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Sermon preached at Holy Trinity 

at Choral Evensong on Easter Day 2019 

 

Isaiah 43 v.1-7 

1 Corinthians 15 v.1-11 

 

May I speak in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Paul reports on the resurrection of Christ in the most economic, not to 

say boringly matter of fact terms.  Thank God the Gospel writers soon 

got to grips with the story so that we can truly empathise and understand 

the marvel of Christ’s resurrection.  Not that they make this a necessarily 

joyful read.  The first Gospel was Mark’s. 

 

Depression, fear, anxiety, alarm, distress, terror, fleeing from the scene. 

These are the words Mark uses to describe people’s response to the 

Resurrection. There was no spring in the step of anyone that first Easter 

morning: only fear, distress and confusion and an urge to get away as 

soon as possible. 

 

There appears to be no happy ending at all. This is it. This is how Mark 

concludes the Good News of Jesus Christ: “So they went out and ran 

away from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them. They 

said nothing to anyone because they were afraid.” 

 

But we also need to listen to the young man dressed in a white robe ‘But 

go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him, just as he told you.’  There’s something beautiful 

for us here, a beautiful twist to the story as Mark tells it…Jesus has gone 

ahead of them to Galilee.  We have heard that before in Mark’s Gospel – 

we need to leave behind these final words of the Gospel and go right 

back almost to the first words… “God said, ‘I will send my messenger 

ahead of you to clear the way for you…” and then “Not long afterwards, 

Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee…” 
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You have read through the Gospel, from beginning to end, you have 

read the stories of healings and miracles, you have read the parables 

and all the wondrous events of Jesus’ life and now the Resurrection has 

happened and now we need to go right back to the beginning again and 

reflect on it all in the light of the Resurrection. And in the light of the 

cross and resurrection, we will find new meanings and new applications 

for our lives and when we get to the Resurrection again, we need to go 

back to the beginning again. And so on and so on…  It is the always 

repeated, never ending, ‘to be continued’. 

 

A circular route, always bringing us back to the one who has gone ahead 

of us, always bringing us back to Galilee. When we think we have finally 

caught up with Jesus, he is on the move again and so the chase 

continues. Onwards and onwards: Jesus is always on the move. 

We are called to go back to Galilee and experience the miracles of grace 

again and again and again. And as we do that, as we keep moving on 

following Jesus, trying to catch up with him, so we will experience that 

grace in our lives and deepen our knowledge of what resurrection is 

really about.  In Paul’s words ‘By the grace of God I am what I am, and 

his grace towards me has not been in vain.’ 

 

For the resurrection is not some static story that happened in history 

2000 years ago. The resurrection is a dynamic movement, an 

experience of grace that each one of us is called into again and again 

and again. And none of us are left out of this. God wants to reveal his 

resurrection power to each one of us, for the resurrection is not the end 

of the story. We need to be part of Christ’s continuing story. 

 

In the Celtic Christian tradition, the symbol for the Holy Spirit is a wild 

goose. And it’s a beautiful symbol because no matter how carefully you 

might creep up behind a wild goose and try to catch it and tame it, it will 

always fly away from you. Jesus is like that too. We cannot tame Jesus 

and turn him into a ‘happy ever after’ story. We must each spend our 

lives chasing him and following where he leads.   
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You and I are partners with God.  We are all called to find the 

Resurrection hope in our lives, and seek out the Resurrection hope in 

the lives of our communities.   

 

Amen. 


