
   

 

 

Kestrel & Crow - photo by Ken Billington  

Friends, 
 
Picture the scene: early morning sunlight makes the autumnal colours even more 
vivid; the sky seems to be a deep blue, contrasting with the yellowing leaves.  A kestrel 
swoops down, hovering within easy sight – its russet, black and grey feathers clearly 
visible.  It hovers, dips a bit closer to the ground, waiting for its prey.  Enter from stage 
left a jet-black crow – a pantomime caricature of darkness, trying to knock the kestrel 
off its hunting.  The crow swoops, distracting, frustrating the kestrel – but never 
coming so close that it may be hurt in return.  With each approach of the crow, the 
kestrel chooses – move a bit, or stay firm.  The whole skirmish last no more than 10 
seconds – but I have been witness to something of immense beauty. 
  
It would be easy to split these into binaries: the good kestrel and the bad crow.  The 
majestic kestrel, as in Hopkins’ poem, an indicator of divine beauty, courage and skill, 
opposed by the marauding thief.  But I ponder – it may be that the crow’s nest is 
nearby.  So what I am witnessing is itself courageous protective behaviour, ready even 
to put itself in harm’s way for the sake of another.  This would make the kestrel the 
thief, the killing raptor. 
  
This is no simple analogy; and I am not making this up.  It happened, in a more exciting 
way than I can describe.  And I wonder…in these odd rapidly changing circumstances, 
it’s not always clear what is demanded and expected of us.  Is courage best shown 
now by standing firm, or by adapting rapidly?  I want to support others and convey 
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hope – by drawing close to them, or by gently keeping my distance.  I want to make 
sure people know that, when we pray for them, we are doing more than uttering 
pious words – there is heart, will, intention and readiness to act, that gives substance 
to our spoken intercessions.  
  
Our actions can be interpreted in many ways.  We show kindness to others partly by 
thinking the best, acknowledging that stress may knock us off our best behaviour – so 
when we err, it may be wrong, but it is not what we fully intended. 
  
So now, at the beginning of September, I had been looking forward to getting back to 
a bit more of normality. Hearing the choir sing again at Sunday worship in Holy Trinity 
was a profound delight.  In the mornings, watching children walk to school again is 
such a sign of hope.  
 
I start to feel some clouds are lifting…and then regulations are changed once again.  I 
will not demonize either the government or Covid itself.  We adapt.  We look for grace 
and beauty, knowing that courage has many faces, and that each day we will be given 
“our daily bread”. 
 
In case you are wondering, we will be adapting to the latest government Covid 
requirements that come into force on Monday (so no change to services this Sunday). 
Stay tuned for full details in next week's newsletter. 
 
- Robert  

 

 

New Evening Prayer service - message from our curate 
   
I know that I'm not alone in missing evensong on Sundays. Listening to our fantastic 
choirs and letting the familiar words from the Prayer Book wash over me really does 
fill my soul with joy. I'm sure I'm also not alone in attending evensong on occasions 
and hardly uttering a word of it from my own lips. Sometimes it's good to let others do 
the speaking and praying as we allow ourselves to be carried in prayer. Of course 
we're still praying and participating fully in the service when we do this, it's just a 
different way of worshiping. 
  
As Robert says, it's such a delight to have choral music on Sunday mornings again, but 
we'll have to wait a little while longer for evensong. However, from this Sunday there 
will be a service of evening prayer at 6pm in Holy Trinity. This will be a quiet, 
reflective, said service including short sermons from different members of the 
congregation and clergy team. All are welcome to join us in church and the service will 
also be available to watch on Zoom (link and order of service below) and will last 
around half an hour. We invite those watching from home to participate rather like we 
do at evensong, stilling our souls and allowing others to do the praying for us.  - Tom 
Pote 

 



 

 

Get your walking boots on! 
  
The Parish Walking group are planning a socially distanced 
walk on Saturday 17th October in the Frensham area. We 
will start at 10am. The walk will be about 6 miles and 
hopefully will include a church if one is open. We will take 
a packed lunch to avoid using a pub. Please register your 
interest with Yvonne Cameron to receive details nearer 
the time. 

 

 

 

The Queen's Six in concert via Zoom  

On Saturday 12th September from 7:30pm, Hennessey 
Brown Music, set up by Jonny Hennessey-Brown and 
Cressida Wislocki, offers a concert with The Queen's Six. 
Recorded in Holy Trinity Church it will be broadcast in a 
private "Zoom Room", featuring a live Q and A with the 
choir who make up half of the lay clerks at St. George's 
Chapel, Windsor. "Journeys to the World" will be a 
personal appearance from Bob Chilcott. Click here for 
more info and tickets. 

 

 

 

Job vacancy  

The Guildford Town Centre Chaplaincy are currently 
seeking a Street Angel Coordinator (24 hours a week). 
Deadline extended to 12 noon, Tuesday 22nd September 
2020. Please visit the GTCC website page for full details. 

 

 

 

Support for anxiety and depression 
 
Peer Support Group for anyone facing depression, anxiety 
restarts in Guildford on Wed 16th September, 7.30 – 9pm, 
at The Spike Community Centre, Warren Road, Guildford, 
GU1 3JH. 
 
No need to book, just turn up. And it’s free.  For more info 
visit our website or call 07719 562 617 or send us an 
email.  

 

 

 

In this week’s blog we hear from Vaughan House and 
the Number Five Hub, both now part of the Riverside 
Group.  
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Worship in the parish this week  
• This Sunday, Robert Cotton is preaching at Holy Trinity and the Bible reading is 

Matthew 18.21-35 – “Listening, and then listening again”. A link to the 
September service sheet can be found below. 

• Hilary Beckingham will be reflecting on theme of forgiveness at St Mary’s 
Church-at-Home service. Bible readings are from Genesis 50: 15-21 and 
Matthew 18: 21-31. 

• Jonathan Hedgecock has recorded a new Walking with God video reflecting on 
TS Eliot and Psalm 139. 

• Morning Prayer continues each weekday at 8:30am.  
• Evening Prayer at Holy Trinity (and by Zoom) starts this Sunday at 6pm.  
• For current listings of What's On in the Parish, visit our website. 

 

 

Links to services, morning prayer and service sheets  
SUBSCRIBE to this newsletter to receive the Zoom Links to services (sent by email only). 

  

 

Sunday 13th Sept 8am Holy Communion 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sunday 13th Sept 10am Eucharist & coffee 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sunday 13th Sept 10:30am Church-at-Home 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sunday 13th Sept 6pm Evening Prayer 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Pause to Pray 

 

 

SERVICES ON VIDEO 

 

  

 

Weekday 8:30am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

WEEKDAY PRAYER  

 

  

 

Download Zoom links and call-in details  

 

 

HTSM NEWSLETTER  

 

 

 

If there is news that we should know please pass it on: 
Rev Robert Cotton: rector@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 575489 

Rev Tom Pote: curate@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 511725 
Parish Office: office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 567716 
Please make sure we have up to date contact details for you. 
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