aid your donation, you will 
need to complete a white envelope, which can be placed in the 
donations box (please indicate the amount donated), or you should 
continue to use the donations page on the website.   

Trinity Club by Zoom 

Staying with the subject of a changing church, The Revd Adrian Leak 
will address the Trinity Club via Zoom on Tuesday 28 July 2020, 
10.30am–12.00 on the topic, ‘Is the C of E middle-aged? Answer - Yes, 
and that is its strength: wise enough to value the past, bold enough to 
embrace the present.’ 
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Please do join us for what promises to be a stimulating talk, the 
friendship and the argie bargie. Bring your own chocolate biscuits and 
frothy coffee. 

Morning Prayer 

Weekday mornings at 8.30am for 20 minutes. There’s no obligation to 
come every day and you won’t have to say or read anything if you don’t 
want to. This is a lovely, calm, peaceful way to begin the day. Why not 
give it a go this summer? Please note that there will be no Saturday 
morning prayer in August.  

Sunday Worship and Pause to Pray 

Jonathan Hedgecock reflects on Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52 at Holy 
Trinity and in the Pause 
to Pray video. 

Rosemary Lee will be 
preaching at St Mary’s. 
Readings are 1 Kings 3: 
5-12 and Romans 8: 
26-29 

Midweek Pause to Pray: 
Ian and Margaret Hay-
Campbell reflect on 
Gentleness. 

Young Holy Trinity – 
watch out for Robert’s 
video this weekend. 

With prayers for the week ahead, 

Tom 

    |   HTSM Weekly Letter 202079



29 JULY 
An unchanging God for a new normal  

 

Dear friends, 

Last week I wrote about the phrase 
‘blended church.’ This week I’ve 
been pondering the phrase ‘new 
normal’. Surely I can’t be the only 
one to be rather confused by the 
ever-changing rules and regulations 
regarding social distancing and so 
on? We’re encouraged to take these 
changes in our stride as we 
establish new routines, but that is 
easier said than done. 

Humans are creatures of habit. A 
cliché I know, but I think we can all identify with the feeling of wanting 
things to calm down, allowing us to get a new rhythm going in our 
lives. It can be disorientating not knowing what tomorrow will bring or 
what we will or won’t be able to do. Of course, for millions of people 
around the world, living with unpredictability and loss of control has 
long been normal and the last few months have given us a glimmer of 
insight into how hard life is for them. I have no idea when the new 
normal will come or what it will look like. But while I pray that we’ll have 
a clearer understanding of normality soon, I’m comforted by these 
words from the book of Ecclesiastes, ‘What has been will be again, 
what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under 
the sun.’ 

I find not having a clear vision of the way forwards unsettling, but our 
faith is in an unchanging God who is the same yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow – remembering that will be at the heart of my ‘new normal’. 
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Face masks in church  

Many of you may have seen that the Church of England now ‘strongly 
advises’ people attending worship in churches to wear a face covering. 
In light of this, the church wardens of Holy Trinity have the following 
message for us all: “At this time, when the Church of England urges 
those who can to wear a mask inside church, please come and choose 
from the masks at the back of church on Sunday. A variety of beautiful 
masks have been made by Annelise Wilkinson.The masks are washable 
and have an integral wire at the top for fitting comfortably around the 
nose as well as a pocket for inserting a tissue/ filter. All proceeds go to 
feed destitute families in Ecuador. Please consider buying one, 
suggested donation £5. Should you want a mask but cannot come to 
church please contact 'Tricia who will deliver them to you.”  
Many thanks, Helen Parkinson and 'Tricia McIntosh 

We have a new service sheet for August which can be downloaded 
here. It has been a real delight over the past few weeks that people 
have continued to join the ‘Zoom church’ while on holiday. So far, I 
believe that the furthest connection has been from France, let’s see if 
(Covid-19 restrictions permitting) HTSM can make its way across 
Europe by the end of September!  

A few practical reminders about worship at Holy Trinity

Those welcoming you will be wearing a mask and hand sanitiser will be 
available at each door. If you wish to wear a mask, please bring your 
own, or buy one in church (see above). The accessible toilet will be 
open for use.  There will be a paper copy of the service sheet on each 
seat. Currently, no singing is allowed. At the distribution of 
communion, you will be offered bread only. Parking on the High Street 
is suspended 10am-6pm on Sundays. 

Worship in the parish this week

On Sunday morning at Holy Trinity and on Pause to Pray, I will be 
reflecting on the feeding of the five thousand in Matthew 14.13-21.
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At St. Mary’s Church-at-
Home, Rod Pierce will 
be reflecting on ‘The 
Generosity of God’ and 
the service will include 
an Agape meal.

In the last in the series 
on The Fruits of the 
Spirit, Phil Hancock 
reflects on self-control 
in our Midweek Pause 
to Pray. Holy Trinity is 
open Monday-Saturday from 10am - 12pm for private prayer. If you’re 
coming into town, or if you fancy finding a quite space for a few 
moments, why not pop in and see us? At the front of the church there 
are candles which you can light there or take home with you.

The Young Christian Climate Network This is an action-focused 
community of young Christians in the UK (18-30 years old) choosing to 
follow Jesus in the pursuit of climate justice. The group has three aims: 
to connect young Christians into an inclusive community engaged with 
climate justice, to take and facilitate collective action towards climate 
justice, motivated by faith, and to see ourselves and our communities 
grow in passion and understanding, learning with humility and 
reflection. Membership opens from the 1st August before a more 
official launch event in September.  

Condolences We are very saddened by the news that Nick Farbridge 
died peacefully on Monday morning. Nick was known and loved by 
many people in the parish and in Onslow Village where he and Penny 
lived following his retirement as vicar of Shere. We hold Penny, Fiona 
and Rupert in our prayers as we remember Nick with thanksgiving. May 
he rise in glory! 

Wherever you are, may this week be filled with God’s blessings.  
– Tom 
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6 AUGUST 
Kwasa update and new rule for face coverings 

 

 
Dear friends, 

Had things turned out differently, the group of young people going to 
visit Kwasa this summer would have returned to Guildford this week. 
Many of you who have visited the college, or whose children have 
been, know how the experience is powerful and enriching for the 
community in Kwasa as much as it is for the travellers. We were really 
sad not to be able to travel to South Africa this summer, but we mustn’t 
forget the plight of the hundreds of children the school educates and 
cares for. At the end of last week Sharron Dinnie, the principal of Kwasa 
College sent this message: 

It is so good to hear from you, and that you think about us. It is 
challenging at the moment - as it is all over the world! My schedule is 
hectic, and I feel the responsibility heavily at times. Last Friday two staff 
members tested positive for Covid-19. I therefore had to close the 
school and premises for two weeks so that sanitation and deep cleaning 
can take place once again. It is so kind of people to keep on knitting - 
there will be little heads waiting for the hats when next a group visits!!! 
Our biggest need at the moment is your support and prayers. Please 
pray for parents struggling to pay fees, and pray for the safety of our 
children, staff and families. I would be most grateful for your prayers. 
With my love and prayers, Sharron 
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It’s too soon to plan another trip to South Africa, but, in the meantime, 
we welcome any creative ideas for supporting the Kwasa community. 

Face coverings required in church from this Sunday 

Following the latest government regulations about the wearing of face 
coverings in places of worship, the Church of England has asked that 
all worshippers and ministers follow this rule. This rule doesn’t apply to 
those whose health prevents them from wearing a mask. We realise 
that communication is about far more than just hearing and that seeing 
lips moving, and facial expression, counts for so much. There is no easy 
solution to this especially given that the Church of England advises us 
that the use of clear visors is not sufficient. However, we are doing our 
best to improve the experience for everyone. 

Worship in the parish this week 

On Sunday morning at Holy Trinity and on Pause to Pray, Rod Piece will 
be preaching on Jesus calming the storm in Matthew 14.22-33.  

At St. Mary’s Church-at-Home, Keith and Hilary Beckingham will also be 
reflecting on the calming the storm, ‘Do not be afraid, it is I’. 

Bell Ringing at Holy Trinity 

Many people have said how good it is to hear the church bells ringing 
on Sunday mornings again after several months of silence. The 
guidance on bell ringing allows us to ring half of the bells in Holy 
Trinity and we’re delighted that they will ring on Saturday 15th August 
at 11am to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VJ Day. 

Parking on the High Street 

Guildford Borough Council has currently suspended parking on the 
High Street to allow for the orange barriers used for helping people to 
queue outside the shops. This means that it is not possible to park 
outside Holy Trinity on Sunday mornings.  
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The next best option is to park in the Castle Car Park (formerly 
Sydenham Road Car Park) at the back of the church. There is step free 
access to the church by going along the path in front of the Royal Oak, 
down past the parish office, along the front of the church and around 
the corner to the South West door which has a permanent metal ramp.  

Please let us know in advance if you would like someone to help you 
from the car park to church on Sunday mornings. 

Parish Blog 

Over the next few weeks the parish blog will be looking at how some 
of the charities we support through our Outward Giving have coped 
during lockdown. Keep an eye out for updates – https://
www.htsmguildford.org/parish-blog. 

With prayers for the week ahead. 

Tom 
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13 AUGUST 
Taking time to walk with God 

 

Friends, 

Thank you for your support. Well over 30 of you have written letters of 
support for the planning application that we have recently lodged with 
the Council. The proposal is to replace the old, ineffective windows in 
the Trinity Centre with energy-efficient double glazing. This will make a 
small contribution to our eco-friendliness. I have spoken with our local 
councillors about the importance of matching policies with action. 
After all, Guildford Borough Council “declared” a climate emergency. 
Well, this is a way of doing something about that. I am particularly 
pleased that we are pressing ahead with this, even in the situation of 
this pandemic. I am sure that you will have heard how much people are 
recognising that we need to emerge from this difficult time in a 
different way. That is what is captured in the phrase “Build back better”.  

During my recent holiday, I read a provocative book: The production of 
money by Ann Pettifor. In part of this, she describes how in today’s 
banking system there is an increasing separation of money and value. 
Money that breeds money is what is known as usury. Money that is 
used to produce things that are worthwhile creates value, and is 
responsible investment.  In this project, we are seeking to put our 
money where our values lie. Thank you for your support. We know this 
work needs to happen. I look forward (with trepidation) to the 
Borough’s Planning Committee that will make the decision.  

Walking with God 

Jonathan Hedgecock writes: “Over the last few months, we have 
probably all found both frustrations and joys about having to slow our 
lives down in different ways.  One of the things we may have found at 
times is that we've been noticing our surroundings more - it became a 
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feature of many conversations 
in the springtime that people 
were hearing more birds... 
Was it that there were more 
birds this year, or just that we 
were noticing them?  I think 
we can guess the answer...  
One of the ways of 
connecting with God in our 
daily lives can be consciously to put ourselves in God's presence, 
wherever we are and whatever we're doing, and to be ready to notice 
the signs of God in our midst.  This week I have recorded a meditative 
prayer walk in a familiar part of Guildford, which you can find on our 
YouTube channel, reflecting on Mary's song, the Magnificat.  We hope 
to record more such walks in the coming weeks, to remind us all that 
wherever we are, God walks with us.” 

A request 

Last week we had a meeting to discuss restarting worship in St. Mary's. 
This is a very exciting time for the parish as the renovation work there 
draws to a close and we begin to think about the next chapter in the 
church's long history. Unfortunately, it is proving to be very hard to 
install broadband at St. Mary's, although we hope to have it in the not-
too distant future. As we are all realising, having Wi-Fi to allow a Zoom 
connection is fast becoming an essential part of church life and so, in 
the meantime, we need to find a temporary solution in the form of a 
portable 4G Wi-Fi router. If you have one that you'd be willing to let us 
borrow for a few days to experiment with, please let us know.  “New 
wine in old wineskins”?! 

Stories of hope and renewal 

Over the next few weeks the parish blog will be looking at how some 
of the charities we support through our Outward Giving have coped 
during lockdown. Keep an eye out for updates on our website.  
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Worship in the parish this week 

On Sunday morning at Holy Trinity, Jonathan Hedgecock will be 
preaching about the Magnificat, as the feast of the Assumption of Mary 
falls on August 15th.The reading is found in Luke 1.46-55. 

At St. Mary’s Church-at-Home, Stephen Marriott will be preaching on 
“My house is a house of prayer for all people”, which is a quotation 
from Isaiah 56 that Jesus uses himself (when he cleanses the temple). 
The gospel reading is also about Jesus extending his mission to 
include those who are often 
regarded as ‘beyond the pale’. 
Matthew 15.21-28. 

Brian Roberts has recorded a 
Pause to Pray that is focussed on 
the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day. 
He reflects on the existence of 
nuclear weapons, sin, pride and 
the call to peace. 

Morning Prayer continues each 
weekday at 8:30am. This is a simple way to start the day well. You can 
join in easily, with no previous experience. Forthcoming services and 
other parish activities are updated regularly on the What's On page on 
our website.  

And finally …. 

Over the next few weeks, we have been asked to provide in some local 
parishes ministers to cover sickness or absence (Andrew Norman’s 
retirement from St Nicolas). I will be leading worship at St Mark’s Wyke 
this Sunday. I am grateful that Stephen Marriott is covering my duty at 
St Mary’s, so I am free to go to Wyke. It is good to be able to support 
neighbours, and encourage them in difficult times. 

– Robert 
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20 AUGUST 
Looking deeply into the human soul 

 

Dear Friends, 

I cried. I don’t usually cry, even in tear-jerking movies (apart from The 
Railway Children, which always reduces me to tears). But this summer I 
unashamedly cried while reading Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell. I had to 
put the book down at times, because I was so moved. If I were now 
teaching at a theological college, I would recommend this novel as a 
brilliant, insightful description of the pain and bewilderment of 
bereavement. When I was training as a priest, the recommended 
equivalent was A Grief Observed by CS Lewis. But this is just as 
evocative. Don’t worry - it is not a sad novel; but it is very moving: 
poignant, perceptive, hopeful, realistic. What’s more, the novel is based 
on a fantastic description of how deeply people can understand each 
other and take delight in their peculiar characteristics. Husband and 
wife, mother and son, siblings and friends - in many different ways, the 
novel shows how we are enriched through close relationships when we 
experience acceptance, not only for who we are but also for who we 
are becoming. In that way, the tragedy of the novel is located in a 
framework of love, joy, honesty and trust. This is not a simple historical 
novel though it is based on the true story of Shakespeare, his wife and 
their son who died early. Ironically, I finished the book with a similar 
feeling that I have at the end of a Shakespeare play: that I have been 
enabled to look deeply into the human soul; I have understood more 
of what it is like to be tempted, travailed, and provoked by pride or 
lust; and that, in drawing closer to others, I am readier to face the 
challenges of living well myself.  

The Parish Office at work 

I am very grateful to Michèle and Corinne for keeping the parish office 
functioning well throughout lockdown. Much of their work has been 
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done remotely.  We have had to learn new ways of doing things – some 
of which are proving really useful and more efficient. A time of furlough 
has happened, though this is coming to an end.  So we need to 
establish a new working pattern that will be safe for them, and help the 
parish flourish. If you want to be in touch with the office, the best way to 
start is by email: office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk.  

The office is a very constrained space, where it is hard to be 2 metres 
apart from each other.  So please do not call in unannounced with the 
expectation of being able to spend time in the office.  Face to face 
meetings may have to take place outside, or in the lower hall (if it is not 
being used).  Core office hours remain 9:30 am to 1:00 pm. Anything 
arriving outside those times will be dealt with promptly, but that may 
be on the next day.  

Parish Blog Last week we heard from Citizens Advice Guildford and 
Guildford Samaritans. Next up in the blog found our website is news 
from Holy Trinity Pewley Down School. Photos included!  

Worship in the parish this week 

Corinne Jones will be preaching 
at Holy Trinity this Sunday on 
Matthew 16.13-20, ‘Turning sterile 
pits into cradles of life’ and has 
recorded a Pause to Pray that will 
be available to view at the 
weekend.  
At St. Mary’s Church-at-Home, 
Keith Beckingham will be 
reflecting on theme 'Our Inherent Identity'.  The readings are from 
Isaiah 51: 1-6 and Matthew 16: 13-20. 
Morning Prayer continues each weekday at 8:30am. This is a simple 
way to start the day well. You can join in easily for the 20-minute 
meditation. Services and other parish activities are updated regularly 
on our website.   

– Robert 
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27 AUGUST 
On being resourceful and resilient 

 

Friends, 

I love puzzles, crosswords, 
Sudoku and quizzes. Except 
the one thing that terrifies me 
about a quiz is that there is 
often a round of questions on 
the Bible. Please don’t be 
shocked but I am hopeless at 
that. What did God create on the fourth day? What is the seventh 
commandment? Questions such as these always frustrate me. Rest 
assured that I have read the relevant chapters of the Bible, but I am 
hopeless at trying to remember that level of detail. 

So I was worried last weekend when the quiz-setter announced the 
Bible question. “You have three minutes to write down as many books 
of the Bible as you can”. Hurrah, I thought: I can do this. And anyway, 
within three minutes, I won’t be able to write all that I know quickly 
enough and so it won’t be obvious how much I don’t know. I was 
wrong. There was still 45 seconds to go, and I had run out of ideas. 
Admittedly, I could name 46 of the 66 books in the Bible - but that still 
leaves 20 that had completely slipped my mind. Amongst the most 
obvious, I was embarrassed not to be able to recall Acts of the 
Apostles, and Jonah. Later that evening, as I began to kick myself for  
how much I had forgotten, I was reminded that the Bible is not a store 
of knowledge, it is a spur to spiritual maturity. The Bible is given to us, 
not so much to be informative, but to be formative. As we read and 
listen to passages, as we ponder on sermons that are reflecting on 
Bible passages, we are being formed into wiser, more mature, kinder, 
more resilient people. 
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It’s a bit like meals: we may remember a handful of really special meals 
in our lifetime, but we are nourished by thousands of meals that we 
have forgotten. It’s okay both to remember and to store away out of 
sight. Revelation both reveals and re-veils. Some aspects of the Bible’s 
revelation should be active in how we live each day, and other aspects, 
once heard, can be safely stored away - probably inaccessible to us 
most of the time - but will be part of forming who we are at a deeper 
level. 

St Augustine wrote: “The whole of life of the good Christian is a holy 
longing. What you long for, as yet you do not see. By withholding of 
the vision, God extends our longing. Through longing, God extends 
our soul.” In these troublesome times, we will all be challenged to 
adapt and find resources that we did not know we had. One of the 
great spurs to being resourceful and resilient is to be grateful. As you 
prepare yourself for sleep, try to spend some time naming to yourself, 
say, 10 things to be grateful for this day and this will ‘extend your soul’. 
We become big-hearted both by longing well, and by thanking often. 

On an August Bank Holiday about 40 years ago, I set off from London 
with five fellow students in a tatty old car for a weekend in the Lake 
District. To avoid the traffic, we departed at about 5 am. So, halfway 
there, we felt cramped and hungry. One person suddenly said: “My 
uncle and aunt live nearby. Let’s call in on them”. Unexpected, six 
ravenous students arrive on their doorstep at 8 am. Within half an hour, 
Uncle Jimmy and Auntie Sue sat us down to bacon, eggs, toast and 
coffee. I can still remember leaving their kitchen in some 
embarrassment - an empty fridge and a table groaning with dirty 
crockery. But I have never forgotten their example of generosity and 
resourcefulness. I was so glad they lived with a full fridge. I was even 
more grateful that God had extended their soul so that they responded 
with immediate kindness. That’s a meal that I will never forget - both 
the food and the attitude of my hosts.  

So, on the next occasion that I score only 2 out of 10 on the Bible 
questions in a quiz, I hope that God will have taken the other 8 answers 
and moulded them into my character.  
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Bandwidth in Holy Trinity  

Over the past few weeks, a few people have asked us if we can 
improve the WiFi connection in Holy Trinity for services on Sunday 
mornings. Tests on our WiFi reveal that we don't need to upgrade as 
the connection speed is very good. However, there are two things that 
everyone can do to help. If you are coming to church, please switch 
your phone to 'flight mode' or at the very least turn off the WiFi 
function. This will stop your phone from trying to lock onto our network 
to carry out background tasks during the service. 

If you are participating in the service from home and you have trouble 
hearing the words, the problem is likely to be your bandwidth, not 
ours. To help improve the sound quality, you can turn off your video. 
You'll still be able to see everything going on in church, we just won't 
be able to see you. You could also turn off other devices in your home 
that might be draining the available bandwidth. 

Anyone visiting Holy Trinity this week will notice that there is a large TV 
screen at the front of church. We hope that by next Sunday we'll be 
able to see the reader or intercessor from home and not just hear their 
voice. Please be assured that no other liturgical uses are planned for 
the TV screen at present. 

News from around Guildford 

Supporting the Food Bank in Guildford - The North Guildford Food 
Bank has a ‘currently wanted’ list of items on display at Sainsbury's in 
Burpham where you can leave donations. This list is also posted on 
their Facebook page. Please continue to support the Food Bank either 
via Burpham Sainsbury's or by making a donation via Bankuet until it is 
possible to resume a monthly collection in church 

Job vacancies - Guildford Town Centre Chaplaincy is seeking a new 
Street Angel Coordinator (24 hours/week) and Community Angels 
Project Support Assistant (24 hours/week). Please go to their website 
for full details. 
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Parish Blog  

the latest Parish blog post looks at the work of Shooting Star Children's 
Hospices and South West Surrey Cruse Bereavement Care. Next we 
shall hear from Christians Against Poverty and Guildford Action.  

Worship in the parish this week  

This Sunday, Jonathan Hedgecock is preaching at Holy Trinity on Mark 
7.31–37, and will be reflecting on the significance of Jesus’s healing 
miracles.  At St. Mary’s Church-at-Home, Stephen Marriott will be 
preaching and the bible readings are from Romans 12: 9–21 and 
Matthew 16: 21–27. 

Morning Prayer continues each weekday at 8:30am. This is a simple 
way to start the day well. You can join in easily for the 20-minute 
meditation by following the links below. 

Robert is presiding 
and preaching at St 
Nicolas on Sunday 
at 10 am. We will 
be assisting that 
parish for a while as 
Andrew Norman, 
the previous 
Rector, retired in 
July and they will 
be “in vacancy” for 
some months to 
come. 

Services and other parish activities are updated regularly on our 
website.   

– Robert 
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3 SEPTEMBER 
Singing again at Holy Trinity and planning for 

worship at St Mary’s 

 

Friends, 

“The one who sings, prays twice” said St Augustine. First, the words of 
the prayer are an offering to God; in addition, by singing, you are 
adding to the honour and praise offered. So, in this week when we are 
re-introducing singing to worship at Holy Trinity, our worship will be 
even richer. I am delighted that on Sunday, assuming all our plans go 
well, there will be a small adult choir at our 10am service – visible and 
audible to those on Zoom as well as those on site. Of course, we have 
worked carefully to make this safe. The guidelines for public worship 
are constantly changing – so what we do in church is adapting as well: 
this week it is singing, and the way we distribute communion. If you 
have questions about how we are abiding by the regulations, please 
ask me.  

The big step forward last week at Holy Trinity involved the introduction 
of a screen so that those on site can see and appreciate the presence 
of the person on Zoom who is reading the gospel. We continue to work 
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hard at keeping the experience of worship as united and as positive as 
possible, whether you are on Zoom or in Holy Trinity. Just as the Zoom 
gospel reader is now visible to the congregation, so also is the 
congregation visible during the distribution of communion.  We make 
this visible on Zoom, so that you can feel you are participating in the 
same actions – people in the congregation in church are visible but not 
identifiable (we deserve privacy in this intimate, prayerful moment). 

So, for this first week of choral worship, adult choristers will be singing.  
I am sure that this will bring joy to many.  The girl and boy choristers 
are beginning rehearsing together once again.  They will sing in 
worship once we have learnt from this week’s experience.  Augustine 
was right: singing deepens worship. 

But I have heard other versions of his phrase, such as “The one who 
sings well, sings twice”.  Nonsense!  It does not matter if you are 
singing a semitone flat, or out of time, or screeching on the high notes 
– if that is your style, take a deep breath and sing out your praise to 
God!  The depth of worship does not depend on auditioning for the 
heavenly choir.  But what about this?  “The one who listens to others 
singing, prays twice”.  We add to worship by the quality of our 
attentiveness.  After all, what makes for a good conversation?  Just a 
skilful raconteur?  Surely, the one who listens with full care and 
attention creates the right setting so that sparkling conversation 
happens.  Sing, listen, pray – all we do honours God, and supports each 
other. We propose to begin “blended church” worship at St Mary’s on 
Sunday 20th September.  A large faithful Zoom congregation has 
developed over the last months.  We have been blessed by the 
presence of many worshippers from around the Wey Valley Methodist 
Circuit.  As the building works at St Mary’s near completion, we wanted 
to re-start prayer happening within this ancient building itself.  St 
Mary’s will be open for Heritage Day 12th September. The Mayor is 
visiting on Tuesday 15th, to give us best wishes from the town and 
then, on the following Sunday, the walls of St Mary’s will echo once 
again to the praise of God.  

Face masks Masks will be available in Holy Trinity when the church is 
open 10am-12pm Monday to Saturday and on Sunday morning. 
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Annelise Wilkinson, raising money for poor families in Ecuador, has 
made these comfortable and re-useable masks (donation £5). Annelise 
will also be making children’s masks when she has received new fabric.  

Message from Holy Trinity's churchwardens 

Opening Holy Trinity Monday–Saturday from 
10am–12pm for Individual Prayer over the last two 
months has met a need and people continue to 
visit.  We are now in a position to re-think our 
strategy. Initially, we had been concerned that 
large groups might visit but in fact most visit 
singly or in twos, so it has been a much safer 
environment for our Church sitters than we had 
originally anticipated.  

If you think you would be happy to help in such an 
environment let us know. We welcome help 
regularly or occasionally. If you would like to know 
more or discuss anything, please get in touch. The 
wardens and clergy put people’s welfare at the heart of all that is done. 

We would like to thank all those who have made this venture possible 
and look forward to continuing it. In particular, we need helpers and 
welcomers for Heritage day, 12th September, 10am–1pm or 1pm–
4pm.  - 'Tricia and Helen  

Young Holy Trinity News 

This week many schools reopen for the new term, 
one that will be unlike any term we have 
experienced before. While families establish their 
new rhythms we have decided not to start up 
Sunday morning Junior church and Breakfast Club 
just yet.  The safety of children, their families and our volunteers is 
paramount and so Tom and I have been thinking about how to restart 
activities soon. In the meantime, look out for our Young Holy Trinity e-
newsletter and Junior Church videos on YouTube.  
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Last week our first Café Club socially distanced walk and picnic was 
rained off, but we quickly returned to meeting on Zoom and we'll 
continue to do that on Thursdays over the coming weeks. On Sunday 
mornings during worship, the Children's Corner in Holy Trinity will be 
open for young children and their parents. Please bring your own toys/
activities with you. If you have any questions about this, please get in 
touch. We look forward to seeing you in Holy Trinity soon.  - Pippa  

100 not out – Mary Howard reports:  

“On Thursday 3rd September, John Neve celebrated his 100th 
birthday. John has been such a faithful presence at St Mary’s over many 
years. John has always been welcoming, greeting people with a gentle 
and warm smile. John worked with Pam Thorogood for many years in 
keeping St Mary’s open on Thursdays and for Farmers' Markets. He 
greeted people with such respect and kindness that people felt drawn 
into St Mary’s. He loved the old prayer book, and also delighted in the 
more recent developments at St Mary’s. 

He used to drive an old Morris Minor, that seemed nearly as ancient as 
he was!  He loved that car and was proud of its pedigree – the glories 
of a by-gone age!  But he was not stuck in the past, gratefully receiving 
offers of help and transport when his driving days were over.  John has 
shown kindness, encouragement and respect to so many people – a 
profoundly Christian gentlemen!  Thank you, John, for all your 
graciousness.”  

Keeping us afloat 

The office is receiving a goodly number of calls from choirs, the 
Guildford Theatre School and other organisations, all exploring when 
they can re-start their activities that are booked in one of our buildings.  
That will be good for our mission and for our bank balance.   

Also, the “tap and go” machine which enables visitors to make 
immediate donations to the parish was broken – but a new one is on 
order.  Both of these supplement your donations and regular 
generosity, keeping us afloat financially. This is really appreciated.  
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The Queen's Six in concert via Zoom 

On Saturday 12th September from 7:30pm, Hennessey Brown Music, 
set up by Jonny Hennessey-Brown and Cressida Wislocki, offers a 
concert with The Queen's Six. Recorded in Holy Trinity Church it will be 
broadcast in a private "Zoom Room", featuring a live Q and A with the 
choir who make up half of the lay clerks at St. George's Chapel, 
Windsor. "Journeys to the World" will be a personal appearance from 
Bob Chilcott. Click here for more info and tickets.  

Parish Blog  

This week’s blog post looks at Oakleaf Enterprise and The Nazareth 
Way. The next one will come from Vaughan House and Number Five.  

Worship in the parish this week 

This Sunday, Tom Pote is preaching at Holy Trinity and the Bible 
reading is Matthew 18.15-20. Please note there is a new service sheet 
for September which you 
can download here. 

At St. Mary’s Church-at-
Home, Robert Cotton will 
be preaching and the 
Bible readings are 
Ecclesiastes 44.1-15 and 
Matthew 18.15-20. 

Morning Prayer continues 
each weekday at 8:30am. 

Services and other parish activities are updated regularly on our 
website.   

– Robert 
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10 SEPTEMBER 
Supporting each other, conveying hope 

 

Friends, 

Picture the scene: early morning 
sunlight makes the autumnal colours 
even more vivid; the sky seems to be a 
deep blue, contrasting with the 
yellowing leaves.  A kestrel swoops 
down, hovering within easy sight – its 
russet, black and grey feathers clearly 
visible.  It hovers, dips a bit closer to 
the ground, waiting for its prey.  Enter 
from stage left a jet-black crow – a 
pantomime caricature of darkness, trying to knock the kestrel off its 
hunting.  The crow swoops, distracting, frustrating the kestrel – but 
never coming so close that it may be hurt in return.  With each 
approach of the crow, the kestrel chooses – move a bit, or stay firm.  
The whole skirmish last no more than 10 seconds – but I have been 
witness to something of immense beauty. 

It would be easy to split these into binaries: the good kestrel and the 
bad crow.  The majestic kestrel, as in Hopkins’ poem, an indicator of 
divine beauty, courage and skill, opposed by the marauding thief.  But I 
ponder – it may be that the crow’s nest is nearby.  So what I am 
witnessing is itself courageous protective behaviour, ready even to put 
itself in harm’s way for the sake of another.  This would make the kestrel 
the thief, the killing raptor. 

This is no simple analogy; and I am not making this up.  It happened, in 
a more exciting way than I can describe.  And I wonder…in these odd 
rapidly changing circumstances, it’s not always clear what is demanded 
and expected of us.  Is courage best shown now by standing firm, or by 
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adapting rapidly?  I want to support others and convey hope – by 
drawing close to them, or by gently keeping my distance.  I want to 
make sure people know that, when we pray for them, we are doing 
more than uttering pious words – there is heart, will, intention and 
readiness to act, that gives substance to our spoken intercessions.  

Our actions can be interpreted in many ways.  We show kindness to 
others partly by thinking the best, acknowledging that stress may 
knock us off our best behaviour – so when we err, it may be wrong, but 
it is not what we fully intended. So now, at the beginning of September, 
I had been looking forward to getting back to a bit more of normality. 
Hearing the choir sing again at Sunday worship in Holy Trinity was a 
profound delight.  In the mornings, watching children walk to school 
again is such a sign of hope. I start to feel some clouds are lifting…and 
then regulations are changed once again.  I will not demonize either 
the government or Covid itself.  We adapt.  We look for grace and 
beauty, knowing that courage has many faces, and that each day we 
will be given “our daily bread”. In case you are wondering, we will be 
adapting to the latest government Covid requirements that come into 
force on Monday (so no change to services this Sunday). Stay tuned for 
full details in next week's newsletter. 

– Robert  
                                   

New Evening Prayer service - message from our curate  

I know that I'm not alone in missing evensong on Sundays. Listening to 
our fantastic choirs and letting the familiar words from the Prayer Book 
wash over me really does fill my soul with joy. I'm sure I'm also not 
alone in attending evensong on occasions and hardly uttering a word 
of it from my own lips. Sometimes it's good to let others do the 
speaking and praying as we allow ourselves to be carried in prayer. Of 
course we're still praying and participating fully in the service when we 
do this, it's just a different way of worshiping.

As Robert says, it's such a delight to have choral music on Sunday 
mornings again, but we'll have to wait a little while longer for 
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evensong. However, from this Sunday there 
will be a service of evening prayer at 6pm in 
Holy Trinity. This will be a quiet, reflective, said 
service including short sermons from different 
members of the congregation and clergy team. 
All are welcome to join us in church and the service will also be 
available to watch on Zoom (link and order of service below) and will 
last around half an hour. We invite those watching from home to 
participate rather like we do at evensong, stilling our souls 
and allowing others to do the praying for us.  - Tom Pote  

Get your walking boots on! The Parish Walking group are 
planning a socially distanced walk on Saturday 17th 
October in the Frensham area. We will start at 10am. The 
walk will be about 6 miles and hopefully will include a 
church if one is open. We will take a packed lunch to avoid 
using a pub. If interested please contact Yvonne Cameron.  

The Queen's Six in concert via Zoom - On Saturday 12th Sept from 
7:30pm, Hennessey Brown Music, set up by Jonny Hennessey-Brown 
and Cressida Wislocki, offers a concert with The Queen's Six. Recorded 
in Holy Trinity Church it will be broadcast in a private "Zoom room", 
featuring a live Q&A with the choir who make up half of the lay 
clerks at St. George's Chapel, Windsor.” 

Job vacancy - The Guildford Town Centre 
Chaplaincy are seeking a Street Angel Coordinator (24 hrs/week). 
Deadline Tuesday 22nd Sept 2020.  

Support for anxiety and depression - Peer Support Group for anyone 
facing depression, anxiety restarts on Wed 16th September, 7.30 – 
9pm, at The Spike Community Centre, Warren Road, Guildford, GU1 
3JH. No need to book, just turn up. And it’s free.  For more info visit our 
website or send us an email. 

In this week’s blog we hear from Vaughan House and the Number Five 
Hub, both now part of the Riverside Group.  
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Worship in the parish this week  

This Sunday, Robert Cotton is preaching at Holy Trinity and the Bible 
reading is Matthew 18.21-35 – “Listening, and then listening again”. A 
link to the September service sheet can be found below.

Hilary Beckingham will be reflecting on theme of forgiveness at St 
Mary’s Church-at-Home service. Bible readings are from Genesis 50: 
15-21 and Matthew 18: 21-31.

Jonathan Hedgecock has recorded a new Walking with God video 
reflecting on TS 
Eliot and Psalm 
139.

Morning Prayer 
continues each 
weekday at 
8:30am. Evening 
Prayer at Holy 
Trinity (and by 
Zoom) starts this 
Sunday at 6pm.  
For current 
listings of What's 
On in the Parish, 
visit our website. 
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17 SEPTEMBER 
St Mary’s re-opens for worship 

 

Friends, 

Worship starts from St Mary’s once 
again this week. As at Holy Trinity, 
we will be running “blended 
church”, combining the best of 
Zoom with the vibrancy of 
worshippers being together in the 
same space. We delight in this 
sacred space that shows us the 
presence of God, and from which 
we are sent out to serve. 

From their earliest days, the Jewish people have been nomads. The 
human history of Genesis begins with Abraham responding to God’s 
call to leave his homeland so that he can find a new identity as “the one 
who walks with God”. Later, Moses leads the people of Israel across the 
Red Sea and into their formative experience of being desert-
wanderers. God’s favourite, King David, is forbidden to build a temple 
as that clashes with God’s own identity as “the one who cannot be 
captured in a single place”. Much of the rest of the Old Testament 
centres on the joys and challenges of their relationship with God who is 
both always faithful and also ever on the move.  

I feel both joy and challenge as we mark the re-opening of St Mary’s. 
This has been a place where the people of Guildford have found 
sanctuary and rest for over a thousand years. Go into St Mary’s and you 
can feel God urging you to slow down, be still and know true peace. 
Yet, there is a danger: we can delight in the history rather than the God 
of history. 
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St Mary’s welcoming new entrance - 
open for worship this Sunday!



On the day that the people of Guildford Methodist Church formally left 
their church building in Woodbridge Road to begin to share St Mary’s 
with the congregation there, we undertook a short pilgrimage: walking 
from one site to the other. We each carried a symbol of travel, bringing 
a stone from our garden, or from holiday, or from somewhere that was 
special to us.  We placed them in St Mary’s as a sign of arrival and 
departure. St Mary’s as a Shared Church was a new beginning, and 
equally it was to be a place of sending, reaching out to others.  An 
evocative image from the 18th century is John Wesley on his horse, 
travelling to preach to those needing to hear the Word afresh, on the 
move.  Wesley was a faithful member of the Church of England, and 
knew its limitations as well. 

St Mary’s is a refuge, a way-station, an oasis and a departure lounge. 
God is faithful and ever-dynamic. May all that emanates from St Mary’s 
likewise be stable, obedient and enlivened by God’s Spirit.  
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The Mayor of Guildford, Councillor Richard Billington dropped in to see the 
refurbishment of St Mary’s on Tuesday. He underlined the importance of this ancient 

building to generations of Guildfordians, saying how much he felt at home here. 
Pictured (L to R): Nigel Campion-Smith, Jenny Nockolds, Richard Billington, Robert 
Cotton, Andrea Campion-Smith, Rosemary Lee, Keith Beckingham and Mike Bishop



Practical arrangements for worship at St Mary’s  

Worship will now be led from St Mary’s at 10:30am each Sunday. This 
week, Keith Beckingham and Robert Cotton are both contributing half 
a sermon!  The Order of Service is available by the 'Service Sheet' link 
below.  

Those welcoming you will be wearing a mask and hand sanitiser will be 
available at the door. If you are able to wear a face covering, please 
bring one to wear. There will be a paper copy of the words of the 
service on each seat which will be spaced for safe social distancing. 

It will take us a little while to get on top of all the IT requirements of 
running “blended church”. We rely on your patience as we master this, 
and the physical needs of holding worship safely here. 

– Robert   
                                      
Young Holy Trinity 

Our young families are settling back into new 
routines as the school year gets underway, with 
different ways of being with their teachers and 
classes. Café Club, our group for young teens aged 
12-15, will meet up on Thursday in person for the 
first time since March (having been rained off last 
month!) with a celebration picnic after school. And it will be thrilling to 
hear the girl choristers sing live in Holy Trinity Church at Harvest 
Festival.  -Pippa  

What's been happening with the choir?  

Holy Trinity choir is alive and well! We were, of 
course, heartbroken to suspend our work in March 
but this did not prevent choir life from going on as 
normal as far as we could, including some virtual 
performances that even reached Channel 4 news on 
Easter Day. Many of you also sung with us in the 
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virtual hymns. Easter day and the summer term is always a busy one for 
the choir and we were sorry to miss annual events such as Evensong 
with the Cathedral Choir. The girls and adults were due to sing in 
Chichester Cathedral on the last Sunday in August. But this did not 
dampen the choir's spirits; we were all able to meet in church to mark 
the end of term in July. Thursday rehearsals continued remotely during 
lockdown with most of the boys, girls and adults attending faithfully 
each week. However, a moving event occurred last week: the choristers 
started singing again as schools opened. Martin rehearsed the boys in 
church (in the nave with chairs suitably distanced) and Nick moved 
upstairs in the Trinity Centre where there was more space to separate 
the girls. We both found their singing to be as fresh and inspiring as 
ever, unaffected by six months of silence. Our chief challenge is to 
reintroduce the full choir due to its sheer size, while safely distancing 
ourselves. This term, we hope that sections of the choir will start to 
appear in services once again. Thank you for the kind comments about 
the choir and we hope that all our efforts to hear singing in church will 
blossom this term and we will be back to strength soon.  -Martin  

Evening Prayer 

In eager anticipation of a return to having choral 
evensong, last Sunday we had a short service of 
evening prayer in Holy Trinity. Gathering in prayer 
at the end of the day to reflect on God's word to 
us is very special and so, this week, Pete Brayne 
will offer us a reflection on two passages from 
Isaiah and Matthew in anticipation of St. 
Matthew's Day next Monday. The service will be 
available to participate in via Zoom (link below).  

Anglican seating 

The long-standing Anglican tradition is to sit as near to the back of 
church as possible! To maintain a safe distance between the chairs in 
Holy Trinity, we've had to spread them out considerably across the 
whole church and to create more space.  This week there will be an 
extra row of chairs towards the front of the church. If you arrive early, 
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and are able to, please consider EITHER SITTING IN THE VERY FRONT 
ROW OR going upstairs into the gallery. This will leave space 
downstairs for those arriving slightly closer to 10am or who find the 
stairs tricky. Please note that currently there is no hearing loop facility in 
the gallery, although you'll get a great view of the church and the choir 
sounds even better from up there! Many thanks.  -Tom  

Chit Chat online 

Wednesday mornings in term time 10-11am. 
Practise English conversation • find out about life in 
Guildford • ask questions • make friends. For further 
information contact: Andrea, Susan or Rosemary  

This week’s blog – the last in the series about the 
parish's Outward Giving charities – sees how 
Guildford’s Community Angels and Street Angels 
have adapted to new circumstances.  

Worship in the parish this week 

On Sunday, Tom Pote is preaching at 
Holy Trinity's 10am Eucharist and the 
Bible reading is Matthew 20:1-16. 
Keith Beckingham and Robert 
Cotton are preaching at St Mary’s 
first "blended church" service at 
10:30am (Zoom link and service 
sheet below). Readings are 
Ephesians 2: 4-10, 19-22 and 
Matthew 20:1-16. 
Morning Prayer is now each Saturday at 9:30am & weekdays at 8:30am. 
Evening Prayer at Holy Trinity (and by Zoom) continues Sunday at 6pm. 
For current listings of What's On in the Parish, visit our website. 
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24 SEPTEMBER 
Glimpses of Glory 

 

Dear Friends,  

It was a pleasant surprise to read this by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury last week:  
“the new normal of living with Covid-19 
will only be sustainable – or even 
endurable – if we challenge our 
addiction to centralization and go back to an age-old principle: only do 
centrally what must be done centrally. As a country, this principle is in 
our DNA. In the Church of England, we have been committed to 
localism for centuries. Every inch of the country is part of an Anglican 
parish, and parish churches are woven into the fabric of their 
communities.” I have seen this principle in action recently: for example, 
the town centre police community support officers know which are the 
problem drinkers, which ones cause trouble and which ones need a bit 
of protection. Local knowledge matters.  

It happens in schools too: confidence is high in the community around 
Holy Trinity Pewley Down school because the parent body know and 
trust Clare Brunet, head teacher; the children love their class teachers. 
Strong relationships have been formed over the years, providing a 
context of trust and hope.  
 
In the same spirit, I recommend a small book to be published next  
week by Adrian Leak. This captures the beautiful particularity of 
inspiring, frail, odd, complex human beings. For example, Adrian tells 
the story of Mary Sumner, a formidable grand dame. Founding the 
Mother’s Union, she had the social confidence to bring together ‘lady 
mothers’ and ’cottage mothers’. Adrian notes: “In no other venue than a 
rectory drawing room could a meeting so diverse have taken place. In 
the printed membership cards offering domestic guidance, avoidance 

    |   HTSM Weekly Letter 2020109



of beer and coarse jests were enjoined upon the cottage mothers, but 
tactfully omitted from the cards given to the lady mothers.” Adrian is a 
superb raconteur, drawing out what is particular, amusing and life-
enhancing. He shows that our peculiarities often make us more human 
– and therefore more to be trusted. “The lives of people around us 
gives us a boundless horizon, and it is there that we find unexpected 
glimpses of glory”.   

Invitation to the Launch of Adrian Leak's new book 
(via Zoom): The Golden Calves of Jeroboam & 
Other Reflections. Following the success of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Marmalade Pot and Archbishop 
Benson’s Humming Top, Adrian Leak’s third 
collection of essays will be published on 28th 
September. A virtual ‘launch’ party, hosted by Robert 
Cotton will be held via Zoom at 6.00 - 6.30pm on 
Wednesday 14th October, to which you are all 
invited. You will, of course have to supply your own 
refreshments! Link to follow in due course.  

Worship: here and there 

Worship is now being led from St Mary’s at 10:30am each Sunday.  This 
week, Tom Pote is preaching on 'The Two Sons'.  All the expected 
arrangements are in place to make this safe and a real spiritual 
experience – including live music.  It was pleasing to see, on our first 
attempt last Sunday, that we were on top of all the IT requirements of 
running “blended church”.   

The parish continues to support worship in some neighbouring 
parishes: this week Jonathan is presiding at St Nicolas and Rod at St 
Mark’s Wyke.  I have received many appreciative messages.  A church 
warden wrote last week: “We are very grateful for the support we have 
received from Holy Trinity St. Mary's at this difficult time. Knowing that 
we have help with our services certainly relieves us of the pressures of 
keeping our lovely church open for our congregation.” 
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Harvest Festival 

It will be thrilling to hear the girl choristers sing live in Holy Trinity (HT) 
at Harvest Festival. Harvest is a very physical time of year. So, just as 
worshippers in HT are invited to bring a tin of food for our collection, 
so worshippers at home may choose this week to have close to hand, 
during the service, a physical reminder of food that is gift and delight.  

 Our collection of gifts will be going to the central distribution point at 
St Clare’s Park Barn this year. They allocate food locally where there is 
most need. They have told us that the demand is high and likely to 
grow, as some local government schemes of emergency food parcels 
are being withdrawn.  We resume a regular “food bank” collection at 
HT on the first Sunday of each month. So, anything given at Harvest, 
and through next week, will be gathered together with donations on 
4th October. For those who wish to give directly online, please 
consider using Bankuet. 

60 seconds: no more, no less 

Last Sunday I was interviewed by BBC Radio Surrey on the early 
morning programme about the refurbishment at St Mary’s. This 
broadened out into a conversation about the church’s contribution 
during the pandemic, noting that emotional and practical support 
need to go hand in hand. As is traditional, the interviewee – just before 
8am – is invited to give a 60-second sermon. It is remarkable how little 
you can fit into one minute – and yet also, how much! I wrote a script, 
which I thought was short enough – and then had to cross out more 
than half.  You should try it one day. Anyway, a recording of this is 
available on our website (complete with dog-walker passing through 
the churchyard, and LOUD lorries trundling up Quarry Street). 

Instant donations 

We installed a “tap and go” machine at Holy Trinity that enables people 
to make instant donations to the parish, using their credit card. This has 
proved useful and popular with visitors (who appreciate the beauty and 
openness of this church) and regulars (not least because we can no 
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longer take collections during worship). It worked – sort of; then it 
broke.  It was replaced and a new one is ready for use! 

– Robert  
                                         

Evening Prayer As the evenings start to draw in, meeting by 
candlelight to pray always takes on a new meaning 
for me as we remember that Christ is a light that 
shines through all the darkness of our world. Rod 
Pierce leads our said evening prayer this Sunday 
and Mark Boor will reflect on a readings from 
Ezekiel and 1 John. If you'd like to follow the 
service on Zoom, please find the link and order of 
service below.  Midweek Communion Last 
September we started a monthly service of 
Wednesday Communion followed by coffee, cake 
and a good chat. These were always very special moments in which we 
met to pray in a quiet half hour amid the bustle of daily life.  Next 
Wednesday (30th September) we'll start this again at 12pm for a said 
service of Holy Communion in Holy Trinity. Sadly we won't be able to 
share in refreshments afterwards, but we can promise spiritual 
refreshment!  We'll be celebrating the feast day of St. Michael and All 
Angels and giving thanks of the celestial and terrestrial angels who 
have touched our lives. As is now our established pattern, the service 
will be on Zoom  too (service booklet and link below). We look forward 
to seeing you.  – Tom  

Martin Harris: Lost in transition - Reflections on postings in Romania, 
Ukraine and Russia 10:30am-12pm, Tuesday 29th September. We are 
very pleased to invite Martin Harris to talk to us at the next meeting of 
the virtual Trinity Club. Martin is the Director for Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia in the Foreign & Commonwealth Office. This promises to 
be a fascinating talk. 

Jonathon Porritt: Hope in Hell - A Decade to Confront the Climate 
Emergency 7-8 pm, Tuesday 6th October (via Zoom) £5 - click here to 
book your ticket / receive link Eminent environmentalist, writer and 
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broadcaster Jonathon Porritt will explore the climate change issues we 
face, and look at the reasons to be hopeful. He explains why he 
believes the next decade is so crucial to our future, and why we must 
move now, and move together.  

Charity walk for Huntington's Disease Ginnie 
Gregory's son George will be walking 40 miles for 
Huntington's Disease Association on 10th October. If 
you feel able to donate, please follow this link . 

Oakleaf Christmas Care Basket Appeal 
Oakleaf are running a fundraising campaign to 
deliver Christmas Care Baskets for up to 300 
clients, as a small gesture, to help those who are 
struggling to mark the festive season which can be particularly 
challenging for people suffering depression, anxiety and isolation. To 
sponsor a basket for £20 each, visit our website.  

Worship in the parish this week 
On Sunday, Robert Cotton is 
preaching at Holy Trinity's 10am 
Eucharist and the Bible reading 
is Matthew 6:25-34 about 
Harvest.  
Tom Pote is preaching at St 
Mary’s 10:30am service on 'The 
Two Sons' from Matthew 
21:28-32. 
Midweek Communion restarts 
Wednesday 30 September at 
Holy Trinity and via Zoom. See 
link and service sheet below. 
Morning Prayer is now each 
Saturday at 9:30am & weekdays 
at 8:30am.  
Evening Prayer at Holy Trinity (and by Zoom) continues Sunday at 6pm. 

For current listings of What's On in the Parish, visit our website. 
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1 OCTOBER 
Called to be priestly 

 

Dear Friends,  

Three wonderful events are coming along 
shortly: on Saturday 10th October at 
11:30am, Tom Pote will be ordained priest 
in Holy Trinity.   

On Sunday 11th October, Tom will preside 
at his First Eucharist in Holy Trinity; and on 
the following Sunday, October 18th, Tom will lead Holy Communion at 
St Mary’s at 10:30am for the first time. These will be heart-warming 
occasions of celebration and thanksgiving, not least because of the 
admiration that so many have for Tom and his ministry. 

But I have been asked: why another ordination?  Tom already wears a 
dog collar - why is more needed? Since ancient times, the universal 
Church has recognised three “orders” of ordained ministry: deacon, 
priest and bishop. So, at first, Tom was ordained deacon - the word 
based on the Greek word “to serve”. That is what we have seen so 
beautifully in action over the last 18 months. Tom has served by visiting, 
caring, leading school assemblies, teaching in Junior Church and much 
more. The grace of God is evident in his gentle, kind, wise attentive 
actions.  All that will continue. There is a classic saying: ‘once a deacon, 
always a deacon’. So Tom’s ordination as a priest will not stop him also 
being a deacon. Even bishops are still deacons - people who are set 
aside to be active in faithful kindly service. 

For the well ordering of the communal life of the church, some are 
ordained priest. These people have the responsibility to call people 
together for the worship of God, and to gather people around the 
table when we receive bread and wine. Priests are also authorised to 
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speak on behalf of the Church: in preaching, in the formal declaration 
of forgiveness, and in the public proclamation of God’s blessing. The 
priest is a public representative of the Church, and a visible 
representation of the grace of God at work amongst us. That said, the 
whole community of Christians are also called to be priestly: to 
represent God to the world, and the world to God. That must not be 
left to those ordained alone. That has been a particular emphasis in the 
life of the parish for many years - the priestliness of the whole 
community. I feel it - I see it clearly, for example, as a large range of 
people are prepared to speak at services, or run events such as 
Saturday Coffee (which is an embodiment of God reaching out with 
hospitality and welcome). So, as Tom is ordained priest, he is also 
called to help the parish community continue to be priestly. 

Sadly, because of Covid regulations, members of the congregation will 
be unable to attend Tom's ordination service on Saturday 10th October 
as numbers have been severely limited and three other people will be 
being ordained at the same time. However, the congregation will be 
able to watch the service on Zoom (with full details next week). 

This makes the Sunday services on the 11th October at Holy Trinity and 
18th October at St Mary's even more important. These will be the 
moment that we can see Tom in action as a priest, for the first time.  On 
both these Sundays, we will be invited to join in a response that 
happens at his ordination. The bishop will ask “Is it now your will that 
Tom should be ordained?  Will you continually pray for him? Will you 
uphold and encourage him in his ministry?”  Although most of us 
cannot be with Tom in HT on the day of his ordination, on the Sunday 
we will be able to proclaim with joy, commitment and gratitude: Yes, 
Yes, Yes! 

Special request 

We will have a card for Tom's ordination that can be signed in person 
at Holy Trinity this Sunday 4th October and hope to present to him at 
Holy Trinity on 11th October. St Mary's are also organising a card and 
plan to present to him at St Mary's on 18th October. If you are not able 
to come and sign one of the cards for Tom at Holy Trinity or St Mary's, 
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please send an email with your good wishes for Tom to the Parish office 
indicating on which card you would like your good wishes to be 
added: office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk.  

Alternatively, please send your message for Tom as soon as possible 
to: Parish Office, Holy Trinity St Mary's, 5 Trinity Churchyard, Guildford, 
Surrey GU1 3RR. Tom has touched so many lives in our parish; we 
would love to have contributions from as many people as possible. The 
cards are meant to be a surprise so please don’t mention this to Tom 
beforehand! 

“Lift up your hearts” 

What a delight to hear the girl choristers singing at Harvest Festival at 
Holy Trinity last Sunday!  Another delight will be to hear the boys and 
adults singing at morning service at Holy Trinity this coming Sunday, 
with the girls singing at Choral Evensong.   

Music seeps into our bodies not only through our ears.  Who has not 
found themselves tingling with excitement as we hear such beautiful 
music?  Even if your role at the moment is to listen, you still are playing 
a part in the praise offered to God.  “Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to 
the Lord!”  (And by the way, I have never heard a congregation hum so 
well, in four part harmony, as at the service for the reopening of St 
Mary’s – keep it up, even if regulations require us not to sing - yet). 

 Harvest Festival donations 
 
The donations from the Harvest Festival at Holy Trinity last Sunday will 
be gathered together with donations on Sunday and delivered to the 
Guildford Food Bank.  These will be further monthly collections on the 
first Sunday of each month. 

– Robert                           
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Update on Zoom links for services  

To keep up with the new security and meeting 
settings on Zoom, we regularly update the links 
for the services. You'll find updated links in the 
coloured boxes below. Please click on these per 
usual to participate in the services and download 
weekly service sheets. The new service sheet for 
Holy Trinity's October Eucharist is available below for you to download. 
There is also a special order of service for Choral Evensong in Holy 
Trinity this Sunday at 6pm. – Tom 

Worship in the parish this week 

On Sunday at Holy Trinity, Tom 
Pote is preaching on 'The 
Wicked Tenants' Matthew 
21.33-end. 

At St Mary's, Keith Beckingham 
leads worship for Harvest 
Festival and readings are 2 
Corinthians 9: 1-7 and 
Matthew 6: 19-21, 25-34.

Robert Cotton will be 
preaching at Sunday 6pm 
service which is a Choral 
Evensong with the girls' choir 
at Holy Trinity and via Zoom.

Midweek Communion at 12pm Wednesday at Holy Trinity and via 
Zoom. Morning Prayer each Saturday at 9:30am & weekdays at 8:30am. 
For current listings of What's On in the Parish, visit our website. 
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8 OCTOBER 
Watch Tom Pote’s ordination • Prisons Week 

 

Dear Friends, 

This week we pray with delight and thanksgiving for Tom Pote as he is 
ordained priest by Bishop Jo in Holy Trinity on Saturday. Please hold in 
your prayers Tim Clifford Hill who will be ordained deacon at 9:00am at 
St Bartholomew's in Haslemere also on Saturday, and 26 others around 
the diocese. 

At Tom’s ordination on Saturday, I understand that many will want to 
see and greet Tom as a new priest. I hope some of you will, as usual, 
participate in the service on Sunday morning on Zoom. Some of you 
will greet him next Sunday when he leads Holy Communion for the first 
time at St Mary’s (with the girl choristers singing). And some of you will 
be present in Holy Trinity this Sunday. We are not planning to issue 
tickets for that – but, as you will understand, we are limited to about 
110 attending, so that we can keep everyone as safe as possible. If 
more arrive at Holy Trinity than we can accommodate, the service can 
be watched in the Trinity Centre – and Holy Communion will be 
brought to people there. We want everyone to be as involved as 
possible. Usually after an ordination, we throw a party – but you will 
understand that we are unable to do that on this occasion. When 
circumstances permit, we will have much to celebrate – and will do that 
in style. 
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Prisons Week 

Prisons Week, 11–18 October, was formed to pray for and raise 
awareness of the needs of prisoners and their families, victims of 
offenders, prison staff and all those who care. This year's theme is ‘You 
are not alone’. Daily prayers focus on a particular group affected by 
prison or by criminal justice. We are also asked to reflect on what we as 
a church or as individuals might do or offer as part of our response. 

Several members of the HTSM congregation already undertake prison 
work. Some have been doing this for many years, while others are 
recent recruits. All share a passion and enthusiasm for demonstrating 
God’s love in whatever way they can to the children, women and men 
with whom they work. Admin volunteers set people at ease while 
escorting them to and from appointments and even deal with phone 
cables nibbled by rats! A recently retired Samaritan is involved in 
training ‘Listeners’, serving prisoners who provide a Samaritan service 
to other inmates. Mentors assist women with preparations for release in 
Making Connections, a programme that significantly reduces 
reoffending. Mothers’ Union volunteers supervise and play with 
children on visits to a parent in prison as well as preparing handicraft 
packs. Prison Fellowship volunteers write letters to those prisoners in 
desperate need of outside contact, and help deliver the Sycamore Tree 
programme, a victim awareness course enabling offenders to take real 
steps towards changing their lives. A volunteer tutor helps offenders 
with their literacy. A health adviser discusses bringing support and 
counselling into prisons via the telephone. To an outsider, prisons 
might seem unlikely places in which to look for hope, but today, in our 
series ‘Sources of Hope’, we share thoughts and reflections that paint a 
different picture. As one volunteer says, ‘There is always hope. You may 
have to hunt for it. Sometimes it is there shining in your face. But it’s 
always there.’ 

The Prisons Week prayer for Sunday 11th October - Lord, you offer 
freedom to all people. We pray for those in prison. Break the bonds of 
fear and isolation that exist. Support with your love prisoners and their 
families and friends, prison staff and all who care. Heal those who have 
been wounded by the actions of others, especially the victims of crime. 
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Help us to forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly together with Christ in his strength and in his Spirit, now and 
every day. Amen. 

Making a safe church 

You will have read news this week about the report on the Church of 
England from the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse. This 
makes for sobering reading. Standards of Safeguarding have been 
rising in the last 20 years, but too little and too slow. The report 
identifies that the Church of England has sometimes been “a place 
where abusers can hide”.  Above all, the report declares that there 
needs to be a culture change so that victims and survivors are those 
who are considered first. The Church of England needs to learn more 
about “responding with sympathy and compassion, accompanied by 
practical and appropriate support”. 

This parish is committed to uphold the highest standards in 
safeguarding – both with children and with vulnerable adults.  We have 
been well served by those who have been the Parish Safeguarding 
Officer (currently Sarah Stewart) and Designated Safeguarding Lead 
(Grayson Jones).  But best practice in safeguarding relies on us all 
taking this matter seriously, being attentive to those who are vulnerable 
and being courageous to name it if we see situations which cause 
concern.  If you wish to talk further about this, please be in touch with 
me, Sarah, Grayson or one of the church wardens. 

– Robert  
                                              
Trinity Club report 
Last week the Trinity Club enjoyed a great treat on Zoom 
(masterminded by David Uzzell). Martin Harris, a member of our 
congregation and Director for Eastern Europe and Central Asia in the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office gave a fascinating talk entitled 
'Lost in transition - Reflections on postings in Romania, Ukraine and 
Russia'. His knowledge of those countries, their political life, their 
histories, their cultures, their languages, and their faiths, beautifully 
nourished our understanding of these distant lands. Martin's twin 
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themes of 'End of Empire' and 'End of Communism' gave us a fresh 
lens through which to see and understand their ambitions, fears, and 
relationships with each other, and most important their relationships 
with the West. During Q&A Martin explored the role of the Orthodox 
Church, the rule of law and the relationship between the leading 
politicians and the law, as well as Russia's understanding of national 
sovereignty and spheres of influence. -Brian  

Beethoven Plus One: Fali Pavri & Tim Gill 
10th October 6:30pm at Holy Trinity Church & online 
Celebrating 250 years since the birth of Beethoven, 
Tim Gill and Fali Pavri perform the 3rd cello sonata in A 
Major and the Brahms F Major cello sonata. Tim Gill is 
principal cello with London Sinfonietta and has 
performed as a soloist all over the world including with 
the RPO and RTE orchestras. Fali Pavri was described 
by Rostropovich as "A very great talent."   
 
Organ Recitals at St Mary's Church  
St Mary's will be hosting Organ Recitals beginning 
again Wednesday 14th October at 1:10pm with 
Stephen Farr (All Saints, Margaret Street). Admission is 
free. For those wishing to attend the Organ Recitals at 
St Mary's Church please inform the Parish office by 
email or telephone: 01483 567716. Click here for more Organ Recitals 
planned at St Mary's.  

Invitation to the Launch of Adrian Leak's new book 
(via Zoom): The Golden Calves of Jeroboam & Other 
Reflections A reminder that you are invited to a virtual 
‘launch’ party, hosted by Robert Cotton 6.00 - 6.30pm 
on Wednesday 14th October. If you would like to 
attend the book launch party ‘via Zoom’ please request 
the link from the Parish office by email. ‘A beautiful, 
surprising, welcome book. It’s spiritual consistency and theological 
acuteness make it a compendium of Anglican wisdom’.  
- Rowan Williams  
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Exhibition: Guildford Museum Town Take Over 
3 October - 31 December 2020 
 
Guildford Museum's objects are a tangible link to 
the town's stories and history. Some of these 
stories are widely known, while others are not. The 
objects included on posters in town and on 
display at the museum connect Guildford now to 
events which happened here decades, hundreds, 
or thousands of years ago. As you walk through 
our town look for the places that link to the objects 
and places we explore including The Bluecoat 
School at Holy Trinity.  

Worship in the parish this week 

On Sunday at Holy Trinity, The 
Rev. Tom Pote will be presiding 
for the first time following his 
ordination on Saturday and 
Robert Cotton will give the 
sermon. Readings are Philippians 
4.1,4-9 and Matthew 22.1-14. 
Allan Taylor will offer a reflection 
at St Mary's; the bible reading is 
Matthew 22: 1-14. For Sunday's 
Evening Service, Stephen 
Marriott will offer a reflection. 
Readings are Proverbs 3.1-18 
and 1 John 3.1-15. Morning 
Prayer weekdays at 8:30am and 
Saturday at 9:30am. Click here for 
the full schedule of What's On in the parish. 
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15 OCTOBER 
Looking for Christ in our midst;  

keeping in touch 

 

Dear Friends, 

What a joy it was to be ordained 
priest last Saturday in Holy Trinity 
and to celebrate the Eucharist for 
the first time on Sunday with so 
many of you. 

It has certainly been an unusual 
first year in ministry, but I have loved 
working in this parish and getting to know you all. This made last 
weekend all the more special for me. You’ve heard me say before that 
there can be no ordained deacons and priests without a community to 
serve and so, for me, being ordained in one of our churches and 
knowing that so many of you were watching online was really poignant. 
It felt like a parish celebration and I give thanks for you and all that we 
are here. I would also like to repeat my thanks to those who helped put 
the service together – our musicians, churchwardens, tech team and 
flower arrangers did a fantastic job and I have had many messages 
from across the UK and Europe saying how wonderful the services 
were. Finally, thank you for the beautiful stole – I shall treasure and 
delight in wearing it for services.  

If you were in Holy Trinity on Sunday, you may have picked up one the 
little cards showing this picture of Saint Thomas putting his hand in 
Jesus’ side after the resurrection. (If you didn’t get one, there are plenty 
left at the back of Holy Trinity.) I chose this image for two reasons. First, 
Thomas is ‘my saint’ and I have often found myself identifying with his ‘I 
won’t believe it until I see it’. I guess there is a bit in all of us like that. It’s 
probably even more true when there is so much uncertainty in the 
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world that we want tangible things to hang 
onto.  

Secondly, when Thomas puts his hand in 
Jesus’ wounds, he exclaims ‘My Lord and my 
God’. This is said to be the first Christian creed 
as he recognises the resurrected Christ as the 
Son of God. To him the mystery is unveiled, 
but Jesus says, ‘blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed’. That’s you and me. St. Thomas teaches me 
to rejoice in the great mystery of faith – indeed on Sunday mornings at 
the Eucharist we proclaim our own Thomas-esque creed when we 
proclaim ‘Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!’. 
Thomas was able to look into Jesus’ eyes as he said these words; we 
look at the face of Christ in one another. That’s the final reason I chose 
this picture. We are called to look for the Christ in our midst, in friend 
and stranger, to recognise and welcome Him. It’s a fundamental part of 
the priestly ministry in which we all share and in which we are to 
encourage one another. In this parish, we are Christ’s body, we are His 
hands, His mouth, His feet – and I look forward to being part of it all in 
the coming years of my ministry here among you. 

Blessings, 
Tom 
 
Keeping in touch 

Please help us keep in touch with you, and those 
with whom you are close.  As the season turns, and 
as the health of the nation feels precarious, it will be 
very good if we can continue to offer words of 
support and encouragement – and also offer 
practical help where needed.  It is so good to see 
you on Sundays, either at home or in church – that’s a 
great time for a quick word, so we know how we are each doing. If you 
have not been to church recently – in either form – perhaps you can be 
in touch with me, Tom or Brian. I feel better knowing you are OK – and 
if you are not OK, I certainly feel better if I can pray and assist if 
appropriate.  
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Test and Trace  

This parish fully supports all measures that are effective in reducing the 
levels of infection, and help us protect each other. Test and Trace QR 
codes are now on display. These are specific to each church and the 
Trinity Centre. Church of England guidance makes it clear that we have 
to display such posters, but we are not required to collect data (in a 
way that you may be experiencing in other hospitality venues). Some 
visitors and worshippers are giving us their contact details each week.  
This information is stored safely and disposed of securely after 21 days. 
We are working out what else we can do, not only to make us Covid-
compliant, but also to make our churches as safe for everyone as 
possible. Please be in touch with me, if you have queries or concerns. 
 
Susie Mackie Rest in Peace 
 
Susie Mackie, with her family, have been a source of joy, 
encouragement and kindness at Holy Trinity for a generation. Susie, 
who bravely lived with cancer for a number of years, died peacefully 
last week. I was privileged to see her at home, surrounded by her 
family, in her last days. She remained calm and fun – laughter was ever-
present. We prayed and had Communion. It was a very peaceful end. I 
treasure memories of Susie supporting and visiting Kwasa – she was a 
valued friend for Sharron, the school Head. Dom and Alex were both 
head choristers, not least contributing to the first Choir CD. Choir 
parties at their house enveloped you in warmth and generous 
hospitality. So much more could be said – and will be celebrated at a 
special Memorial Evening Service at Holy Trinity on Sunday 8th 
November at 6pm, when the boys and adults will be singing.  May she 
rest in peace, and rise in glory! 

– Robert     

London Piano Trio - Beethoven Plus One: Music by 
Beethoven & Suk Saturday 24th October 7pm at Holy 
Trinity: Beethoven Piano Trio in C Minor Op. 1 no. 3 and 
Suk: Piano Trio in C Minor Op. 2. For more info about 
Hennessey Brown Music concerts and to book tickets.  
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Organ Recitals St Mary's next Organ Recital will be 
Wednesday 11th November at 1:10pm with Carl 
Jackson (Chapel Royal). Admission is free. For those 
wishing to attend the Organ Recitals at St Mary's 
please inform the Parish Office.  

Sources of Hope 

A reminder that Prisons Week continues until the 18th October. Daily 
prayers focus on those affected by prison or by criminal justice. We are 
also asked to reflect on what we as a church or as individuals might do 
or offer as part of our response. You can read more about the prison 
work members of the HTSM congregation already undertake in our 
Sources of Hope series (previously the Parish Blog).  

Worship in the parish this week 

We celebrate St Luke whose 
feast day is 18th October. At 8am 
Book of Common Prayer Holy 
Communion on Zoom  
10am Holy Trinity – Sung 
Eucharist with Jonathan 
Hedgecock preaching on Luke 
10.1-9.  10.30 am at St Mary's – 
Tom celebrates Holy 
Communion and preaches on 
Luke 14.1,7-14. This is the first 
Eucharist since St. Mary’s reopened for worship and the girls’ choir will 
be singing. 6pm at Holy Trinity – Choral Evensong sung by the boys’ 
choir. Readings: Psalm 67, Isaiah 61.1-6 and Luke 14.1,7-14. Tom 
reflects on St. Luke. Morning Prayer weekdays at 8:30am and Saturday 
at 9:30am.  A reminder that you can view Robert's sermon from last 
Sunday and watch Jonathan Hedgecock's most recent Walking with 
God video where he reflects on childhood, drawing on Matthew 18 
and the poetry of Emily Dickinson. Click here for the full schedule of 
What's On in the parish. 
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22 OCTOBER 
All Saints and All Souls 

 

Dear Friends, 

In November, the Church celebrates All 
Saints and All Souls. These are two moments 
in which we give thanks for the saints of the 
church – not just those whom the Church has 
canonised as saints (John, Benedict, Theresa 
of Avila for example) – but all those who have 
lived faithful lives and who have gone about 
their business quietly getting on with the 
work of the Gospel.  

In the New Testament ‘the saints’ are the ‘faithful people of God’ who 
bear witness to Christ - just like you and me today. All of us are called 
to be saintly following the example of our forebears. It’s also a time for 
us to remember those loved ones who have gone before us and whom 
we want to commend to God’s safe keeping. This year, this celebration 
feels rather different as we remember all who have lost their lives as a 
result of the Coronavirus and we pray especially for all who have been 
unable to grieve together with family and friends in the past nine 
months.  

This year the parish will mark this season in several different ways. St. 
Mary’s, in association with Common Ground, will be hosting an 
exhibition entitled 'Good Grief' by the Christian textile artist Jacqui 
Parkinson (click on image below to download flyer). St Mary's will be 
open from 11am-3pm on Thursday 29th, 11am-3pm and 7pm-9pm 
Saturday 31st, and 12pm-4pm on Sunday 1st November. St Mary's will 
reopen 11am-3pm on Tuesday 3rd, Thursday 5th and Saturday 7th 
November in the week running up to Remembrance Sunday for quiet 
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prayer, an opportunity to light 
a candle in memory of loved 
ones and to look at the 
artwork.  

There will also be a mini Night 
Vision at St. Mary’s on 
Saturday 31st October and on 
Sunday 1st November at 
10.30am there will be a 
special service of Holy 
Communion for All Saints’ Day 
featuring the St. Mary’s choir.  

At Holy Trinity we celebrate All Saints’ Day with a Sung Eucharist at 
10am and then, in a break with our usual tradition of a come-and-sing 
Requiem Eucharist in the evening, we gather for a special service of 
evening prayer commemorating the faithful departed. At this service 
we will pray by name for all those who have died in the past twelve 
months, recognising specifically the impact of the pandemic, and pray 
over the names of other loved ones we wish to remember before God. 

From this Sunday, there will be two clearly labelled lists at the back of 
Holy Trinity and St Mary's, for recording the names you wish us to 
remember during the service. During the service there will be an 
opportunity to light a candle as we remember those who now live with 
Christ. If you are unable to get to church to write names on either of 
the two lists, please email them to the parish office.  

Nazareth Way 

Last week we prayed for prisoners, their families and prison staff as part 
of National Prison Week. The Rev’d Lesley Mason, chaplain at HMP 
Send has recorded this video about the challenges of prison ministry 
during Covid. We support Nazareth Way as a part of the parish’s 
Outward Giving. 
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Street Angels 

Jenny Nockolds has shared this kind message of gratitude from the 
Street Angels, "Thanks to St Mary’s for hosting us – the church looks so 
lovely and we all remarked that it feels so “right” to be based in a 
church right in the middle of the community we seek to serve."  

– Tom   
                                       

A better hearing; improved sight and sound 

The PCC has decided to invest in a renewed 
sound system at Holy Trinity.  This has been on 
the “wish list” for 20  years. In giving money to 
the Big Appeal, which we ran in 2015, you 
provided the resources to make this possible.  
Having mended the roof, repaired the steps at 
Holy Trinity, and replaced the chairs, at last 
this has come to the top of our list. This is very 
timely as, when we undertake this work, we 
will also be increasing our capacity to record 
services, and to provide high quality Zoom 
services, by installing a few discreet cameras.  

Our experience over last weekend showed something of what we will 
be able to do – broadcasting Tom’s ordination service to well over 600 
people, and involving 200 people in his First Eucharist. The work will 
be undertaken in Holy Trinity on November 2nd – 20th, during which 
time Holy Trinity will be closed except for planned events (such as choir 
practice) so that this is a safe site for the workers.  When I mentioned 
this to a meeting of teachers recently, they cried with one voice: 
“Alleluia!”.  Clearly, this is long overdue.  Many people love this building 
– and now it should be known as a place of great sight and sound.  

- Robert 
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News from Young Holy Trinity 

We have missed our young families so much 
this half term – Holy Trinity just isn’t the same 
without you all!  It is wonderful though that 
we have reached half term with most of our 
children still in school and able to learn in 
the classroom and be with their friends. Café 
Club has continued to enjoy getting together 
on Thursdays before choir practice and 
hearing our young people sing again has 
been a joy for all of us. We all really hope that you feel in touch – if you 
feel that you are not, please get in contact!  As Robert said, we want to 
know that you are okay, and if you are not, to help where we can. I 
hope you all have a good half term break, whatever form that may take, 
and stay safe and well.  - Pippa  

Brownies update 

You may not have seen much of the Brownies 
in the last six months, but the unit has been 
very active! Within a few weeks of lockdown 
we were up and running on Zoom in our 
normal Friday afternoon slot. We carried on 
through the Easter and half term breaks, as the 
girls were very much enjoying our weekly meetings.  

In addition to adapted versions of programme activities, we enjoyed a 
few specials, such as a share-a-pet evening (stuffed animals for those of 
us who don't have live pets), quizzes and scavenger hunts, several 
national and international online events and challenges; and we 
finished off the summer term with a virtual sleepover, which saw me 
setting up camp under the dining table. Last month, we met at a safe 
social distance in the churchyard (having jumped through quite a few 
hoops). As the evenings become darker and colder, we we've reverted 
to Zoom for the time being. 
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One of the activities we have undertaken is to compile a scrapbook of 
our pandemic experiences which will be donated to the archive at 
Guildford Museum. We've also said goodbye to our two young adult 
leaders, Sophie and Victoria, who have gone off to study at Exeter 
University.  - Helen Lee  

Request from North Guildford Food Bank 

A reminder that the next Food Bank Sunday is 
on 1 November; please bring donations to 
the 10am service at Holy Trinity if you can. 
The North Guildford Food bank needs to 
ensure enough of each product so that they 
can offer a full food parcel each week during 
the Covid crisis, and they are now asking for 
specific items from different churches and 
other organisations. Our parish has been asked if we 
would donate in our monthly collection some of the basic essentials 
that will always be needed and will keep, particularly tinned meat, 
tinned fish, tinned vegetables, toilet rolls and household spray cleaner. 
Other items which are always appreciated include sanitary items & 
toiletries (shower wash, shampoo/conditioner, deodorant). For those 
who check the NGFB Facebook page for current ‘wants’, any items that 
are listed there just before our collection dates can also be included in 
donations. The next Sunday for food bank donations will be 6 
December, with a ‘Christmas special’ collection on 13 December. A 
copy of the Food bank’s recent Harvest 2020 update can be viewed by 
clicking here.  - Mara Uzzell  

Dates for your diary 

Brigadier Philip Pratley MBE: The Armed Services in the Modern World 
Brigadier Philip Pratley MBE will talk to us at the next meeting of the 
virtual Trinity Club 10.30am - 12 noon Tuesday 27 October. This 
promises to a very interesting and challenging talk. Please put the date 
in your diary and join in the ensuing discussion with some equally 
challenging questions. - Brian Roberts & David Uzzell 
Organ Recital at St Mary's Wednesday 11th November at 1:10pm with 
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Carl Jackson (Chapel Royal). Admission is free. Please inform the Parish 
office by email or telephone: 01483 567716 if you wish to attend. Click 
here for additional Organ Recitals planned at St Mary's Church. 

Click here for the full schedule of What's On in the parish. 

Worship in the parish this week 

8am Book of Common Prayer Holy 
Communion on Zoom 
10am Eucharist at Holy Trinity – Brian 
Roberts preaches on Matthew 
22:34-46. 
10.30am Morning worship at St Mary's – 
Corinne Jones preaches on Leviticus 
19.1-2 and Matthew 22.34-end.  
6pm Said Evening Prayer at Holy Trinity 
– Rod Pierce reflects on Ecclesiastes 11 
and Mark 12.28-34. 
Morning Prayer weekdays at 8:30am and Saturday at 9:30am. Midweek 
Communion in Holy Trinity, Wednesday 28th October at 12pm -  a 
lovely moment of calm reflection and prayer in the middle of the week. 
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29 OCTOBER 
The true nature of heaven 

 

Dear Friends,  

144,000 is more than a 
number. When 
describing the people 
present in Heaven, the 
Book of Revelation 
chapter 7, verse 4, says “I 
heard the number of 
those who were sealed, 
one hundred and forty-four thousand”. So, 144,000 feels full of 
significance; it’s more than a number. The number 12 is immediately 
recognisable to those in the Jewish tradition as the 12 Tribes of Israel. 

144, being 12 times 12, signifies: ‘begin with the 12 tribes, and then 
take the equivalent from elsewhere – other people and other tribes’.  
This number 144 therefore affirms that there are plenty of other ways of 
serving God and being human, than are found in one faith alone.  Then 
multiply this by 1,000. Whenever you read the figure 1,000 in the Bible, 
the author is fundamentally saying ‘lots and lots more than that; more 
than you can even imagine’.  Now, we are starting to come close to a 
picture of the population of heaven.  144,000 is much more than 
simply the number that follows 143,999. 

This may not convince you, but I am not trying to give you an exact 
meaning.  Rather, what I am saying warns of a danger: it is NOT true 
that there is a limit to heaven – as though, once 144,000 have been 
allowed in, the rest (which probably includes you) are OUT!  That 
fantasy is dangerous and has fuelled too many conflicts.  Moreover, 
that fantasy hardens hearts.   
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WB Yeats wrote: 

We had fed the heart on fantasies, 
The heart’s grown brutal from the fare, 
More substance in our enmities 
Than in our love. 

Instead, this number points us towards the true nature of heaven. It’s 
larger, more varied, more beautiful than you wildest imaginations. So, if 
you are having difficulty with a friend – let’s call him George – ask 
yourself: what will George add to life in heaven when he gets there? 
For George is a carrier of something that is needed for the fulness of 
heaven to be realised. And (this bit is even harder): who will George 
bring with him?  It’s not easy to delight in variety – but that is part of the 
message of All Saints, captured in the number 144,000. My prayer is 
that God will now expand my heart so that I will be ready to recognise 
and enjoy those I will meet in heaven.  

I need your help 

One of the strengths of this parish has been 
that we spend money wisely, and carefully 
look after the money that you entrust to us. 
To achieve this we have a strong Finance 
Team. Changes are afoot, so this parish 
needs you to consider whether you can help 
us in one of these ways.   

We need: Someone to help draw up employment contracts for parish 
staff, to assist me in filling vacancies as/when they occur, to advise on 
general HR matters, and liaise with our payroll provider. This volunteer 
needs a bit of common sense and some experience with HR. 

Someone to help with financial housekeeping – paying bills, 
overseeing the utility contracts, arranging regular payments, and 
settling invoices (much is done online, with the close cooperation of 
the Parish Office). 
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Someone to lead the Finance Team providing strategic input, 
operational oversight, reporting and managing cash flow, liaison with 
the auditors, and coordinating other volunteers. 

The Finance Team does a great deal to help this parish flourish, and 
provides real practical help to the life of the parish. All roles are time-
limited, undertaken with the full support of a good team, reporting 
through the Finance Committee to the PCC. Please will you consider 
whether you could volunteer – or encourage someone to step forward. 
If you would like to know more about any of these roles, please let me 
know. We need your wisdom and care.  

Holy Trinity closed November 2nd to the 20th 

Holy Trinity will be closed to visitors 
November 2nd to 20th as our 
contractor will be installing new 
speakers, wiring, cameras and a 
console to run a renewed audio-
visual system. The goal is to 
improving the hearing throughout 
the church – so there will be new 
speakers in the vestry, side chapels 
and by the choir stalls, as well as in 
the main body of the church.  

I am delighted to announce that we 
have just been awarded a grant of 
slightly over £10,000 from Allchurches Trust, so that we can improve 
our capacity to record and broadcast services (using Zoom and 
YouTube). This is a great achievement by Graham Gibson to secure this 
grant – and a real affirmation that the work we are doing to connect 
well with people who want to attend worship and concerts (but not on 
site) is valuable. 

– Robert  
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Community Angels seeks support  

Developed out of the work of Guildford's Town Chaplain and Street 
Angels, Community Angels provide company, a friendly and non-
judgemental ear, and support to get out and about (where 
appropriate) to adults of all ages who experience loneliness and/or 
social isolation. With the prospect of a winter of uncertainty, 
Community Angels are receiving more referrals than ever. To meet the 
need they are looking for more befrienders. They will be training new 
volunteers on Saturday 14th November. Please contact us if you would 
like to find out more. We would love to hear from you. Street Angels 
are currently based at St Mary’s.  

Jenny Nockolds, a Street Angel, has written, "Thanks to St Mary’s for 
hosting us – the church looks so lovely and we all remarked that it feels 
so “right” to be based in a church right in the middle of the community 
we seek to serve.”  

Request from North Guildford Food Bank  

A reminder that the next Food Bank Sunday is on 1 November; please 
bring donations to the 10am service at Holy Trinity if you can. Our 
parish has been asked if we would donate in our monthly collection 
some of the basic essentials that will always be needed and will keep, 
particularly tinned meat, tinned fish, tinned vegetables, toilet rolls and 
household spray cleaner. Other items which are always appreciated 
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include sanitary items & toiletries. Current 'wants' can be found on the 
NGFB Facebook page - Mara Uzzell  

Organ Recital at St Mary's Wednesday 11th November at 1:10pm 
with Carl Jackson (Chapel Royal). Admission is free. Please inform the 
Parish office by email or telephone: 01483 567716 if you wish to 
attend. Click here for Organ Recitals planned at St Mary's Church.  

Click here for the full schedule of What's On in the parish.  

Worship in the parish this week 

8am Book of Common Prayer Holy 
Communion on Zoom 

10am Eucharist at Holy Trinity – Robert 
Cotton preaches on Revelation 7.9-12 
and Matthew 5.1-12. There is a new 
service sheet for November (see link 
below). You are warmly invited to join the 
Chat Rooms via Zoom  - just stay online 
after the service. They are a great place 
to meet fellow worshippers who you may 
recognise but not yet know. 

10.30am Morning worship at St Mary's – Tom Pote preaching on the 
same readings as above. A special service sheet (12 pages) for All 
Souls' Day can be found via link below.  

6pm Special Evening Prayer at Holy Trinity for All Souls' Day – special 
order of service (8 pages) linked below . Don't forget to write down the 
names of those you'd like to remember at the back of either church. At 
6pm we gather to remember our loved ones, to pray and light a candle 
in their memory.   
 
Morning Prayer weekdays at 8:30am and Saturday at 9:30am.  
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5 NOVEMBER 
A pot of gold 

 

Dear Friends, 

We were told as children that, at 
the end of a rainbow, there is a pot 
of gold. So, while on a wet car 
journey watching a rainbow, I can 
remember thinking “if only we were 
over there, we would find gold!”.  
And, of course, we never did. 
Moreover, by focussing on the mythical pot, I missed looking carefully 
at the rainbow itself. Hard though this is, each day I am now trying to 
focus on ‘what is’ not on ‘what will be’. Part of my morning prayer is 
asking God: help me to see something of particular beauty today; help 
me to recognise an unexpected moment of kindness; help me to 
delight in the sun breaking through a dark cloud. The ‘pot of gold’ at 
the end of Lockdown can wait – until then, I am looking at the rainbow. 

One example of this happened on Tuesday evening. For three years, 
this parish has been hosting a Rainbow service (yes, that’s the name) as 
a moment when supporters of LGBTI+ people can come together to 
pray, to experience mutual encouragement, and to strengthen those 
who feel that the Church is a hostile environment. Until now, these 
services have been held in St Mary’s, usually as a Communion service 
with special contributions of testimonies, songs specifically written for 
the occasion and artwork. This week, we did this online, drawing 
together people from a wide range of churches in Surrey, Sussex and 
beyond. In “magazine style”, there was a discussion between two poets 
reflecting on how lockdown has affected their writings; there was a 
moving set of meditations on four characters from the gospels who 
were drawn in from the margins by meeting Jesus; and, unexpectedly, 
there was a great deal of laughter after the service closed. What I had 
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expected to be a duty turned into a profound moment of joy. Next 
week, the Church of England is going to publish the results of a three-
year exploration of human sexuality (with LGBTI+ issues to the fore). I 
am nervous about what is going to be said – and possibly, how 
irrelevant it may feel. But, at a local level, I saw this week how important 
it is that this parish continues to support this cause.  

Open for business 

As we enter a new period of lockdown, this 
parish remains fully open for business – it’s just 
that we need to do some things differently. 

Sadly, we as a congregation cannot gather in 
church. Only ministers and those leading the 
worship are allowed to attend in person. Worship 
will continue both from Holy Trinity and St Mary’s at the normal times, 
including a quiet service of Compline at 6pm (links below). We 
continue to do all that we can to ensure that Blended Church is as 
inclusive as possible, wherever you may be worshipping. If you are 
unable to join online, do try phoning in using the numbers and codes 
provided here. 

We have truly enjoyed hearing live choral music recently. All the choirs 
are continuing to rehearse - but we will not be able to hear them live 
until lockdown is over. The morning service from Holy Trinity will be 
available on Zoom. If the Zoom link won't let you in (as we're limited to 
100 connections), click this link first: https://www.youtube.com/c/
HTSMGuildford and then click on the livestream video link at the top of 
the page to watch the service live on YouTube. Then try the Zoom link 
again at the end of the service for coffee rooms which will close at 
10:50am for the Act of Remembrance. The Act of Remembrance will 
also be streamed live on YouTube so if unable to access via normal link, 
click here and look for new link at the top of the page for the Act of 
Remembrance 'live'.  

This will be our first time using these technologies. Please bear with us 
if things go awry. 
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We await further clarification from the Church of England and the 
Diocese of Guildford as they interpret the recent government 
regulations. I am working closely with the office, church wardens and 
Methodist stewards to decide what we have to do to keep all our 
properties and activities safe and legal. Please direct any questions 
about Covid regulations to me. 

Meanwhile, the Parish Office is managing the parish diary – sensitively 
dealing with those people whose activities have now to be postponed, 
and identifying what can continue. Holy Trinity Church is closed 
daytime Monday to Friday, until November 20th, while the new 
equipment is being installed that will improve the sound and visuals 
that are broadcast from the church. 

The Memorial Service for Suzie Mackie, scheduled for this Sunday 
evening, has had to be postponed. Suzie, with her family, have been 
tremendous supporters of the parish over a generation. Suzie was such 
an encouraging presence, bringing kindness, laughter and a great deal 
of emotional and spiritual energy. 

We continue to offer practical and emotional support to a number of 
neighbouring parishes. In particular, I am very grateful to Rod Pierce 
who has been taking services recently at St Nicolas Guildford, and St 
Mark’s Wyke. The Wyke wardens wrote: “we at St. Mark's have received 
more support than we could possibly have hoped for”. St Mary’s will be 
open for private prayer on Saturday from 11am to 3pm, Remembrance 
Sunday from 12 to 4pm and next Tuesday and Thursday from 1.30 to 
3.30pm. Those visiting for prayer will see the exhibition “Good grief?”, 
which remains in place – a personal journey through grief, expressed in 
beautiful art and poetry. More than 100 people visited the church 
earlier this week.  - Robert                           

“We discover, we grow”. Girlguiding inspires 
girls to discover new opportunities, challenges 
and fun. Sources of Hope shows how Brownies 
and Guides in Guildford have continued 
joyfully with their adventures despite the 
difficulties posed by the pandemic.  
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Cancelled -Organ Recital at St Mary's Wednesday 11th November 
iUnder the current lockdown conditions this concern cannot go ahead. 
Click here for the full schedule of What's On in the parish.  

Remembrance Sunday 

The 10am Eucharist at Holy Trinity will be held via Zoom and live on our 
YouTube Channel (see links to Zoom 
and YouTube Channel below), 
followed by a short time in 
breakout rooms for coffee and a 
chat (closing at 10:50am), and 
finishing with the playing of the 
Last Post, two-minute silence and 
prayers starting at 10:50am. St 
Mary's morning worship at 
10:30am will be led online by Lyn 
McKay, including prayers at 
11:00am. A quiet online service of 
Compline at 6pm Sunday evening. 
Robert will be leading the Borough 
ceremony of remembrance at the 
Castle Grounds from 10:45am. Attendance is by invitation only. 
Wreaths will be laid by local representatives of the Armed Forces and 
veterans.Rod Pierce will be leading an act of Remembrance at the 
memorial by Addison Court on Saturday afternoon (closed to the 
public due to lockdown).  
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12 NOVEMBER 
Kind attention 

 

Jean Vianney was a country parish priest in 
the South of France in the late 19th 
century. He spent a lot of time in his 
church, hearing confessions and offering 
guidance to his parishioners. Gradually he 
noticed that there was one old man who 
sat for long periods gazing at the Reserved 
Sacrament in church. This peasant seemed 
not to speak, genuflect, move or do 
anything, except to remain still. So, one 

day, Fr Jean asked the man what he did. “Je le regarde, et il me 
regarde” (I look at God, and God looks at me). That is where much of 
our prayer can begin – without theory, without elaboration. God is 
already looking at us; we enter into the reality of prayer that is already 
happening. Prayer is not about getting words in the right order, or 
whipping up a special holy feeling within. Rather God is already gazing 
on us with kindness and compassion – prayer is realising that that is 
already happening, and joining in with silent adoration and gratitude. 
As we pray for situations of harm, distress or need, we are seeking to 
look on them with the same gaze as God. We do not try to change 
God’s mind, by our prayer; rather we are seeking to look at needy 
situations with the eyes of God. When we do that, things change. 

Praying for the nation 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, other senior leaders and our 
own Diocesan Bishops are inviting you all to pray for the nation during 
the new lockdown. Each day, there will be a key area to pray for, based 
on a simple weekly cycle, and at 6pm we will take a collective moment 
in prayer together. A booklet of prayer is available here and more 
resources can be found here. 
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Trinity Centre windows 

The Borough Planning Committee rejected our application to renew 
the windows in the Trinity Centre by 8 votes to 7 last week.  We need to 
do this work to improve safety, thermal insulation and energy 
efficiency.  Provided the councillors do not change their minds, at least 
we learnt what was troubling them about our proposals.  We will revise 
the application and resubmit in the new year.  Your letters of support 
were really appreciated. 

Helping us remember 

Thanks to all who helped the remembrance Sunday services go so well, 
especially Ben Humphreys playing the Last Post. There were over 2,000 
views of the ceremony that I led at the Castle grounds, recorded on the 
Borough’s website. So although the congregation there had to be 
limited to 30, the public were still enabled to participate. 

A great deal of creative work went on behind the scenes at the seven 
ordination services in October to enable hundreds of people to watch 
the services. The diocese has published an interesting story about this, 
featuring some of the tech team from Holy Trinity: The people behind 
the cameras. Installation of upgraded audio-visual equipment in Holy 
Trinity is going well. The works should be complete by the end of next 
week. This will give us a short while during the last days of lockdown so 
that we can learn how best to use the system. 

We will continue to livestream the 10am Sunday worship from Holy 
Trinity during lockdown (see links below). As we cannot take a 
collection during worship, please remember that you can make a 
donation to support the work of the parish by using the large red 
button. -  Robert   

Christmas singing  

The future may be uncertain, but one thing that we 
can be sure about is that 'Tomorrow shall be my 
dancing day' and 'O come, all ye faithful' WILL be 
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sung at Holy Trinity on Christmas Day - somehow. Plans must be made 
for Christmas services at Holy Trinity that allow for social distancing 
with, hence, smaller choirs and reduced congregations spread over 
more services humming rather than singing along.  We are trying to 
keep the various yuletide duties for Holy Trinity choir roughly the same 
this year - it is a pattern that works well. We also do not wish to turn 
visitors away if the church is full to its safe capacity. So there will be 
some extra services and we would like to have a group of singers 
present in the choir stalls who would be willing to lead the singing for 
some of these services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day by singing 
some well known carols from the choir stalls. I am, therefore, writing to 
all singing members of the parish asking if you would like to register 
your interest in supporting this. We have access to a large number of 
singers - previous choristers, members of the congregation who sing in 
other choirs, choir parents etc.  You are all welcome. There is no 
commitment required at this stage - please just register your desire to 
be kept informed: Holy Trinity - Singers for extra Christmas 2020 
services. Let us hope that this year, through your support, all those who 
come to Holy Trinity will be able to hear again the message of the 
angels: 'Sing choirs of Angels - sing in exultation’.   - Martin  

Community Point is an information hub in the 
centre of Guildford where you can find out 
about all number of community activities, 
services and volunteering opportunities in the Guildford and Waverley 
area.  If you’re not sure where to start or where to look, contact us by 
email: communitypoint@vasws.org.uk.  

Wintershall Nativity, 18-21 December 2020 
The wonderful Wintershall Nativity play, 
will take place as a Nativity Winter Walk. 
This will be a safe, interactive event so you 
and your family can experience the ‘real’ 
Christmas story, while walking through the 
undulating fields and woodland of 
Wintershall. This is a socially distanced 
walk with pre-booked time slots. To book visit their website.   
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#ThanksToYou campaign Holy Trinity 
Church has benefitted from two 
major grants in the last five years 
from the Heritage Fund of the 
National Lottery. We were awarded 
£230,000 to mend the roof, and 
£80,000 to repair the north steps. As 
well as helping us maintain Holy 
Trinity, these grants have also 
supported us in making the heritage of this church accessible to 
neighbours and visitors. If you are on social media, post a selfie on 
Thursday 19 November to say thank you to National Lottery players for 
their contribution to good causes. Use hashtags #ThanksToYou, 
#NationalLottery and the HTSM Twitter address @HTSM_Guildford.   
 
Large storage space needed – can you help? The church wardens are 
looking for a place to store some windows. Do you have an empty garage, 
stable or dry place where they could be stored temporarily? (Dimensions of 
a single garage 2m high x1.8m wide.) Get in touch with the Parish office.  
 
Worship services this week 
The 10am Eucharist at Holy Trinity will be held via Zoom and live on our 
YouTube Channel (see links to Zoom and YouTube Channel below), 
followed by chat in breakout rooms. St Mary's 10:30 am Church-at-
home service will be led by Andrew Wheeler. Bible reading is Matthew 
25:14-30. Compline service at 6pm Sunday. 
Click here for the full schedule of What's On in the parish. 
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19 NOVEMBER 

What will survive of us is love 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
I was involved in burying the ashes 
of a married couple at St Mary’s 
earlier this week.  I had never before 
done this for two people at the 
same time.  The hole was prepared. 
We laid the wife’s ashes on the right 
side, and the husband on the left.  
In between, we laid a copy of the 
eulogy spoken at his funeral.  I told the family the story which Philip 
Larkin narrates in his poem An Arundel tomb. 

Larkin is visiting Chichester Cathedral as he notices a tomb of the Earl 
of Arundel from centuries ago. On the left side of the tomb there is an 
effigy of the Earl, and on the right side his countess. If you look a bit 
more carefully, you will notice that at their feet, there are effigies of 
their two favourite dogs. But look a bit more closely and you will see 
that the Earl, encased in his armour, has taken off the gauntlet from his 
right hand. His right hand, now and for as long as the statue lasts, is 
holding his wife’s right hand. Larkin, grumpy man that he was, ponders 
this – is this mere sentiment? Does this sign of affection last the test of 
time? In the final stanza of the poem, even Larkin admits: “Only an 
attitude remains …. what will survive of us is love”.  

I felt the truth of that as I buried the ashes of this couple.  They died 
some years ago – memories of them are fading, even amongst their 
nearest relatives. Yet, what survives is love. The ripples of each act of 
kindness, of compassion, of generosity, continue to spread. I am only 
able to love now, because I have been loved – including by people that 
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I do not now remember. When we love, we participate in the goodness 
of God, which is on-going, unbreakable, eternal. 

Living in love and faith 

The Church of England published this month “Living in love and faith: 
Christian teaching and learning about identity, sexuality, relationships 
and marriage” (shortened to LLF). This is the fruit of three years hard 
work: listening to the real-life experiences of people, attending to the 
wisdom that is found in scripture, biological sciences and what is 
happening in culture today, and seeking what we can learn from our 
differences. It began its life as a Teaching Document from the Bishops – 
but evolved into a process of listening and learning from each other (as 
guided by the House of Bishops). There is a 480-page book, podcasts 
and short videos available on the C of E website. One of the videos 
features Sara, known to many people at Holy Trinity. I was deeply 
moved as I watched this: a beautiful and honest testimony to what is 
involved in living in love and faith in a Christian environment that is 
often hostile and judgemental. 

The whole of the Church of England is being asked by the bishops to 
engage with this material over the next 12 months, before decisions 
are made about “what next?”. So there will be opportunities to discuss 
this material, early in the New Year. As the parish that regularly hosts 
the local Rainbow Services, others will be looking to us for 
encouragement and a lead on what changes would be good for the 
church, its outreach and its credibility as we engage with all people of 
love and faith. 

A flock of sheep in Holy Trinity 

You may remember that during Heritage Open Days some of the small 
knitted sheep disappeared. (They demarcate key areas on the 
children’s trail in Holy Trinity, such as the font, the pulpit, the altar etc.) 
Not sheep rustlers, but curious children being beguiled by the 
attractive creatures, find them in their hands to take home. 
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Fortunately, Elaine Gillespie has been knitting furiously and a whole 
flock of little sheep, each individually unique has been delivered to HT. 
We have received sheep in abundance, just in time for Advent and 
Christmas when they will be much needed. Thank you Elaine, your 
sheep bring much joy to all. 

A better hearing at Holy Trinity 

We are delighted that work on the long-awaited audio-visual system is 
drawing to a close and the contractors will hand it over to us on Friday 
afternoon. We are really looking forward to road testing the new 
microphones, speakers and cameras on a Sunday morning very soon. 
To get to that stage, there is some essential testing and practice that 
needs to happen first so that our wonderful Tech Team can master the 
system. The current lockdown prevents us from doing any large-scale 
training for the time being, but we will be calling for some help over 
the next fortnight to help us try out the kit. This is a really exciting 
moment for the parish and we hope that you'll be able to enjoy the 
results of the project very soon.  - Robert  
                                           

“A foretaste of heaven!”  This week's Sources 
of Hope highlights how Chit Chat’s volunteers 
and learners have adapted enthusiastically to 
online discussions and conversation, calling in 
from around the world to practise their English.  

Trinity Club 10.30am-12noon Tuesday 24 November  
The Work of the North Guildford Food Bank  
We are very pleased to welcome Jo and Heather from the 
North Guildford Food Bank to talk to us about their work, 
with particular reference to the challenges faced this year. 
The meeting will begin at 10.30am and the talk begins at 
10.45am. There will be plenty of time for questions and discussion.  
- Brian Roberts & David Uzzell  
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A Strange Christmas - a series of Advent Reflections 
prompted by a book by Krish Kandiah, organised by 
Common Ground. Thursdays in December at 12.30 by 
Zoom  Click here to request log-in details. 3 December: 
Strange Wait - Julia Monaghan 
 

Supporting others, conveying hope  
Peer Support Group for anyone facing depression, anxiety 
is meeting face-to-face through lockdown, Wednesday 
evenings, 7.30 – 9pm, at The Spike Community Centre, 
Warren Road, GU1 3JH. No need to book,.and it’s free.  
For more info visit our website. 

 
Wood for good Lockdown has enabled me to spend 
time in my workshop and so I have quite a few wood 
turned items looking for a good home. I’m offering them 
for sale with all profits going to HTSM. Watch out for next 
week’s e-newsletter for how to purchase. - Peter Brayne 

I can personally vouch for the beauty of Pete’s woodwork that 
combines elegance, usefulness with a delight in the colour and texture of the 

wood. - Robert  
 
Worship services this week 
The 10am Eucharist at Holy Trinity will be held via Zoom and live on our 
YouTube Channel (see links below), followed by chat in breakout 
rooms. Robert will be preaching on Matthew 25.31 – 46, the parable of 
the sheep and the goats. 
St Mary's 10:30 am Church-At-Home 
will be led by Keith Beckingham. Bible 
readings Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-4 and 
Matthew 35: 31-46.  
Compline service at 6pm Sunday at 
which Tom will be preaching on 'The 
last words of King David' - 2 Samuel 
23.1-7.  
Click here for the full schedule of 
What's On in the parish. 
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26 NOVEMBER 
Advent & our journey to Christmas 

 

Dear Friends, 

There’s so much that distinguishes 
Advent from other times of the year: 
candlelit carol services, the smell of 
Christmas cakes and puddings being 
prepared, the excitement (or stress) of 
Christmas shopping and so much 
more. It’s a time of prayerful 
preparation and waiting as well as a time of frenetic decorating and 
gift-wrapping. On Sunday we celebrate the beginning of Advent and 
our journey towards Christmas. It’s a moment which encourages us to 
cast our gaze forwards to the birth of Jesus and to the fulfilment of 
God’s promise of a Saviour. 

This year, our parish preparations for Christmas will be slightly 
different, but we’ll still be doing many of our usual Christmassy 
activities. The essence of Christmas hasn’t changed, just the way in 
which we’ll celebrate it. 

At the heart of Christmas, we celebrate Emmanuel, ‘God with us’. One 
way in which we are especially close to God is in receiving Holy 
Communion. We know that many people may not be in a position to 
come to church for one of our services this year, and so we propose 
bringing Communion to you. Please be in touch with us if you would 
like to receive Communion at home. Ministers from both Holy Trinity 
and St Mary’s would be delighted to bring Communion to you, which 
we will arrange in a safe way, of course. 

You may prefer to come to church at a quiet moment midweek to 
attend a short service, light a candle and receive Communion.  
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On Wednesdays 9th, 16th and 23rd December there will be an 
opportunity for this in Holy Trinity at 12pm.  
 
Our Christmas services are very popular and we normally enjoy 
welcoming hundreds of people to our churches in December. Current 
social distancing regulations mean that we can only accommodate 
about 100 people at each service. So, we have decided to offer some 
extra services to allow as many people as possible to celebrate 
Christmas with us. You will also be able to participate in our services 
online, via Zoom or live streamed on our YouTube channel. If you 
would prefer to come to something a bit quieter, why not come to one 
of the new services? Please pass on information about our services to 
friends, family and neighbours who usually join us at Christmas.  

Oakleaf We thought that you’d like to know that the parish has given 
£500 on your behalf to support the vital work of Oakleaf. Their 
fundraising campaign this year aims to enable creation and delivery of 
300 Christmas Care Baskets for clients. It's a small gesture to help 
those who are struggling to mark the festive season at a time of year 
which can be particularly challenging for people suffering depression, 
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anxiety, and isolation. Each basket costs £20 and the goal is to raise at 
least £6,000. More information about Oakleaf can be found here.  

If you’ve made it this far you deserve a good cuppa and an early mince 
pie! As you do, I leave you with this beautiful prayer. It’s the collect for 
the first Sunday in Advent which we’ll use this week:  

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great 
humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.   

With every blessing for the week ahead,  
Tom 
                                       

Strange year, strange Christmas… 
Few of us will have experienced a year quite as strange as 
2020. Common Ground, based at St Mary’s, proposes a 
mini-series of three 15-minute Advent reflections 
focusing on the strangeness of this year and the 
Christmas story. Thursday 3rd December Strange Wait - 
Julia Monaghan at 12.30 by Zoom. Click here to request log-in details. 
10 December: Strange Worship - Andrew Wheeler;  
17 December: Strange Welcome - Rosemary Lee 

Christmas shopping It looks as if many more shops will be open in 

December. If you are able to use your local businesses you will be 
supporting them and those who work there. But if you shop online, you 
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can also raise donations for HTSM at no cost to you 
with our online charity fundraising campaign. To sign 
up visit our Easyfundraising webpage. 
Easyfundraising was introduced to us by the 
Association of Church Accountants and Treasurers. If 
you have any questions please let me know.   
-Venetia Howes 

If you are looking for affordable handcrafted 
Christmas presents, and also want to help support 
Holy Trinity St Mary's, view my catalogue online. All 
the profits will go to support the charitable work of 
HTSM in these challenging times. -Peter Brayne 

Matrix Trust Christmas Quiz and Raffle Saturday 5th 
December 7.30-9.30pm (online). Matrix is a local 
charity which works with young people in Guildford. 
Early in 2021 their new Social Enterprise Café in 
Eastgate Gardens will open. The charity aims to 
provide a safe space for young people along with 
mentoring services by running the café business.  

A Festival of Wonderful Christmas Trees 6th-20th 
December Guildford United Reformed Church, 83 
Portsmouth Rd, GU2 4BS. A series of Festival 
events are planned, but these will be subject to 
change due to Covid restrictions. For the latest 
information go to our website.  

Wintershall Nativity Walk  
18th-21st December. If you fancy a safe outing 
outdoors to see the nativity story, there’s no 
better place this side of Bethlehem than 
Wintershall!. Booking required.  
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Worship in the parish this Advent Sunday 

Holy Trinity 10am via Zoom and live streamed on YouTube – Tom 
preaches on ‘Waiting for the Lord’, Isaiah 64.1-5, 8-9 and Mark 13.24-37

St. Mary’s Church-at-Home 10.30am – Robert leads Advent worship and 
preaches on the same readings as above.

Holy Trinity 6pm via Zoom – A special service lead by Stephen and Anne 
Marriott to start Advent based on the Four Advent Candles. Watch out 
next week for the first of four videos continuing this theme for Advent 
preparation. 

Click here for the full schedule of What's On in the parish. 
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3 DECEMBER 
Nourishment through the season 

 

Dear Friends, 

The hedgerows look bare. They 
have lost their leaves. All signs of 
life seem to have gone. Yet, if 
you look more closely, there are 
sloes, berries and nuts – 
sometimes they seem almost to 
be hiding. But they are freely 
provided, on offer, readily 
available for those who are attentive. Likewise with Advent: the grey 
clouds hang low, the rain is cold – but here is plentiful provision to 
nourish you through this season.    
 
Spiritual resources for Advent  

Lighting the first Advent Candle is the theme of 
the most recent Pause to Pray. More videos to 
follow, week by week.   

If you like to have something to read or to gently 
ponder each day during Advent, Jonathan 
would like to share two suggestions: Advent 
Online offers a library of resources and also a 
clickable Advent Calendar which provides visual 
and audio meditations as well as reflections on 
biblical passages for every day in the season.  

An anthology of poems by R.S. Thomas, with a 
poem accompanied by a reflection for each day. 
The book is called “Frequencies of God” by 
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Carys Walsh, and if you are a poetry lover or would just like to explore 
the way Thomas draws the reader into the mystery of God through the 
daily waiting of Advent, this is for you. We hope you will find inspiration 
from these or your own reading this Advent, and do feel free to contact 
any of the clergy team if you would like to share your thoughts as you 
reflect in this great time of preparation and waiting.  

On Saturday 12th December at 4pm in St. Mary's, the choir Coro42, 
conducted by Nick Graham, will give a 30-minute reflection on Advent 
through a selection of carols and poetry. 
Following COVID-secure guidelines 
throughout, the choir will sing a short 
selection of Advent carols, including beautiful 
settings by Howells, Chilcott, and Sally 
Beamish, as a moment of peace and solace in 
this unusual December. Take a moment's 
break from Coronavirus, and from the busy 
high street, and join the choir in celebrating 
the hopeful anticipation of Advent. Seating is 
limited to 40 people. Please let the office 
know if you are planning to attend.   

Nourishment for the body too  

On Sunday 6th and 13th you can bring 
donations for for the North Guildford Food 
Bank to Holy Trinity. Items donated this 
Sunday can include tinned meat, tinned fruit 
and tinned veg and long life puddings. 
Household cleaners, toilet roll and toiletries 
also appreciated. On Sunday 13th December 
there will be a ‘Christmas Special’ collection 
and this is the opportunity to focus on 
Christmassy treats as well - chocolates, mincepies etc and special 
toiletries, cards and similar ‘gift’ items; anything that will bring sparkle 
and delight to mark the season. Let’s make both collections as BIG and 
GENEROUS as we can - the more the better! If you’d like to contribute 
a gift but are not able to attend in person please contact Mara Uzzell. 
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In this week's Sources of Hope, two videos explore how local 
communities, churches, Scouts and supermarkets all contribute to the 
work done by the North Guildford Food Bank and the Salvation Army.   

Supporting Kwasa College, South Africa 
We heard in the summer about Kwasa's 
difficulties and the big hole in the budget due to 
Covid-19. Now there is good news. Increased 
sponsorships have meant that we in the UK are now able to cover the fees 
of 34 more children, so now 87 of Sharron's 240 primary school students 
are supported in this way. Donations have helped plug budget holes and 
the situation going into next year thankfully looks rather healthier. On the 
Kwasa site, work has been able to progress on the 'white building', once 
inhabited by 220 squatters and since dilapidated, gradually transforming it 
into a usable hall and offices. Donations to Kwasa can be made via the 
West Green Trust's 'Just Giving' Page. You can also sponsor a child through 
this Covid-19 year. Email Rich Benton at The West Green Charitable Trust 
for more details.  

Church alive! 
In Holy Trinity, Lanesborough and Guildford High 
Junior School have been recording their carol 
services and Hennessey-Brown Music has recorded 
a concert performed by the London Piano Trio. This 
will be repeated on Sunday afternoon with a live 
audience. At St Mary’s the Children’s Trust and the 
Royal Grammar School (pictured above right, photo 
by Simon TC Jones) recorded music for their carol 
service.  Coming soon: Emmaus Road Church and Real Change charity will 
both be recording their carol services at St Mary’s.  It is wonderful to be 
able to welcome people back to our churches, providing them with the 
space for Christmas to come alive again.  

Furlough  
At the request of the Bishop of Guildford, Tom Pote has agreed to be 
placed on furlough for one day each week (Saturday). This is part of a 
package of cost-cutting measures that the diocese is implementing. Please 
help Tom, by not contacting him on that day.   
 
- Robert 
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Strange year, strange Christmas…Common Ground's 
series of 15-minute Advent reflections continues 
Thursday 10 December: Strange Worship - Andrew 
Wheeler at 12.30 by Zoom. Click here to request log-in 
details. Rosemary Lee will finish the series on 17 
December with the theme, Strange Welcome.

Wood for Good  Peter Brayne's remaining 
woodturning items will be available on Sunday after 
the 10am and 6pm services. Card, cheque or cash 
accepted. All profits will go to HTSM. Items can be 
viewed and ordered online.  

Worship in the parish for the second week of 
Advent

Holy Trinity 10am – Brian preaches on Isaiah 40.3-8 and Mark 1.1-8 
St. Mary’s 10.30am – Robert leads Advent Communion and Keith 
Beckingham preaches on same readings as above. 
Holy Trinity 6pm – 
Advent Carol 
Service, sung by Girls 
and Adults 
Wednesday 9th 
December: Holy 
Communion in St 
Mary’s at 12pm – 
safe, quiet, especially 
for those who may 
not wish to come to a 
Sunday service with a 
large congregation.

Click here for the full 
schedule of What's 
On in the parish. 
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10 DECEMBER 
O come all ye faithful–but at different times 

please 

 

My glass is half-full. This means that I enjoy what is – 
and that there is room for more! I am not scared of 
the dark, not least because God promises to lighten 
that darkness. Into the silence comes the song of the 
Angels. Unexpectedly, and worth the wait, come the 
travellers from the East – not Jews, not “our tribe”, 
but in coming from outside, they bring gifts that are 

so keenly needed. Christmas is rightly a time of contrasts.  

For many years, you have helped welcome a large number of people 
to our Christmas services. You have made space for them, provided 
them with warmth and kindness, delighted them with superb singing, 
and made this season come alive with the depth and delight of the 
Christmas story. I can think of the family who started coming to the Crib 
Service 20 years ago, with their three young boys – all of whom are now 
at least three inches taller than me … and still they come!  And I delight 
in the grandad who as he gradually aged, said to me one Christmas: “I 
can’t see anything, and I can’t hear much – but I do love coming”.  There 
are plenty more stories of neighbours and visitors being attracted to 
our worship. If that happens again this year, we will be victims of our 
own success – as we can only seat about 100 people safely in Holy 
Trinity.  What can we do?  How can we help the church wardens who 
will have to manage greeting an unknown number of people on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day? 

To make safe space, we’re doing more services than we usually do and 
there are different ways to participate in our worship. So, please 
consider which of the following options might suit you best and help 
us avoid having to turn people away. 
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Option A: Church-at-home via Zoom 
You have seen that the style of our services is 
to value the participation of everyone, 
whether at home or in person. We are 
connected with each other spiritually. As I 
stand in church, I feel your presence, and rely 
on your prayers. This is ideal for those who are protecting themselves 
or a family member, or who enjoy singing – you can sing along with the 
choir at home on Zoom, in a way that is not permitted in church.  (Links, 
service sheets and call in details are provided in the coloured boxes 
below.) Zoom limits us to 100 connections, so…  
 
Option B: Church-at-home via YouTube 
Participate in services at Holy Trinity via our 
'livestream' on YouTube. You can sing and 
pray. You can pause to make yourself coffee – 
but we are designing all the services to be 40 
minutes (which is long enough for anyone to 
be looking at a screen).  And if you are busy at the times of our 
services, most can be viewed at a later time on our YouTube channel. 
(Links and service sheets are provided in the coloured boxes below.)  
 
Option C: Come to Holy Trinity 
Come to Holy Trinity. If you are able, consider 
attending one of the extra services we are 
arranging, at times that are less familiar. In 
addition to the Carol Service at 6pm on 
December 20th there is an identical service at 5pm on the same day. In 
addition to the ‘Midnight’ communion at 10pm on Christmas Eve there 
is an earlier communion service at 6pm. The 10 am service on 
Christmas day is followed by another Christmas communion service at 
11 am. All the communion services on Christmas Day and Christmas 
Eve have a choir and the same carols will be sung. So, if you are 
planning to attend in person, it will help us if you would consider 
coming to one of the new service times.   

There is a dangerous gap between what I say, and what you hear.  I am 
NOT saying that you are not welcome – I AM saying that we are trying 
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to find ways to accommodate people who are not regular worshippers 
(and therefore probably not receiving this message).  Actually, 
throughout this pandemic, I have felt so supported by your 
understanding of the difficulties that we are negotiating, and the 
problems of ever-changing regulations.  We all know how uplifting it 
can be to be in the presence of others, hearing fine music, surrounded 
by the glory of God.  I am sure that we can make the Christmas season 
a time of deep encouragement and delight.  How much I am looking 
forward to the time when we can all gather – when we can all sing – 
when we can all receive bread and wine.  That is going to be a truly 
Pentecostal moment! 

At all our services, Welcomers are aware that some people are exempt 
from wearing masks. At most a Welcomer may suggest that some 
masks are available should someone want one (or have forgotten theirs 
at home); but that is an offer or a reminder - not an instruction to those 
who can't wear them. 

We continue with a service of Holy Communion at 12pm on 
Wednesdays in Advent, particularly suitable for those who may not 
want to join in with a Sunday congregation. We are also offering to 
bring you Communion at home. We know that many people may not 
be in a position to come to church for one of our services this year, and 
so please be in touch with us if you would like to receive Communion 
at home. Ministers from both Holy Trinity and St Mary’s would be 
delighted to bring Communion to you, which we will arrange in a safe 
way, of course. 

Greetings from California 

Rachel and Barry Lane, with Charlie and Amelie, joined the Advent 
Carol Service on Zoom from Silicon Valley, California. They said that 
seeing the star in Holy Trinity and the girls singing was the best start of 
Christmas for them all. Wonders of connection through technology, 
eh?!     
 
– Robert 
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Worship in the parish for the third week of Advent 

Holy Trinity 10am – Robert Cotton preaching on 1 Thessalonians 
5.16-24 and John 1.6-8, 19-28 
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St. Mary’s 10.30am – Keith Beckingham will be leading the service and 
Hilary Beckingham preaching. Readings are Isaiah 61:1-4. 8-end; John 
1:6-8. 19-28. 

Holy Trinity 3pm - Nativity service for families of children in Junior 
Church and Trinity Breakfast Club, replacing the normal Sunday 
evening service 
this week. 

Holy Trinity 
12pm - Midweek 
communion 
Wednesdays in 
Advent 
Pause to Pray: 
Lighting the 
second Advent 
Candle 

Click here for the 
full schedule of 
What's On in the 
parish. 
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17 DECEMBER 
Familiar, faithful, fresh 

 

Dear Friends, 

A friend sent me a quotation 
from something I wrote in 2014. 
It was moving that she had kept 
and treasured these words all 
that time; but I was anxious 
before I opened the attachment, 
unsure whether I would stand by what I had written. Apparently, I had 
been reflecting on the hymn “Lord of the dance” by Sydney Carter, and 
had said: 

Perhaps one part of his style is its open-endedness. A faith that is ready 
to learn, respectful of others, keen to penetrate dark situations to look 
for the light, is very attractive. It was noted that Carter’s songs would 
change from rehearsal to rehearsal – indeed, from performance to 
performance. I have seen that too when I have been fortunate to be 
close to Will Todd at work. He has re-configured some of his 
“completed” pieces for different arrangements of voices and 
instruments, to suit the resources of this parish. The song remains the 
same – but we hear it differently as new people are drawn into the 
singing. That, perhaps, is an image of what happens around Jesus – his 
divine song remains the same, but must be heard and sung afresh in 
each generation.  
 
Well, this Christmas is definitely going to be different – but we still  
need to hear and proclaim the message: “the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it”. That is the truth that 
comforts. That is the truth that is familiar, faithful and fresh in each 
moment when we behave to make it real. 
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This is how our Christmas services will work 
 
Option A: Church-at-home via Zoom This is ideal for those who are 
protecting themselves or a family member, or who enjoy singing – you 
can sing along with the choir at home on Zoom, in a way that is not 
permitted in church.  

Option B: Church-at-home via YouTube – Live or Recorded Service 
Make good use of our livestreaming to YouTube. The quality is the 
same. You can sing and pray. You can catch up with our worship at a 
time to suit yourself. 

Option C: Come to Holy Trinity – seating is limited 
Please consider attending one of the new services this year: Carol 
Service at 5pm on December 20th; Christmas Eve service at 6pm; 
Christmas Day service at 11am. There is no booking system; the limited 
number of seats can only be allocated on ‘first come, first served’. 
Please spread the word. 

Supporting local charities 

The parish has just made a number of 
donations to local charities, especially those 
working with children, the homeless and 
prisoners, to enable them to bring light into some darkened situations. 
In response to a personal letter, the donation and the promise of 
prayers, we have received some heart warming grateful messages, 
such as this one from Shooting Star Chase:  

We really are so very grateful to you for continuing to show us such 
kindness, and your donation is so greatly appreciated. Like for so many 
others, this year has been very tough for Shooting Star Children’s 
Hospices.  It’s only thanks to our wonderful supporters, like you, that 
we’re able to continue providing vital care to children and their families 
who are facing the unimaginable. 
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News from the congregations  

Congratulations to Hazel Barnby on a significant birthday! Hazel has 
been worshipping at Holy Trinity for 60 years. Hazel, with her husband 
Guy who died 9 March 2015, has brought delight, kindness, warmth 
and love to this parish for many years. 

Sadly, I report the death of Bill Crawforth last weekend. Bill also was a 
long-time faithful member of the congregation at Holy Trinity – quietly 
spoken, with an entrancing chuckle, he showed determination and 
faithfulness in his last years here, before he moved to be close to his 
family in Walton on Thames. May he rest in peace and rise in glory! 

Christmas traditions 

At the end of the morning service at Holy Trinity this Sunday, there will 
be the traditional playing of “Sleigh ride” – this year, this will be played 
on the organ and percussion instruments.  

So that we can welcome as many people as possible to our services, 
there will NOT be a table under the gallery in Holy Trinity this year, 
where you can leave Christmas cards (as in past years). Holy Trinity's 
final Wednesday Advent Communion will be at 12pm on 23rd 
December, before Gordon Bridger's funeral service at 1.30pm (family 
only). 

Please let us know if you would like to receive Communion at home. 
Ministers from both Holy Trinity and St Mary’s would be delighted to 
bring Communion to you, which we will arrange in a safe way. 

Look for for next week's letter on Tuesday 22nd December. This earlier 
edition will include Zoom links and service sheets for Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day services. 

–Robert  
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Worship in the parish for the fourth week of Advent 
 
Pause to Pray: Lighting the third Advent Candle 
Holy Trinity - 10am service – Rod Pierce will be preaching. Robert 
Cotton will lead the Carol services at 5pm and 6pm. 
St. Mary’s - 8am Holy Communion and 3:30pm Carol Service only 
(Weather permitting carols will be sung outside the church in a safe, 
socially distanced way  from 3:15pm.) 
Midweek communion at Holy Trinity 12pm Wednesday 23rd December  
Click here for the full schedule of What's On in the parish. 
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22 DECEMBER 
Update on Christmas & Epiphany Services 

A duty of care 

 

Friends, 

Between the first Christmas Day, and the 
first Good Friday, Jesus changed. At the 
beginning, as a newly born infant, he was 
cared for, as he could do nothing for 
himself. That is a tender part of the 
Christmas story – that God was content to 
be completely vulnerable, in the care of 
others. 

By the end of his life, Jesus was the one who cared, showing in word 
and action the tender compassion that brought hope and healing to 
many. His example is our inspiration to be carers ourselves. Yet, in the 
middle of his life, Jesus combined both: he offered and accepted care. 
Think of the story when he was thirsty, asking water from a stranger, 
unembarrassed to be in need (John 4.7). It is part of our spiritual 
journey into mature adulthood that we can be both cared for and 
carers. If we never let anyone look after us, then we distance ourselves, 
probably in a proud and unhelpful way. 

Now, as the regulations for this part of the country are tightened, 
however much we may feel constrained, we have a duty of care – to 
look after ourselves, our neighbours and friends, those we may meet in 
the street, and those we may be accustomed to sitting next to in 
church. I am confident that you will make a responsible decision about 
church-going. I am helped by remembering that this year, 2020, is so 
unusual – and that, God willing, we can look forward to a fully joyful 
Christmas at the end of 2021. Until then, please take care.  
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If you are coming to Holy Trinity, please wrap up warm so that we can 
ensure the building is as ventilated as possible. Please consider 
coming to one of the services apart from the 10am on Christmas Day, 
so that we can spread the congregations 
out as effectively as possible. If you can 
worship from home, please do join any of 
the advertised services. Sing, pray, rejoice! 
Please note that, for safety’s sake, we have 
cancelled the 9pm Christmas Eve service 
at St Mary’s. All those familiar with worship 
at St Mary’s (Methodist and Anglican) are 
specifically invited to the 6pm Christmas 
Eve service at Holy Trinity instead. 

To give everyone a moment of ease, we 
are asking that the congregation at 10am 
on Sunday 27th December stays at home. Holy Trinity church will be 
open for ministers and the tech team, so that the service can be 
broadcast on Zoom and YouTube as usual. Of course, the doors will still 
be open if anyone turns up unexpectedly. 

We are very grateful. Thank you to the “tech team” for all you have 
done this year to keep us together as one parish, one worshipping 
community.  You have enabled us to remain united and to participate 
fully in worship, wherever we have been. In particular, thousands of 
people benefitted from your work in broadcasting and recording the 
Ordination service at Holy Trinity in October, for Tom and three other 
ministers. You have overcome last minute problems, hosted breakout 
rooms, and made worship beautiful in a way that most of us had never 
even considered possible. And also a BIG “thank you” to Susie Alcock 
who has circulated these weekly letters. Susie has designed the letters, 
making complicated information as accessible as possible. Each week, 
sometimes at the eleventh hour, Susie has helped us stay in touch with 
each other.  Brilliant! The next letter will be published on Thursday 7th 
January. Morning Prayer will continue until 23rd December, and re-start 
on Monday 4th January.   –Robert  
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Message from the Treasurer 

Thank you so much to everyone who has given to 
the Parish in 2020. It has been a difficult year for us 
all individually and as a Parish but the response to 
requests for financial support have been humbling. 
As a Parish we have met fully our obligations to our 
employees and to our Outward Giving 
commitments.  

At the same time we have developed new ways of making services and 
other resources available to those at home and made the churches safe 
environments for those wishing to come in person. We have done this 
despite losing significant income from the letting of our buildings and 
from collections in church.  

The response to the CAF Donate Red Button on the web site, to the 
Contactless Giving handset in Holy Trinity and to requests to consider a 
review of Planned Giving commitments has been magnificent and 
means that although the Parish will still have a deficit in 2020 it will be 
much smaller than originally envisaged.  

We will continue to minimise expenditure where we can but with the 
latest Covid restrictions the beginning of 2021 will be just as difficult as 
2020 and the future remains uncertain.  

We are very grateful for your continued support and if you are able to 
make further donations over this Christmas period please click here or 
on the 'DONATE HERE' button above. Or you can contact Alan Brown 
about Planned Giving or contact the Treasurer who will be pleased to 
assist. Thank you.   

- Rogan Dixon 
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27  DECEMBER 
Special message from Robert - Public worship 

from home 

 

Friends, 

I am so pleased that we could mark 
Christmas with beautiful worship, 
fitting for the spiritual high-point that 
it is. It was so good to be together, 
whether at home or in church – 
whether watching it live, or doing so a 
few hours later. With thanks to the 
tech team, we are making the most of 
the possibilities on offer.  Now is the 
time that I believe we need to give ourselves a bit of a break. Already 
we asked that Sunday worship today should be at home (with only the 
ministers in church). I am asking for your support as we extend that by 
at least one week, to include Epiphany Sunday 3rd January. 

This will make it easier and safer for everyone. I am sure that you are 
keeping up to date with the health situation, which is fast moving and 
may have changed by the time you read this letter. None of us know 
today what the regulations and safety advice will be in a few days’ time. 
But it will help to give ourselves a bit of a breathing space. Much as we 
really benefit from hearing our choirs singing, it will make it easier for 
them if we delay the start of choral services a bit in January. We need to 
see how schools return to work before we know what is sensible to ask 
of our choristers. I am also thinking of the great body of welcomers, 
stewards, communion assistants, sacristans, cleaners and wardens … 
quite a team that is needed to keep worship running smoothly. So, in 
brief: worship will continue to be led from both Holy Trinity and St 
Mary’s at the usual times; to protect volunteers as much as possible, 
you are asked to continue to worship at home (on Zoom or YouTube); 
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Worship from home on Epiphany 
Sunday 3 January 2021. Sing, pray, 

rejoice!
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the life of the church continues, in your praying, through your care of 
others, in your trusting and being hope-bearers. Please continue to 
read the weekly letter which will give you up to date information.  

Postscript - finding our way this Christmas 

Christmas sees the arrival of the Christ-child. After Christmas, there are 
journeys: the Wise Ones still coming from beyond the eastern 
boundaries of the familiar world.  They had to negotiate their way past 
the snake-like Herod.  And they had to carry on, returning to the 
familiar without endangering the precious life that they had been 
privileged to see.  Soon enough, trouble arrives in Bethlehem. So Mary 
and Joseph, with all they hold dear, have to find new ways of living, 
trusting that, even in a unfamiliar territory, there will be companions 
and good neighbours. As we approach a new calendar year, we are 
finding our way amidst the unusual and unpredictable. We travel on, 
confident that grace 
and kindness will be 
revealed wherever 
we go.  
 
Best wishes,  
Robert 
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