
  

NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT 

November 2019 

in partnership with 
Guildford Methodist Church 

a member of the cluster group with 
St Nicolas’ and St Saviour’s, Guildford 

Please submit items for the December supplement by Wednesday 4 December 

Parish Office opening hours (term-time): Monday-Friday 9.30am—1.00pm 
office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk | 01483 567716 

For newsletters, events and more visit www.holytrinityguildford.org.uk 

What did the 
Queen of Sheba  

get up to? 

The church 
in Ethiopia:  

famine, poverty  
& blessing 

Listen to the stories  and 
see the pictures from  

Robert’s recent pilgrimage 
to Ethiopia  

on the parish website. 

Celebrating & blessing  
St Mary’s 
12 November, 8pm-9pm 

I have fielded for a number of years questions along the 
lines of: “I am pleased to hear about what is happening at 
St Mary’s; but how does it all fit together?” or “Who is  
doing what at SM?” There is a widespread appreciation of 
the newfound energy and activities based at SM  – but 
alongside that, there is a desire to understand more, and 
thereby be able to endorse and support the people and 
activities. 

So, on Tuesday 12 November you are invited to an open 
meeting at St Mary’s to hear what is happening. This  
will be from 8pm to 9pm. We will finish by praying for  
St Mary’s and all those involved. 

We will have a number of tables dotted around St Mary’s, 
with one or two people who are actively involved in one 
activity, each being ready to engage/describe/explain what 
is happening and why. The tables may include: 

 Chit Chat  
 Fellowship events (Tuesday Mix etc) 
 Night Vision  
 Still Mondays (Silent Prayer etc) 
 Worship and St Mary’s Choir 
 Practical aspects of spirituality  
 Orthodox Worship  

Robert 

http://www.holytrinityguildford.org.uk
http://www.st-saviours.org.uk
mailto:office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk
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Autumn Clean of Holy Trinity Church Saturday 9th November 10.00-12.00. Volunteers 
needed to: polish brass, clean glass doors and dust high places. Please bring your own 
Marigolds but all other materials will be supplied, including tea, coffee and cake! Please 
sign up on the list at the back of the church. Any time given is much appreciated. Many 
thanks. 'Tricia 

Another full peal of bells! On Saturday 16 November a band of ringers from Winchester 
and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild will attempt a full peal on Holy Trinity Church bells raising  
money for the bell restoration fund. Starting at 9.30am the peal will last approximately 3 
hours and 20 minutes and is expected to comprise 5,040 changes of Bristol Surprise Major. 

Parish Walk. The next Parish walk will be in the Sheepleas / East Horsley area on Saturday 
16 November. It will be about 6 miles and will hopefully include a pub and of course more  
importantly, a church! Please register your interest with Yvonne Cameron  
cameronjam@aol.com. 

Guildford Chamber Choir launches its 40th Anniversary Season at Holy Trinity church on  
Saturday 16 November, 7.30pm, with the ethereal Duruflé Requiem. The programme also  
includes Duruflé’s Four Motets and Fauré’s Cantique de Jean Racine. Max Barley conducts 
and the organist is Peter Wright, first Principal Conductor of GCC and former Sub-Organist 
of Guildford Cathedral. Tickets £13 (£16 at the door, under 25s free) from Guildford TIC or 
choir members. 

Silent Prayer will take place at Holy Trinity on Monday 18 November at 12.30pm in the 
Queen’s Chapel. Still Mondays in St Mary’s have been suspended for the time being due to 
the building works. 

Should the Church be counter-cultural or is that counter-productive? Come to The Upper 
Room at The Keep, Castle Street, from 8pm on Tuesday 19th November, for a glass of 
something, a chat and open-minded, informal topical discussion. For more information 
contact Corinne in Jonathan’s absence office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk or 01483 
567716.   

Trinity Club will take place on Tuesday 26 November 10.30am in the lower hall of the  
Trinity Centre. For more information please speak to Brian Roberts. 

Advent Trip to London. On Saturday 30 November Tom and I will be taking Café Club up to  
London for the day. They are warmly welcome to bring a friend along. We will visit the  
National Gallery and look at some of the amazing Nativity art. We will have lunch at Pizza 
Express in Charing Cross then attend Evensong at Westminster Abbey at 3pm. Last time we 
booked seats sitting directly behind the choristers in the stalls, which was spectacular!  
Pippa 

Concert by Blackheath & Bramley Choral Society at Holy Trinity, Saturday 30 November 
at 7.30pm. Petite Messe Solonnelle Rossini. Tickets £15 from Guildford Tourist  
Information Centre visitguildford.com or 01483 444344. 

The next meeting of the Pastoral Care Group will take place on 2nd December. 

The annual Christian Aid Town Centre Collection organised by St Nicolas will take place on 
Friday 6 December between 10am and 4pm. If you are willing and able to devote an hour 
of your time near Christmas to help please email david.greenwood19@btopenworld.com. 

mailto:cameronjam@aol.com
mailto:david.greenwood19@btopenworld.com
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Amazing Alexandra! 
Alexandra Stevenson has been the  
Director of Girl Choristers for 6 years.  

Alexandra has developed the girls in  
remarkable ways, through her brilliant  
musicianship, her personal and  
parental care, and her enthusiasm. 
The Girl Choristers make an enormous 
contribution to parish life and worship 
(alongside the boys and adults). But 
now is the time to move on. Alexandra 
will be leaving Guildford in early  
summer 2020 as she, Tim and Henry 
move to Cranleigh (where Tim will be 
curate). Alexandra’s last service will 
be on Sunday 5th January – a time to  
express fully our appreciation and 
gratitude. 

Catherine Antcliff who has assisted  
Alexandra in so many ways, will also 
be leaving her role in January.  
Catherine’s quiet and supportive  
presence has meant a great deal to all 
those associated with the Girl  
Choristers. 

Finding a new  
Director of Girl Choristers 
If you are interested in this role  
or know someone who may be  
interested, please be in touch with 
Martin: mholford1966@gmail.com or  
rector@holytrinityguildford.org.uk  
by Monday 4th November. 

A wonderful opportunity to make a 
significant contribution to the life and 
worship of this parish. 

Robert 

Thank you, Ken! 
Ken Fuller is retiring from his work in the 
parish around Christmas. Ken has 
worked here faithfully for 11 years. He 
has been a superb ambassador, building 
excellent relations with a wide variety of 
groups as well as making strong  
connections with contractors. His sense 
of humour, enthusiasm and kindness has 
been so much appreciated. We will miss 
Ken enormously and are very grateful for 
all he has done. 

Help needed:  we need your help with 
finding a suitable successor. Do you 
know someone who could be interested? 
Are there people you could ask? Please 
direct any people who may be interested 
to contact the Parish Office. 

This is the advert that has been prepared 
– the office has copies on a postcard. 
Can you place one in your local  
newsagent? If so, please be in touch with 
the office. 

Robert 

Caretaker 

Holy Trinity Church Guildford 

Looking after this important  
civic building 

Small maintenance tasks and cleaning 

Building friendly relations with visitors 
and contractors 

Around 25 hours per week. 
About £12 per hour. Interested? 

Call: 01483 567716 or email: 
office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 

mailto:mholford1966@gmail.com
mailto:rector@holytrinityguildford.org.uk
mailto:office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk
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Lunchtime Communion 
at Holy Trinity 
Wednesday 27th November @12 noon 
We have had two services of lunchtime communion 
since the summer and we are very much looking 

forward to our next service on Wednesday 27th November at 12 noon. 

One of the many lovely things about this service is the chance to have refreshments 
and a chat afterwards. This relies on us finding volunteers to prepare the tea and 
coffee and bake cakes, biscuits or savouries. If you are willing to help us in any of 
this, please have a word with Tom or Brian. 

Several people have told us how much they value the opportunity to come to this 
service because they find it difficult to get to church on a Sunday so please spread 
the word to your friends and neighbours. Finally, if you know of anyone who is  
unable to get to church, but would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please 
speak to one of the clergy. 

Tom 

SPONSORS FOR  
FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES 

On Sunday 24 November we will be admitting some of our 
children to their First Communion. This is such a special 

time for them, their families and the rest of the parish. 

We would love as usual for these children to have ‘sponsors’ from the congregation 
– a supporter, a friendly face, a person they have got to know a little, to chat with 
on a Sunday morning, someone who will pray for them in particular. 

It means a great deal to the children and their families to have these sponsors, and 
the sponsors we have had in the past have greatly enjoyed their involvement. 

If you think you might like to be a sponsor please contact Pippa 
(youth@holytrinityguildford.org.uk) or Tom (curate@holytrinityguildford.org.uk)  
or catch one of us in church.  Thank you! 

Pippa 
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Interview with Ian Henderson 
“It’s a joy to live here! ” says Ian who lives in the Hospital of the 
Blessed Trinity or as most people in Guildford call it, Abbot’s  
Hospital, built in 1619 for “12 poor men and 8 poor women” by the generosity of Archbishop of 
Canterbury George Abbot, opposite Holy Trinity Church in the High Street.  

Ian sits in a neat, smoothly working, red leather recliner bought for his wife, June in her final 
years as he tells me about himself, proudly telling the story of the time June averted a huge  
disaster in Guildford. 

“June worked at the Job Centre, in the Fraud department. One day, she was at a till when a man 
came in with a sawn-off shot-gun. He asked for money as he needed some for his donkey.  She 
looked through the window and saw that there was a donkey and cart tethered outside!” 

Calmly, June discussed the needs of a donkey: shoes, hay etc. with the man, he put his gun on 
the counter and considered all that was needed. She explained that she couldn’t give him  
money but could give him a special card with special stamps. She found a card and stamped it 
numerous times. Meanwhile, the other counter attendants were cowering behind their desks. 
After half an hour, the police in riot gear came in and took the man away. June said she thought 
everyone needed a cup of tea. And at the end of the day she went home on the bus. Later, June 
found that offices had been evacuated and the whole bottom of the town had been cordoned 
off in dealing with the incident.  June was given a bonus for her bravery and through that is still 
looking after Ian as that pays for the little holidays he takes. 

Ian was born in 1945 in West Hartlepool, an industrial area where the sounds and reverbera-
tions of steel working and smells of chemicals pervaded. He and all his brothers left the North 
East to find jobs and Ian has had multi-various jobs over the years: Army, Crash Fireman at an 
airport where he lived alongside a Romany community,  a qualified plumbing and heating  
engineer, worked in carparks and became Verger at St. Saviour’s in Guildford for 16 years. 

Ian says that he always wanted to be a private detective but failed the medical tests as he was 
diagnosed as epileptic. However, through getting to know the “underbelly of Guildford” he was 
able to help out with cases clandestinely. 

His surname, Henderson, as his mother explained to him many a time, is French, the motto be-
low the coat of arms proclaims: “For others, not for self” and Ian has tried to live by the motto. 

In his spare time he has helped others: creating Adventure Playgrounds in Hertfordshire,  
working with Women’s Aid and with Drug Addicts as well as working with Sunday Schools and 
children’s groups. 

Ian has two hobbies: collecting ship paintings and fiction writing: “I produced my first play when 
I was 12” he says and has continued to write throughout his life. His plays are always signed 
Anon. so that no-one has to pay royalties. He says he never wanted to make money, he gets 
pleasure from them being performed. He also writes short stories and currently is writing one 
about a vicar in Guildford. If you are interested in reading his stories he will lend them to you. 

‘Tricia McIntosh, July 2019 

Reading a Blog about Spitalfields, “the gentle author, Spitalfields life”, got me thinking about 
how we in Holy Trinity & St Mary’s parish could become even more connected by knowing a 
little more about each other.  I went on the Gentle Author’s blog course and have begun  
interviewing people in the parish so their stories could be heard. I was thinking of doing one 
interview a month. Of course I can’t interview everyone, but this is a start. ‘Tricia McIntosh 
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Please Pray! 
For over 20 years, this parish has benefitted from the presence of Ordained Local Ministers: 
Joy Todd, Brian Roberts, Rod Pierce and Jonathan Hedgecock. Each came from the congrega-
tion, received 3 years training from the Diocese and continued in the parish to help us all lead 
faithful and compassionate lives of service and grace. Ordained Local Ministers are deeply and 
closely committed with the ongoing life of their parish. They are an expression or an embodi-
ment of what the parish does, believes and hopes for. 

On November 25, Corinne Jones will be attending a three-day Bishop’s Advisory Panel (also 
known as a Selection Conference) to see if the church will accept her for training towards  
being an OLM. Please pray for her at this testing time – and for her family. 

The Bishop’s decision should be made by December 5th. Any expression of support during 
these days will be very welcome. 

Robert 

400 YEARS OF ABBOT’S HOSPITAL 

Festival Evensong at Holy Trinity 

Sunday 17th November, 6.00pm 

The 400th anniversary celebrations of this Guildford landmark are drawing to a 
close with a Festival Evensong on Sunday 17th November at 6pm in Holy Trinity. 

As this parish has close connections with Abbot’s Hospital, you are particularly  
invited to this service. There will be a small string orchestra accompanying the 
special music for this Choral Evensong. Other guests from around Guildford, as 
well as residents, staff and governors of the Hospital, will be present.  
Refreshments will be served afterwards! All welcome. 

Robert 

In 1619, Abbot’s Hospital was founded as a place of security and rest for some elderly folk of 
Guildford by George Abbot, the Archbishop of Canterbury. He came from Guildford and always 
kept an interest in the town. The Hospital, or almshouse, was for people who had made a  
contribution to the town as employers, but had fallen on hard times. There was already an 
almshouse for the really poor.  

It was for 12 single men and 8 women. In practice, this meant widows and widowers. They 
were given woollen gowns and a weekly allowance. Some of the women were appointed  
nurses to look after the sick. It became an important part of social provision in Guildford,  
as it is today. 

Mary Alexander 
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Remembering the Ancestors 
Every now and again the parish office gets an enquiry from someone whose ancestor was baptised, 

married or buried at Holy Trinity or St. Mary’s.  These are passed on to me, because I enjoy  

answering them.  A recent enquiry was from California about the Ford family of  Guildford in the 

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  One of  them migrated to America and the Ford name  

continues.  The research was a bit complicated as the boys were all called Richard, Edward, John or 

Thomas, and the girls were Mary, Elizabeth and Ruth.  The enquirer is called Thomas Ford, and 

the earliest member of  the family I have found was Thomas Ford, who died in 1546.  His grandson 

was in the wool trade, but became a brewer, using an old dye-house in Friary Street.  The brewery  

continued for several generations until it was sold in 1769, but brewing elsewhere by different own-

ers continued into the 20th century.  The family followed a familiar path from straightforward 

tradesmen, who flourished and bought property, to gentlemen who lived off  their rents and other 

investments. 

A similar pattern is shown in the Abbot family.  This year I have had two enquiries from descend-

ants of  John Abbot’s two daughters, Sarah and Damaris.  John was George Abbot’s youngest 

brother, born in 1567.  He too was in the woollen trade, like his father, but when he died at an ad-

vanced age in 1654, he described himself  in his will as a ‘gentleman’.  His only son John married, 

but had no children.  His uncle George found him a position at the Archbishop’s Court, dealing 

with wills. He died four years before his father, making him executor of  his will, so John senior 

must still have been active even at 83.  The two daughters both married clergymen, and George 

found them livings, mainly in Kent.  

One of  the things that interests me in this research is the web of  connections that builds up. In the 

1750s John and Ralph Ford were friends of  the Surrey historian William Bray, then in his twenties, 

drinking in Guildford, playing bowls in the castle grounds and going for walks.  William married a  

relation of  the Fords.  Two generations of  John Fords were churchwardens at Holy Trinity, before 

and after the collapse of  the old church. 

Mary Alexander 

Surrey mobile Hearing & Sight 
support bus is coming soon… 
If you are hard of hearing and/or suffering from vision loss, the 
Surrey Hearing & Sight support bus is well worth a visit. It is 
wheelchair accessible, and hosts a specialised array of gadgets 
designed to make life easier and safer, such as talking clocks, 
flashing doorbells, adapted phones, under-pillow smoke alarms, 
and much more.  

The driver, Tony, is all set to advise on what is available, and will also service hearing aids! The 
next time the bus is in Guildford will be at Burpham Church, New Inn Lane on 28th November 
from 10-12am. Just drop in.  

Please see the back of HT and SM for Hearing & Sight bus timetables.  

Mari Gardner 
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Securing Parish Income 
During 2020 we will be running a campaign to review our parish income. 

The most important part of this is to increase the Planned Giving for  

supporters and members of all our congregations. Everyone can  

participate in Planned Giving whether it’s weekly, monthly or annually; 

for a smaller or greater amount.  

At heart, Planned Giving is an expression of commitment to keeping this 

parish alive and well, as a place of welcome and worship, compassion, 

service and kindness. 

To ensure that the books balance (financially), we are also running a 

careful budget process for 2020 (and beyond), and seeking to enhance 

the income achieved from community use of our buildings. 

One aspect of parish expenditure that is very important is our  

investment in work with children, young people and teenagers —

whether through the Children’s Corner, Junior Church, Trinity Breakfast 

Club, Café Club, Youth Club, Choir, Brownies, Guides or activity mornings 

and services for local schools. Being a Christian community that stimu-

lates and challenges young people is vital. 

So please be ready to support—more news in 2020 

Comments on our priorities and plans to any PCC member. 

Offers of help to Venetia Howes or Robert Cotton. 

Robert 
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Advent Opening 

at Holy Trinity 
 

One of the glories of the Church of England is that the churches are there for 
everyone, and that most people feel they can walk in and look around. It’s 
been noticed many times at Holy Trinity and St Mary’s that if the door is 
open, people will come in. 

At Holy Trinity we started a new initiative for Lent, challenging our congrega-
tion to keep the church open more often. Church members can sign up for an 
occasional slot rather than a regular one and this has been a great success. 

The church is open much more often now, and even if people don’t come in, 
having the doors open sends out a positive signal. They do come in though, 
and for many more reasons than you might imagine. These include:  

• waiting while a pet dog was operated on; 

• a young Chinese university student asking about English Bible  
translations;  

• finding quiet on a regular shopping trip; 

• waiting while a son had an interview at GSA. 

We can’t assume that people are ‘just tourists’ or want a place to pray. Many 
do sit quietly – are they even Christians? It doesn’t matter. What matters is 
having the church open for them. 

Please sign up for our Advent challenge to open the church even more in  
the weeks before Christmas. The usual sign-up sheets can be found on the  
noticeboard at the back of Holy Trinity. Thank you! 

Mary Alexander, Ian Hay-Campbell, Mary Perrins, Corinne Jones 


