
   

 

 

St Mary's welcoming new entrance - open for worship this Sunday!  

Friends, 
 
Worship starts from St Mary’s once again this week. As at Holy Trinity, we will be 
running “blended church”, combining the best of Zoom with the vibrancy of 
worshippers being together in the same space. We delight in this sacred space that 
shows us the presence of God, and from which we are sent out to serve. 
 
From their earliest days, the Jewish people have been nomads. The human history of 
Genesis begins with Abraham responding to God’s call to leave his homeland so that 
he can find a new identity as “the one who walks with God”. Later, Moses leads the 
people of Israel across the Red Sea and into their formative experience of being 
desert-wanderers. God’s favourite, King David, is forbidden to build a temple as that 
clashes with God’s own identity as “the one who cannot be captured in a single place”. 

https://htsmguildford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11402c0b7af849816d8962ef7&id=8a69a55d7c&e=020713ec34
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Much of the rest of the Old Testament centres on the joys and challenges of their 
relationship with God who is both always faithful and also ever on the move.  
  
I feel both joy and challenge as we mark the re-opening of St Mary’s. This has been a 
place where the people of Guildford have found sanctuary and rest for over a 
thousand years. Go into St Mary’s and you can feel God urging you to slow down, be 
still and know true peace. Yet, there is a danger: we can delight in the history rather 
than the God of history. 
 
On the day that the people of Guildford Methodist Church formally left their church 
building in Woodbridge Road to begin to share St Mary’s with the congregation there, 
we undertook a short pilgrimage: walking from one site to the other. We each carried 
a symbol of travel, bringing a stone from our garden, or from holiday, or from 
somewhere that was special to us.  We placed them in St Mary’s as a sign of arrival 
and departure. St Mary’s as a Shared Church was a new beginning, and equally it was 
to be a place of sending, reaching out to others.  An evocative image from the 18th 
century is John Wesley on his horse, travelling to preach to those needing to hear the 
Word afresh, on the move.  Wesley was a faithful member of the Church of England, 
and knew its limitations as well. 
 
St Mary’s is a refuge, a way-station, an oasis and a departure lounge. God is faithful 
and ever-dynamic. May all that emanates from St Mary’s likewise be stable, obedient 
and enlivened by God’s Spirit. 
 
-Robert  

 

 

 

The Mayor of Guildford, Councillor Richard Billington dropped in to see the refurbishment of 
St Mary’s on Tuesday. He underlined the importance of this ancient building to generations 
of Guildfordians, saying how much he felt at home here. Pictured (L to R): Nigel Campion-

Smith, Jenny Nockolds, Richard Billington, Robert Cotton, Andrea Campion-Smith, Rosemary 
Lee, Keith Beckingham and Mike Bishop.  

Practical arrangements for worship at St Mary's 
 

https://htsmguildford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11402c0b7af849816d8962ef7&id=697a48c62c&e=020713ec34


 

Worship will now be led from St Mary’s at 10:30am each Sunday. This week, Keith 
Beckingham and Robert Cotton are both contributing half a sermon!  The Order of 
Service is available by the 'Service Sheet' link below. 
 
Those welcoming you will be wearing a mask and hand sanitiser will be available at the 
door. If you are able to wear a face covering, please bring one to wear. There will be a 
paper copy of the words of the service on each seat which will be spaced for safe 
social distancing. 
 
It will take us a little while to get on top of all the IT requirements of running “blended 
church”. We rely on your patience as we master this, and the physical needs of 
holding worship safely here.  

 

 

 

Young Holy Trinity 
  
Our young families are settling back into new routines 
as the school year gets underway, with different ways 
of being with their teachers and classes. Café Club, 
our group for young teens aged 12-15, will meet up 
on Thursday in person for the first time since March 
(having been rained off last month!) with a 
celebration picnic after school. And it will be thrilling 
to hear the girl choristers sing live in Holy Trinity 
Church at Harvest Festival.  -Pippa  

 

 

 

What's been happening with the choir?  
  
Holy Trinity choir is alive and well! We were, of 
course, heartbroken to suspend our work in March 
but this did not prevent choir life from going on as 
normal as far as we could, including some virtual 
performances that even reached Channel 4 news on 
Easter Day.  

 

Many of you also sung with us in the virtual hymns. Easter day and the summer term is 
always a busy one for the choir and we were sorry to miss annual events such as 
Evensong with the Cathedral Choir. The girls and adults were due to sing in Chichester 
Cathedral on the last Sunday in August. But this did not dampen the choir's spirits; we 
were all able to meet in church to mark the end of term in July. Thursday rehearsals 
continued remotely during lockdown with most of the boys, girls and adults attending 
faithfully each week. 
  
However, a moving event occurred last week: the choristers started singing again as 
schools opened. Martin rehearsed the boys in church (in the nave with chairs suitably 
distanced) and Nick moved upstairs in the Trinity Centre where there was more space 
to separate the girls. We both found their singing to be as fresh and inspiring as ever, 
unaffected by six months of silence.  
  
Our chief challenge is to reintroduce the full choir due to its sheer size, while safely 
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distancing ourselves. This term, we hope that sections of the choir will start to appear 
in services once again. Thank you for the kind comments about the choir and we hope 
that all our efforts to hear singing in church will blossom this term and we will be back 
to strength soon.  -Martin  

 

 

 

Evening Prayer 
  
In eager anticipation of a return to having choral 
evensong, last Sunday we had a short service of 
evening prayer in Holy Trinity. Gathering in prayer at 
the end of the day to reflect on God's word to us is 
very special and so, this week, Pete Brayne will offer 
us a reflection on two passages from Isaiah and 
Matthew in anticipation of St. Matthew's Day next 
Monday. The service will be available to participate in 
via Zoom (link below).  

 

 

Anglican seating 
  
The long-standing Anglican tradition is to sit as near to the back of church as possible! 
To maintain a safe distance between the chairs in Holy Trinity, we've had to spread 
them out considerably across the whole church and to create more space.  This week 
there will be an extra row of chairs towards the front of the church. If you arrive early, 
and are able to, please consider EITHER SITTING IN THE VERY FRONT ROW OR going 
upstairs into the gallery. This will leave space downstairs for those arriving slightly 
closer to 10am or who find the stairs tricky. Please note that currently there is no 
hearing loop facility in the gallery, although you'll get a great view of the church and 
the choir sounds even better from up there! Many thanks.  -Tom  

 

 

 

 

Chit Chat online 
 
Wednesday mornings in term time 10-11am  

• practise English conversation 
• find out about life in Guildford 
• ask questions 
• make friends 

For further information contact: 
Andrea, Susan or Rosemary  

 

 

 

This week’s blog – the last in the series about the 
parish's Outward Giving charities – sees how 
Guildford’s Community Angels and Street Angels have 
adapted to new circumstances.  
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Worship in the parish this week  
• On Sunday, Tom Pote is preaching at Holy Trinity's 10am Eucharist and the 

Bible reading is Matthew 20:1-16. 
• Keith Beckingham and Robert Cotton are preaching at St Mary’s first "blended 

church" service at 10:30am (Zoom link and service sheet below). Readings are 
Ephesians 2: 4-10, 19-22 and Matthew 20:1-16. 

• Morning Prayer is now each Saturday at 9:30am & weekdays at 8:30am.  
• Evening Prayer at Holy Trinity (and by Zoom) continues Sunday at 6pm.  
• For current listings of What's On in the Parish, visit our website. 

 

 

Links to services, morning prayer and service sheets 

SUBSCRIBE to this newsletter to receive the Zoom Links to services (sent by email only). 
  

 

Sunday 20th Sept 8am Holy Communion 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sun 20th Sept 10am Holy Trinity Eucharist 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sun 20th Sept 10:30am St Mary's Worship 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sun 20th Sept 6pm Evening Prayer 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Pause to Pray 

 

 

SERVICES ON VIDEO  

 

  

 

Weekday 8:30am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

WEEKDAY PRAYER  

 

  

 

Sat 9:30am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

SATURDAY PRAYER  

 

  

 

Download Zoom links and call-in details  

 

 

HTSM NEWSLETTER  

 

 

 

If there is news that we should know please pass it on: 
Rev Robert Cotton 01483 575489 

Rev Tom Pote 01483 511725 
Parish Office 01483 567716 

Please make sure we have up to date contact details for you. 
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