
   

 

 

Guildford town centre  

Dear Friends, 
 

Glimpses of glory 
  
It was a pleasant surprise to read this by the Archbishop of Canterbury last week:  “the 
new normal of living with Covid-19 will only be sustainable – or even endurable – if we 
challenge our addiction to centralization and go back to an age-old principle: only do 
centrally what must be done centrally. 
As a country, this principle is in our DNA. In the Church of England, we have been 
committed to localism for centuries. Every inch of the country is part of an Anglican 
parish, and parish churches are woven into the fabric of their communities.” 
 
I have seen this principle in action recently: for example, the town centre police 
community support officers know which are the problem drinkers, which ones cause 
trouble and which ones need a bit of protection. Local knowledge matters. It happens 
in schools too: confidence is high in the community around Holy Trinity Pewley Down 
school because the parent body know and trust Clare Brunet, head teacher; the 
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children love their class teachers. Strong relationships have been formed over the 
years, providing a context of trust and hope. 
  
In the same spirit, I recommend a small book to be published next week by Adrian 
Leak. This captures the beautiful particularity of inspiring, frail, odd, complex human 
beings. For example, Adrian tells the story of Mary Sumner, a formidable grand dame. 
Founding the Mother’s Union, she had the social confidence to bring together ‘lady 
mothers’ and ’cottage mothers’. Adrian notes: “In no other venue than a rectory 
drawing room could a meeting so diverse have taken place. In the printed membership 
cards offering domestic guidance, avoidance of beer and coarse jests were enjoined 
upon the cottage mothers, but tactfully omitted from the cards given to the lady 
mothers.” Adrian is a superb raconteur, drawing out what is particular, amusing and 
life-enhancing. He shows that our peculiarities often make us more human – and 
therefore more to be trusted. “The lives of people around us gives us a boundless 
horizon, and it is there that we find unexpected glimpses of glory”.  

 

 

 

Invitation to the Launch of Adrian Leak's new 
book (via Zoom): The Golden Calves of Jeroboam 
& Other Reflections 
 
Following the success of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
Marmalade Pot and Archbishop Benson’s Humming 
Top, Adrian Leak’s third collection of essays will be 
published on 28th September. A virtual ‘launch’ party, 
hosted by Robert Cotton will be held via Zoom at 
6.00 - 6.30pm on Wednesday 14th October, to which 
you are all invited. You will, of course have to supply 
your own refreshments! Link to follow in due course.  

 

 

‘A beautiful, surprising, welcome book. It’s spiritual consistency and theological 
acuteness make it a compendium of Anglican wisdom’. - Rowan Williams  

 

 

Worship: here and there 
  
Worship is now being led from St Mary’s at 10:30am each Sunday.  This week, Tom 
Pote is preaching on 'The Two Sons'.  All the expected arrangements are in place to 
make this safe and a real spiritual experience – including live music.  It was pleasing to 
see, on our first attempt last Sunday, that we were on top of all the IT requirements of 
running “blended church”.  
  
The parish continues to support worship in some neighbouring parishes: this week 
Jonathan is presiding at St Nicolas and Rod at St Mark’s Wyke.  I have received many 
appreciative messages.  A church warden wrote last week: “We are very grateful for 
the support we have received from Holy Trinity St. Mary's at this difficult time. 
Knowing that we have help with our services certainly relieves us of the pressures of 
keeping our lovely church open for our congregation.”  

 

Harvest Festival 
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It will be thrilling to hear the girl choristers sing live in Holy Trinity (HT) at Harvest 
Festival. Harvest is a very physical time of year. So, just as worshippers in HT are 
invited to bring a tin of food for our collection, so worshippers at home may choose 
this week to have close to hand, during the service, a physical reminder of food that is 
gift and delight.  
  
Our collection of gifts will be going to the central distribution point at St Clare’s Park 
Barn this year. They allocate food locally where there is most need. They have told us 
that the demand is high and likely to grow, as some local government schemes of 
emergency food parcels are being withdrawn.  We resume a regular “food bank” 
collection at HT on the first Sunday of each month. So, anything given at Harvest, and 
through next week, will be gathered together with donations on 4th October. For 
those who wish to give directly online, please consider using Bankuet. 
  

60 seconds: no more, no less 
  
Last Sunday I was interviewed by BBC Radio Surrey on the early morning programme 
about the refurbishment at St Mary’s. This broadened out into a conversation about 
the church’s contribution during the pandemic, noting that emotional and practical 
support need to go hand in hand. As is traditional, the interviewee – just before 8am – 
is invited to give a 60-second sermon. It is remarkable how little you can fit into one 
minute – and yet also, how much! I wrote a script, which I thought was short enough – 
and then had to cross out more than half.  You should try it one day. Anyway, a 
recording of this is available on our website (complete with dog-walker passing 
through the churchyard, and LOUD lorries trundling up Quarry Street). 
  

Instant donations 
  
We installed a “tap and go” machine at Holy Trinity that enables people to make 
instant donations to the parish, using their credit card. This has proved useful and 
popular with visitors (who appreciate the beauty and openness of this church) and 
regulars (not least because we can no longer take collections during worship). It 
worked – sort of; then it broke.  Eventually, it was replaced.  A new one is now 
installed – ready for use! 
 
- Robert  

 

 

 

Evening Prayer 
  
As the evenings start to draw in, meeting by 
candlelight to pray always takes on a new meaning 
for me as we remember that Christ is a light that 
shines through all the darkness of our world. Rod 
Pierce leads our said evening prayer this Sunday and 
Mark Boor will reflect on a readings from Ezekiel and 
1 John. If you'd like to follow the service on Zoom, 
please find the link and order of service below.  

 

Midweek Communion 
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Last September we started a monthly service of Wednesday Communion followed by 
coffee, cake and a good chat. These were always very special moments in which we 
met to pray in a quiet half hour amid the bustle of daily life. Next Wednesday (30th 
September) we'll start this again at 12pm for a said service of Holy Communion in Holy 
Trinity. Sadly we won't be able to share in refreshments afterwards, but we can 
promise spiritual refreshment! We'll be celebrating the feast day of St. Michael and All 
Angels and giving thanks of the celestial and terrestrial angels who have touched our 
lives. As is now our established pattern, the service will be on Zoom too (service 
booklet and link below). We look forward to seeing you. 
 
- Tom  

 

 

 

Martin Harris: Lost in transition - Reflections on 
postings in Romania, Ukraine and Russia 
10:30am-12pm, Tuesday 29th September 

We are very pleased to invite Martin Harris to talk to 
us at the next meeting of the virtual Trinity Club. 
Martin is the Director for Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia in the Foreign & Commonwealth Office. This 
promises to be a fascinating talk, so please put it in 
your diary. Link to join the Zoom meeting: 
https://surrey-ac.zoom.us/j/4139744798 Meeting ID: 
413 974 4798. 

 

 

 

Jonathon Porritt: Hope in Hell - A Decade to 
Confront the Climate Emergency  
7-8 pm, Tuesday 6th October (via Zoom) 
£5 - click here to book your ticket / receive link  

Eminent environmentalist, writer and broadcaster 
Jonathon Porritt will explore the climate change 
issues we face, and look at the reasons to be hopeful. 
He explains why he believes the next decade is so 
crucial to our future, and why we must move now, 
and move together.  

 

 

 

Charity walk for Huntington's Disease 
 
Ginnie Gregory's son George will be walking 40 miles 
for Huntington's Disease Association on 10th 
October. If you feel able to donate, please follow this 
link for more information.  
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Oakleaf Christmas Care Basket Appeal 
 
Oakleaf are running a fundraising campaign to deliver 
Christmas Care Baskets for up to 300 clients, as a 
small gesture, to help those who are struggling to 
mark the festive season which can be particularly 
challenging for people suffering depression, anxiety 
and isolation. To sponsor a basket for £20 each, visit 
our website.  

 

 

Worship in the parish this week  

• On Sunday, Robert Cotton is preaching at Holy Trinity's 10am Eucharist and the 
Bible reading is Matthew 6:25-34 about Harvest. 

• Tom Pote is preaching at St Mary’s 10:30am service on 'The Two Sons' from 
Matthew 21:28-32. 

• Midweek Communion restarts Wednesday 30 September at Holy Trinity and 
via Zoom. See link and service sheet below. 

• Morning Prayer is now each Saturday at 9:30am & weekdays at 8:30am.  
• Evening Prayer at Holy Trinity (and by Zoom) continues Sunday at 6pm.  
• For current listings of What's On in the Parish, visit our website. 

 

 

Links to services, morning prayer and service sheets  
SUBSCRIBE to this newsletter to receive the Zoom Links to services (sent by email only). 

  

 

Sun 27th Sept 8am Holy Communion 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sun 27th Sept 10am Holy Trinity Eucharist 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sun 27th Sept 10:30am St Mary's Worship 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sun 27th Sept 6pm Evening Prayer 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Wed 30th Sept 12pm Midweek Communion 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Pause to Pray 

 

 

SERVICES ON VIDEO  
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Weekday 8:30am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

WEEKDAY PRAYER  

 

  

 

Sat 9:30am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

SATURDAY PRAYER  

 

  

 

Download Zoom links and call-in details 

 

 

HTSM NEWSLETTER  

 

 

 

 

If there is news that we should know please pass it on: 
Rev Robert Cotton: rector@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 575489 

Rev Tom Pote: curate@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 511725 
Parish Office: office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 567716 
Please make sure we have up to date contact details for you. 
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