
  

  

 

Friends, 
  
I have been wondering how to capture the mood of this moment as we enter a new 
year, under increasing constraints, with grey skies. ‘New Year Resolutions’ seem so 
often unrealistic, ephemeral and unachievable. But, following the gift of Christmas and 
the (eventual) arrival of the Magi in Bethlehem, there is something rightly fresh as we 
enter a new season, a different calendar year – and the days are getting longer. So, 
the phrase that has been rumbling around in my mind has been: “turning over a new 
leaf”. 
  
This phrase describes opening up a new page on which nothing yet is written. We are 
not denying the past. Sometimes it is right to look back at the previous chapter of a 
novel, to refresh one’s memory of what happened, or to recognise with the benefit of 
hindsight why characters made the choices they did. And usually, especially in crime 
novels, it is right not to look too far forward. We can spoil the excitement of the 
present – even if it is characterised by uncertainty and anxiety – if we flick to the end 
of a book to see what the final outcome may be. Or to put this in spiritual terms: as 
Christians, we know the power of forgiveness (the past does not determine our 
future); and we know that, although we are destined for heaven, we have a vocation 
to live well in the ‘here and now’. 
  
And so, we turn over a new leaf, entering with faith into a new year, keen to see what 
will be revealed to us of the beauty and majesty of God alive in the world (that we 
may not have seen before), without wasting our emotional energy on merely wishing 
that the future will be better. It can be tough simply living in the present moment. But 
you are not alone. Together we will write a splendid chapter called “2021”. I am 
confident that, when we arrive at Christmas Day later this year, we will have much to 
celebrate together! 
 

https://htsmguildford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11402c0b7af849816d8962ef7&id=953da3c6f6&e=020713ec34


 

 

Christmas "thank you's" 

 
So much to say thanks for at Christmas:  

• The beauty of “live” worship from both churches 
• Those who decorated and cleaned our buildings, preparing us for all 

eventualities 
• Choirs and singers making sure we heard our favourite carols (even if we could 

not sing them ourselves) 
• Those who are keeping us united, through Zoom and this weekly letter 
• And to all of you, for responding without complaint to the necessary message 

that we needed you, if possible, to worship from home. 
Jonathan Hedgecock was interviewed on BBC Radio Surrey at 0715 on 27/12, as a 
“typical clergyman”. To the question “what have you been doing?”, he replied: “The 
high-spot of Christmas for me was 8.00 a.m. on Christmas morning in St Mary’s 
church, Quarry Street: retelling the 2000 year old story of Christmas in a 1000 year old 
church, using the 400 year old words of the Book of Common Prayer, and the whole 
service relayed on the latest 21st century technology using Zoom, the iPad and 4G 
communications.”  What a masterful way to convey that we combine tradition and 
technology – ever present, ever new! 
  

Responding to the new regulations 

 
New regulations have just been published by the government. The Church of England 
usually follows this with further details a few days later. We also need to take into 
account guidance issued by the Methodist Church as we plan worship and activities at 
St Mary’s. So, to allow us to plan carefully and to give everyone a moment of ease, we 
will continue with the pattern of worship that we established over Christmas: at Holy 
Trinity and St Mary’s, worship will involve people and ministers both on Zoom and also 
in our church buildings. You are encouraged to worship from home, unless involved in 
the practical arrangements for worship. Of course, the doors will still be open if 
anyone turns up unexpectedly.  
 
– Robert  
  

 

Communion at home – Tom Pote  
 

One of my treasured memories of the week before 
Christmas was visiting a number of you on your 
doorsteps to give Holy Communion and to say a prayer 
together. Whilst we know and feel ourselves to be 
connected to the parish through our online worship, 
receiving Communion draws us closer into our spiritual 
relationship with one another (despite our current 
physical distance) and with God. Given that we're now 
facing a prolonged period in which we can't all be in 
church, we'll continue to offer this. Please get in touch if 
you'd like to receive Communion at home and one of 
the clergy or pastoral care team will be delighted to 
come to see you on your doorstep. 
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Parish Finance Team news from Venetia Howes 
 
A few weeks before Christmas Robert asked for help with enhancing the parish 
finance team. We’re delighted that two people have offered to help with personnel 
matters and financial housekeeping for the parish – thank you! 
 
We are still looking for someone new to lead the Finance Team. At present the role 
involves: providing strategic input, operational oversight, reporting and managing cash 
flow, liaison with the auditors, and coordinating other volunteers. Whilst the role is 
vital to the Parish, it is not a full time position. The wider team will be on hand to work 
with the appointee to shape the role in accordance with their abilities, time availability 
etc. 
 
This role is really important in supporting the mission and business management of 
the parish, so we have decided to offer some remuneration. This will not be a 
commercial salary, but is intended to recognise the professional capability and 
commitment that the new person brings. If you would like to know more or to express 
interest in the role, please contact Venetia Howes.  

 

Update from Rod Pierce about new trainee ordinand 

 
This parish has once again been invited to host a trainee ordinand in their final year of 
the Local Ministry training programme, on which Brian, Jonathan and Rod studied 
some years ago and Corinne is now in her second year. We are delighted that this year 
Susan Watson will be joining us this coming Sunday and will no doubt want to meet 
and talk to many of you about what makes Holy Trinity and St Mary’s so special and 
welcoming during her three months with us. 
 
The placement won’t be as straightforward as many in past years, due to current 
restrictions, but we do hope you will warmly welcome Susan, who will have 
opportunities to preach as well as be involved in services at both churches during her 
time with us from 10th January to Easter Sunday. 
 
Susan has sent us a ‘potted history’ of her journey towards Ordination this Summer:-  
 

“Hello, my name is Susan Watson (usually Sue or Susie – 
I answer to them all!) and I am very much looking 
forward to spending three months with you on 
placement. I am in my final year of training on the Local 
Ministry Programme, and hope to be ordained as a Self-
Supporting Minister in July. I am based at St Paul’s 
Church in Woking, where I have been working for the 
last 18 months as a Children and Families Minister. Prior 
to that I was at St Paul’s Church in Addlestone and was a 
Family Support Worker in Surrey Children’s Services 
Fostering Team for eight years. 

 
I have three adult children, one of whom is still living with me, and two grand-children 
who live too far away for my liking! Although I grew up in Surrey, I have also lived in 
other areas of the country, and have belonged to a number of different churches. 
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Over the years I have been involved in many areas of church life, but have been most 
regularly involved in music, ranging from choral to a contemporary band. I think the 
thing I miss most in this pandemic, apart from being able to hug my dad, is being able 
to sing in church! I look forward to meeting you all soon.” 
 

  

 

Worship this Sunday 10th January 2021 
Church-at-home  

 

10am Holy Trinity Eucharist (LS) – Brian Roberts preaching 

Readings: Genesis 1.1-5 and Mark 1.4-11 
 

10.30am St Mary’s Annual Covenant Service – Led by Keith Beckingham 
joined by friends from Cranleigh, Merrow and Stoughton Methodist Churches 

Readings: Jeremiah 31.31-34 and Mark 14.22-25 
 

6pm – Holy Trinity Compline – Tom Pote preaching 
Readings: Isaiah 42.1-9 and Ephesians 2.1-10  

 
To receive Zoom links and service sheets by email subscribe to our newsletter  

or contact office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk | 01483 567716 
 

You can also watch our services (LS) Livestream on the HTSM YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/c/HTSMGuildford  

 

 

 
 

 

If there is news that we should know please pass it on: 
Rev Robert Cotton rector@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 575489 

Rev Tom Pote curate@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 511725 
Parish Office office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 567716 
Please make sure we have up to date contact details for you. 
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