Dear Friends,
Once learnt, never forgotten
In the novel One day in the life of Ivan Denisovich, Alexander Solzhenitsyn describes a typical day in the life of
a prisoner in a Soviet gulag, based on his own experience. This is such a grim place: people are incarcerated
without a fair trial, sometimes without even knowing what their crime is. The awfulness is happening to them –
they have no choice. Ivan enters into this bleak world, shattered, cold, lonely, depressed. All of that grimness
absorbs most of his energies, until he can establish some routines. Then, he gradually starts to notice what is
going on around him – he becomes less absorbed in his own troubles, and more attentive to those around him.
He notices that one prisoner, at the start of each meal in the canteen, pauses before he starts to eat – sets
aside a small morsel of bread – closes his eyes – then eats the bread, and takes a sip of water.
Ivan suddenly realises that this man is performing the core actions from a Eucharist: take bread, break it, offer
it to God, then drink – though, of course, the prisoner has to substitute water for wine. In this moment of
realisation, Ivan feels himself drawn back into the spiritual life of being in church – even though he remains,
with his fellow inmates, locked in prison, in the canteen eating thin soup and some stale bread. One person’s
habit creates a context for a fellow prisoner to experience, as closely as he can, a profound act of worship.
Ivan does not know whether the other prisoner is even a priest – but he does know that he has been in the
presence of God, made manifest through the breaking of bread.
Habits matter. We develop habits, and then the habits sustain us. Your habit can be as beneficial to me as it
is to you.
The common saying: once you have learned to ride a bike, the skill never leaves you. Maybe so. But, over the
years, I have sadly seen some people allow habits to rust into disuse: couples who forget to delight in each
other; parents/children who don’t take time to speak, even when there is nothing really to say. When times are
hard and the clouds are grey, it is understandable for us to become self-absorbed; and then….. A faithful
response can include saying each morning ‘I am glad to be alive today. What can I be grateful for? How can I
be kind? Where will new wisdom be shown to me? To whom should I be attentive?’ And there are moments
when we need to develop new ways of practicing old familiar habits. I have seen courageous creative people
who, finding that they are now house-bound through age or illness, nevertheless remain the outgoing kindly
people that they always were – but in fresh ways.
As autumn deepens, it’s good to remember that your habits can influence and encourage others. There may
be good reasons for you not coming to church, on site, at the moment –
if so, please don’t worry; but do
consider how you can remain connected – through YouTube on Sunday (or, indeed, watch the Sunday
worship later in the week), or by phoning, or by reading a short passage from the Bible. If you are part of the
Planned Giving scheme, that regular generosity keeps our parish community afloat. At the end of each service
on YouTube, there is a reminder of the red Donate button – this is a symbol, not merely asking for money, but
posing the question ‘how can your spiritual energy reach others?’ (which is worth asking everyone, even if you
are feeling low). You enable others to provide what is needed to keep the beacon of hope alight. Certainly,
reciting the Lord’s Prayers connects you to others, now and across the centuries. It may be that attending
worship each Sunday is not appropriate for you – please look out for the full range of worship for Advent,
Christmas and Epiphany, so that in some ways, on some days, you can remain part of this habit of faith.
– Robert

Rector's footnotes
Meet up in Advent
Advance notice – at 11am on Advent Sunday, November 28th, we will be hosting a zoom
conversation so that those who are worshipping at home can see each other’s faces, and
catch up on news. We can’t do this on youtube; so as a seasonal treat, we will host this –
open to all, join in from wherever you are. Contact details in next week’s letter.
Whoops!
Not everything, however, goes to plan all the time, especially when it comes to technology! We are aware that
there were technical issues which interrupted our broadcast of the Remembrance Service and evening
Eucharist last Sunday. We’ve looked into this and we hope things will be back to normal this week. Both
services are on our YouTube channel if you’d like to watch them.

Nominate Kwasa College to receive £1000 !!
Ecclesiastical are donating thousands of pounds to nominated charities. By going to the
link 12 Days - Movement for good you can nominate a charity to receive £1000. Use the
charity number – 1147910 (West Green Charity) and Kwasa College may be one of the
lucky recipients of £1000! You will need to enter your name and email address in the
online form. Thank you! – Jan Hancock

What's On at Holy Trinity & St Mary's
We delight in the wide variety of services, activities and events that take place
in Holy Trinity, St Mary's and the Trinity Centre. No need to strain your eyes, you can click
on the 'What's On' image below left to see a full size version each month.
email office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk for more information.

Hear Here hearing aid clinic is back!
Hear Here clinics restart in Holy Trinity this Saturday November 20th during Saturday
coffee, 10am - 12 noon.
We are planning to run every fortnight on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month.
Future dates: December 4th & 18th - Christmas/New Year break - January 8th & 22nd,
February 5th & 19th.
Please come and see us for new batteries and for troubleshooting hearing aid problems. Remember to bring
your NHS brown book with you. We look forward to seeing you again. – The Hear Here team
Zero Carbon Guildford grand opening! Saturday, 20 November at 12 noon
ZERO, Friary St, GU1 4EH
Join in a day of celebration of ZERO, a brand new community hub for Guildford.
The afternoon will be jam packed with exciting events, talks and workshops and
displays from local groups. Do visit Zero Carbon Guildford to show your support.
To learn more, visit our website.
Celebrating 140 years in Guildford!Saturday & Sunday 20-21 November
The Salvation Army in Guildford is celebrating 140 years in Guildford this weekend. As
part of its celebrations they are hosting two free concerts on Saturday evening at 6pm
and Sunday evening at 4pm. You are invited to attend and join in the celebration at
The Salvation Army, Woodbridge Road, Guildford.

Trinity Club • Tuesday 30 November
10.30am - 12 noon • St Mary’s Church
Hugh Marriage: How crime prevention is impossible, but crime reduction is easy
The next meeting of the Trinity Club will be on Tuesday 30th November when we
welcome Hugh Marriage to our second meeting of the year in St Mary’s Church.
As Hugh writes,
“Most people have concerns about crime and that it just seems to get worse. But Hugh aims to show us that,
even if crime can't be reduced to zero, there is lots which can and should be done to reduce it - as happened
when he was the South East's Home Office Regional Director. Part of the problem is that every new initiative
or invention creates a new crime, and always has done.”
The meeting will begin at 10.30am to give people time to arrive, collect a cup of coffee, before Hugh begins
his talk at 10.45. This will be followed by a lively discussion and will finish at 12 noon. It would be good to see
members of the St Mary’s congregation as well. It is a whole Parish event. – David Uzzell

Ask Me About Domestic Abuse • Zoom Webinars 1pm and 7pm,
Tuesday, 30 November 2021
These online webinars are open to any member of the public, business owners and
community leaders. The event is brought to you by Guildford and Waverley Community
Safety Partnerships and the South West Surrey Domestic Abuse Service.
Each webinar will last approximately one hour. Click here to book a place.
Songs of Celebration Concert by Corra Sound
St Mary's Church, 27 November, 7.30pm - 9pm
Surrey's finest professional female ensemble and international virtuoso clarinetist,
Emma Johnson, join forces for a fabulous, festive concert celebrating female
composers. Details and booking at Corra Sound.

Advent Reflections • St Mary’s Church • Saturday 4 December • 4pm
Join Coro42 for 30 minutes of beautiful music and poetry reflecting on the hopeful
anticipation of Advent.
Featuring music by James MacMillan, Sarah Quartel, Imogen Holst and more.
Directed by Nick Graham.

100 Years of Remembrance 1921-2021 Exhibition Guildford House Gallery,
155 High Street • Monday to Saturday 10.30am - 3.30pm until 4 December
A hundred years after the red poppy was first adopted as a symbol of Remembrance,
this intimate exhibition explores what Remembrance means to the Surrey Infantry
Collection and its regimental family. Visitors are invited to contribute their own stories
to a Remembrance wreath – to create a lastingreminder of the people Guildford is
remembering this November.
Please note that access to the exhibition is via stairs.

Sunday Worship • 21 November 2021 • Christ the King
8am St Mary's BCP Holy Communion • Led by Jonathan Hedgecock
At St Mary's & on Zoom
10am Sung Eucharist • Sermon by Tom Pote
At Holy Trinity & on YouTube
Readings: Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14, Revelation 1.4-8, John 18.33-37

10:30am Morning Worship • Sermon by Andy Wheeler
At St Mary's
Readings: Isaiah 53.1-3, Revelation 1.9-18, John 18.33-37

6pm Choral Evensong • Sermon by Ben Cahill-Nicholls
At Holy Trinity & on YouTube
Readings: Daniel 5, John 6.1-15
***

Midweek Holy Communion • Wednesdays • 12 noon • St Mary’s
except for the 2nd Wednesday of the month
Robert Cotton is preaching at Wyke on the day that they celebrate their 175th anniversary.
Jonathan Hedgecock is leading worship at St Nicolas, as their Rector is ill.
Links to services by Zoom & YouTube and service sheets can be found below.

Please make sure we have your current contact details.
Contact us by email or phone:
Rev Robert Cotton 01483 575489
Rev Tom Pote 01483 511725
Parish Office 01483 567716

