Dear Friends,
Too big a harvest?
While he was President, John F Kennedy had on his desk the words of an old French
prayer: "O God, your sea is so vast, and my boat is so small". Which of those two phrases
catches your eye? The vastness of the sea - or the smallness of the boat? One is
background; the other is emphasis. We can mis-hear if we focus on the wrong element.
Psalm 115 begins "Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give the glory". In this
case, the psalmist is urging us to focus on the glory of God ... but it easy to hear the
opening phrase and think that the psalmist is wanting us to see ourselves as unworthy,
inadequate, irrelevant creatures.
Hebrew, as spoken in Jesus's day, did not have a way of conveying preference - rather it
had to use a style that says 'I hate A but I love B'. Sometimes that may be literally true; but
there are times that we need to be more subtle and gentle. A tragic example comes at the
start of Genesis: Adam and Eve have two sons, Cain and Abel. In Genesis chapter 4, we
hear that God loves the sacrifice of Abel AND HATES the sacrifice of Cain. That is what
the text says - but is that accurate? Is that a fair way of describing God's attitude? I don't
mind others being preferred to me; but it is a completely different matter to be hated.
When Jesus says 'the first shall be last, and the last first', which phrase do you pick up on?
'The last shall be first' sounds generous and kind - it's what happens when we let someone
leapfrog us in a queue as their need is great. When we draw attention to a child in the
class who has done reasonably well (but tried very hard), we are making 'the last' to be
first. But what about 'the first shall be last'? If someone is behaving in a proud superior
way, then perhaps they need to be taken down a peg or two. But if they are intentionally
demoted to the end, are we simply causing trouble by creating resentment? Consider
another well-known phrase: 'many are called, but few are chosen'. It's clear we need to be
wise to work out what Jesus may actually have been wishing to convey.
The Gospel reading last Sunday included this: 'the harvest is plentiful, but labourers are
few' (Matthew 9.37). Maybe on this occasion, both phrases contain an emphasis and
meaning that Jesus wants to communicate. 'The harvest is plentiful': there are days when I
can simply feel overwhelmed by all that I could do. There are too many opportunities to
follow up, too many people to see, avenues to explore - and that can lead to paralysis and
demotivation. It takes quite a lot of courage and discernment to be able to say to myself
"There is so much I could do; but what do I have to do?". Similarly, the second phrase
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needs careful handling: 'labourers are few'. Every report published by the Church of
England at the moment seems to draw attention to our not having enough money, not
enough priests, not enough people .... but too many church buildings! Decline is not the
problem; it's the despair that comes with thinking that we are doing badly, and if only we
tried a bit harder everything would be better. Labourers may be few, but we are called to be
faithful, to trust, and to let God be God. God's ocean is vast; our boat is small. Be still, and
remember who is in charge.
– Robert

Walking with God • Reflections on the countryside & Jesus the Good Shepherd
To view video, click on image above (14 mins)

Night Vision • Friday from 8:30pm • St Mary's
Tomorrow evening, 24 September, Night Vision will be
back, with St Mary's open from 8:30pm to around 11pm.
Do drop in for chat, reflection, refreshments and, this
month only, an evening viewing of the Festival of Hope
exhibition. A Common Ground initiative.

A Festival of Hope Exhibition • St Mary's
Until Sunday 8th October
A Festival of Hope is a celebration of creativity in
lockdown. Originating at Guildford Baptist Church, the
exhibition features art, handicrafts and other forms of
creativity from worshippers and the wider community.
You are invited to add any items you have created
during lockdown which could be shared. Please email or
phone Andrea on 01483 570102 and include a few
words about your creative experience - and don't be shy!
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TrinityClub@Home
Tuesday 28th September • 10.30 – 12.00 • on Zoom
'Making Theatre in Lockdown and beyond'
Speaker: Matt Pinches, Co-Founder and Producer,
Guildford Shakespeare Company.

Theatre is about sharing stories. Theatre is also about people sharing the same space to
tell those stories… but for much of the last 18 months that has not been possible, in fact for
some months it was even illegal! So how do you continue to make theatre in such a
climate? GSC found a way to keep going, making 9 live original productions, seen by over
4000 households around the world, and engaged with more young people through
outreach projects than ever before. Co-Founder Matt Pinches discusses the GSC Team’s
experiences of making theatre in lockdown and beyond.
ChitChat • Wednesdays 9:30am • St Mary's
Hosts and guests were delighted to restart ChitChat in
person at St Mary's yesterday, with excellent turnout. If
you know any foreign residents who would like to
practise their English, make friends and ask questions
about life here, do give them details. If you are
interested in joining the team of hosts, Susan Snashall
would be pleased to tell you more.
Holy Trinity Boys' Choir • Open Rehearsal
Thursday 30th September • 6:30 - 7:30pm • Holy Trinity
Boys' choir numbers have been very healthy for several
years, but with the recent pandemic, it has not been
possible to do any effective recruitment. Everyone in the
congregation can assist - by welcoming those who are
interested in the choir, greeting those who are new and
may still be unfamiliar with how Sundays work, and
encouraging both choristers and their parents.
You can help the future of the choir by continuing to pray
for the work of the choir, publicising this Open Rehearsal
event to neighbours or other choirs, encouraging your
sons to bring friends who might be interested. If you
have any contacts with local schools, please
contact Martin Holford, Director of Music.

Churchyard working party at Holy Trinity
A reminder to please join in the churchyard working
party on Saturday 2nd October 9.30am - 12.00pm. We
have had a very helpful meeting with the local council
which will enable us to start a few new initiatives. Bring
your gardening gloves! – Yvonne Cameron

Parish Walk
The next Parish Walk will be on Saturday 9th October in
the Ripley area. It will be a flat and easy walk of about 5
miles. Please register your interest by email so that I can
give you more details nearer the time.
– Yvonne Cameron.
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Youth Trip to London • Saturday 9th October
All our young people age 11-18 are warmly invited to
come along for a day trip to London on the train. We will
have lunch together in Pizza Express then walk
to Westminster Abbey for Evensong. Please drop me a
lineif your child would like to join in along with Tom Pote
and I. We will leave Guildford mainline station at around
11am and return there about 6pm. Depending on
numbers involved we may need to take some extra
adults with us, so please say if you’d like to come along
yourself! – Pippa Mitchell

Folk-rock concert at St Mary's Church
Saturday • 25th September • 7pm (doors open 6:30pm)
Need some joyful folk-rock with a message of hope and
community as we head into the autumn? Come and see
the wonderful "Merry Hell", the current "Best Live Act"
(Folking awards), supported by Darren Black. Once
seen their poignant songwriting and energy will make
you want to see them again and again. Purchase tickets.

Big questions with the Archbishop of Canterbury
Justin Welby is visiting the diocese September 25-26 to
help us tackle some of life’s biggest questions. Submit
your question to the archbishop and/or book your free
place at GLive on Saturday 10am-11am using this link.

Suture – The Invisible Thread until 3rd October
Guildford Cathedral • Open weekdays 10:30am-3:30pm
This exhibition features the work of fine artist Clare
Kuznik. Inspired from God’s word spanning Genesis to
Revelations her energetic, freehand drawn images can
be enjoyed by all ages. Clare hopes you will enjoy
seeing them and they will be meaningful to you.
To find out more about Clare click here.

Engage with Surrey Police
Surrey Police invite you to take part in a short survey to
make sure that you can get the right information from us
when you want and need it. The survey is easy to
complete with 10 questions. Any information you provide
is anonymous. To take the survey click here.
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Walk the Way • Saturday 9th October
Sign up for Walk the Way, the sponsored walks which Bishops Andrew and Jo are
participating in to help raise funds for the disadvantaged and vulnerable across the
diocese. On Saturday 9 October groups of walkers will set off from Farnham and Dorking
to walk the 13 miles to Guildford. But you can also join in from Puttenham or Newlands
Corner for a shorter walk of 5-6 miles. For more information click here.

Dear Wolfgang:
Mozart and his family
brought to life in words
and music
Holy Trinity Church •
Saturday 9th October •
7:30pm
Professional orchestra Southern Pro Musica and brilliant Guildford Shakespeare Company
actors will perform music and readings from the Mozart family's correspondence.
Tickets: Guildford Tourist Information or ring 01483 444 334.

Rector's footnotes
Harvest Festival will be celebrated in morning services this Sunday (Holy Trinity) and next
Sunday (St Mary's). If you have ploughed your garden and scattered good seed, we will be
delighted to receive some home-made produce. If you would like to bring a symbolic
offering, the usual gifts of tins, toiletries and dried food will be gathered together to present
to the foodbank. Our prayers are for those who sow, reap, and produce the food we need as well as those who give and those who receive. We are united as people who need, and
delight in, a good harvest. There will be the usual foodbank collection at Holy Trinity on
October 3rd as well.
As part of getting back to normal and familiar, we will be reintroducing Sunday coffee after
morning worship at Holy Trinity. We have various ideas about how we can make this work,
in a safe and friendly way - much will depend on the weather, and how many people are
about. "Cakes" may take the form of individually wrapped biscuits (Ed: what's wrong with
that? Kit Kats are my favourite!) rather than something which is beautifully prepared and
home-made. But we want to take a step in the right direction.
We are delighted that, as part of an environmental-friendly week of activities, Guildford
Borough Council have designated part of the town centre to be car free on Sunday. Please
be aware of this as you travel into church this weekend. For details click here.
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Sunday Worship • 26 September 2021 • Trinity 17 • Harvest
8am St Mary's BCP Holy Communion • Led by Tom Pote
At St Mary's & on Zoom
10am Harvest Eucharist • Sermon by Ben Cahill-Nicholls
Readings: Psalm 8 and Matthew 6.25 – 33
At Holy Trinity & on YouTube
10:30am Morning Worship • Sermon by Keith Beckingham
Readings: Esther 7:1-6. 9-10; 9:20-22 and Mark 9:38-50
At St Mary's
6pm Choral Evensong • Sermon by Jonathan Hedgecock
Readings: Exodus 24 and Matthew 9.1-8
At Holy Trinity & on YouTube

Midweek Holy Communion will now take place at St Mary’s on Wednesdays at 12 noon.
Links to services by Zoom & YouTube and service sheets can be found below.

Please make sure we have your current contact details.
Contact us by email or phone:
Rev Robert Cotton 01483 575489
Rev Tom Pote 01483 511725
Parish Office 01483 567716
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