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Welcome and introduction

Hymn

God is here! As we his people
meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.
here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit
into open minds and hearts.

Here are symbols to remind us
of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font and pulpit;
here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,
here, in newness and renewal,
God the Spirit comes to each.

Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom,
in an age of change and doubt,
keep us faithful to the gospel,

help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day’s dedication,

all we have to give, receive:

we, who cannot live without you,
we adore you! We believe!

Opening Praise

All

Glory to the Father, the God of love,

who created us;

who continually preserves and sustains us;
who has loved us with an everlasting love,

F Pratt Green (1903-2000)

and given us the light of the knowledge of his glory

in the face of Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God for ever.



All

All

All

Collect

Glory to Jesus Christ our Saviour,

who, though he was rich,

yet for our sake became poor,

and was tested in every way as we are,

yet without sin;

who proclaimed the good news of the kingdom,
and was obedient to the point of death,

even death on a cross;

who was raised from the dead and is alive for ever,
and has opened the kingdom of heaven

to all who trust in him;

who is seated at God’s right hand in glory,

and will come to be our judge.

Blessed be God for ever.

Glory to the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

by whom we are born into the family of God,

and made members of the body of Christ;

whose witness confirms us;

whose wisdom teaches us;

whose power enables us;

who will do for us more than we can ask or think.
Blesséd be God for ever.

To the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be praise and glory for ever. Amen.

God of grace,

through the mediation of your Son,

you call us into a new covenant.

Help us therefore to draw near with faith

and join ourselves in a perpetual covenant with you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Ministry of the Word

All

A reading from the Prophets.
Jeremiah 31.31-34

For the word that inspires us
we praise you, O God.



A reading from the Gospels
Mark 14.22-25

This is the Gospel of Christ
All Praise to Christ our Lord.

Hymn
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness:

high on his heart he will bear it for thee,

comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness

of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine:
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,

trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,

kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.
J. S. B. Monsell (1811-1875)

Sermon

Hymn Come, let us use the grace divine,
and all with one accord,
in a perpetual covenant join
ourselves to Christ the Lord.



Give up ourselves, through Jesu's power,
his name to glorify;

and promise, in this sacred hour,

for God to live and die.

The covenant we this moment make
be ever kept in mind:
we will no more our God forsake,

or cast these words behind.
Charles Wesley (1707-88)

The Covenant Prayer

Beloved in Christ,

let us again claim for ourselves

this covenant which God has made with his people,
and take upon us the yoke of Christ.

This means that we are content

that he appoint us our place and work,

and that he himself be our reward.

Christ has many services to be done:

some are easy, others are difficult;

some bring honour, others bring reproach;

some are suitable to our natural inclinations

and material interests,

others are contrary to both;

in some we may please Christ and please ourselves;
in others we cannot please Christ

except by denying ourselves.

Yet the power to do all these things is given to us in Christ,
who strengthens us.

Therefore let us make this covenant of God our own.
Let us give ourselves to him,

trusting in his promises and relying on his grace.

Lord God, holy Father,

since you have called us through Christ

to share in this gracious covenant,

we take upon ourselves with joy the yoke of obedience
and, for love of you,

engage ourselves to seek and do your perfect will.
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All

We are no longer our own but yours.

I am no longer my own but yours.

Put me to what you will,

rank me with whom you will;

put me to doing, put me to suffering;

let me be employed for you or laid aside for you,
exalted for you or brought low for you;

let me be full, let me be empty,

let me have all things, let me have nothing;

| freely and wholeheartedly yield all things

to your pleasure and disposal.

And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

you are mine and | am yours.

So be it.

And the covenant now made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

As we have entered this covenant not for ourselves alone, but as
God’s servants and witnesses, let us pray for the Church and for the
world.

Loving God, hear us as we pray for your holy Catholic Church:
make us all one, that the world may believe.

Inspire and lead all who govern and hold authority in the nations of
the world:

establish justice and peace among all people.

Have compassion on all who suffer from any sickness, grief or trouble:
deliver them from their distress.

We praise you for all your saints who have entered your eternal glory:
bring us all to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray in silence for our own needs and for those of others ....

Lord our God,



you have helped us by your grace

to make these prayers,

and you have promised through Christ our Lord
that when two or three agree in his name

you will grant what they ask.

Answer now your servants’ prayers

according to their needs;

in this world grant that we may truly know you,
and in the world to come

graciously give us eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn

We say together the prayer that Jesus gave us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

O Jesus, | have promised

to serve thee to the end;

be thou for ever near me,

my Master and my Friend;

| shall not fear the battle

if thou art by my side,

nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.

O let me feel thee near me;
the world is ever near;
| see the sights that dazzle,



the tempting sounds | hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me, and within;

but, Jesus, draw thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.

O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;

O speak to reassure me,

to hasten or control;

O speak and make me listen,
thou Guardian of my soul.

O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,

that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
and, Jesus, | have promised
to serve thee to the end;

O give me grace to follow

my Master and my Friend.
John Ernest Bode (1816-1874)

The Dismissal

The blessing of God,
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
Be upon us and remain with us for ever. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
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