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KWASA COLLEGE 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 

Dear Kwasa Friends 

 

Covid-19 made   this an extremely difficult year for us all, one in which we have 

faced many challenges, most of them fearfully, as the unknown has formed a 

large part of everything we had to confront. Yet, as I look back and reflect I 

am filled with deep gratitude. 

I thank God for protecting us all. As far as I am aware just 2 staff members 

contracted the virus, and they both thankfully recovered quickly. The general 

health of staff and children was good, even during winter. Possibly mask-

wearing, sanitizing, hand-washing and keeping social distance protected us 

from winter ills, chills and flu as well as from contracting the Corona virus! 

I am grateful to the members of the Kwasa Board for their unfailing support and 

the assistance and advice they gave so willingly when needed. 

All at Kwasa are deeply indebted to the Covid Management Team for 

planning, implementing and managing our Covid Policy, and thankfully staff 

and learners can be complimented on their commitment to adhering to the 

Covid regulations and restrictions. 

I am grateful for the staff we have at Kwasa College: the Heads of the two 

schools, Owen Thomas and Sonja van Loggerenberg for their management 

and oversight; the teachers who made the necessary adaptations to the 

whole daily programme and curriculum so graciously; the support staff who 

willingly helped out doing chores and added responsibilities not in their job 

descriptions. 

I thank God for the children at Kwasa College. Their acceptance of all the 

strange changes at school with regard to: Covid procedures for signing in and 

out, attending on alternate days, wearing masks, remaining socially distant 

from their classmates, not participating in sport or games, etc. was admirable.  
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Covid-19 affected many of the families of children at Kwasa harshly. 

Many who had work, lost their jobs during lockdown, and while some have now 

found work, a very large number are still unemployed. This has, of course, had 

an adverse effect on our collection of fees. I am grateful to the parents, many 

of whom are single parents or grandparents, for trying so hard to contribute 

what they could manage. In this regard I am also deeply grateful to the 

Education Department for paying the subsidy for the Primary School to which 

they had committed themselves, and the Department Of Social Development 

for paying the grant we depend upon so heavily. 

Thanks are also due to the many individuals and organizations such as Soul 

Provider and Soft Landings who provided generously, enabling us to distribute 

substantial food parcels to up to 250  needy, hungry families in the community 

each week. 
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On the subject of finance – we could not have survived the year without our 

amazing donors! One is very aware that world-over, people have suffered as 

a result of the pandemic, and yet our donors have been steadfast in their 

support of Kwasa College!! I salute you all, and express my gratitude for all that 

has been donated/given this year in terms of money and in kind! We could not 

have survived the year without you!!! It has been so sad hearing of a number 

of Independent Schools who have had to close their doors this year. Thankfully 

Kwasa College is not one of them! I cannot name you all by name, but 

whoever and wherever you are in the world, please know that your support of 

us in educating children and making a difference in their lives is noted and is 

deeply appreciated. 
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I am so grateful to Patrick Jardine of the Kwasa Board, and our Building 

contractor, Gordon Whittington and his team, for us being able to meet weekly 

after lockdown to plan and oversee the work on the final equipping of the 

school hall, (stage floor, stage front curtain and wings, stage lighting and sound 

equipment), completion of the foyer and paving of the courtyard.  The 

opening of the hall on 23 October was a wonderful occasion, attended by as 

many guests that were “Covidly allowed”, and a wonderful tribute to all those 

who over the four years it took to complete the project, contributed towards 

it, and never stopped believing that it could be done (despite what they were 

probably inwardly thinking). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, I am thankful that 2020 has seen our first Grade 7 class at Kwasa College 

end their Primary School Phase. We said goodbye to them at a Valedictory 

service and Eucharist in the Chapel-of-the-Cross at Kwasa on Friday 11 

December, and wished them well as they went off   to High (secondary) 

schools in the area. A number of them had been at Kwasa for 9 years, and we 

entrust them to God as they leave us and continue to build on the foundation 

which we were privileged to give them over the years with us. 
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Looking ahead – we return to school on 18 January 2021, thankful that all our 

classes will be filled, and our staff complement complete, prepared for what 

we expect will be yet another challenging year, but one in which we will 

continue to trust and depend upon God’s Protection, Provision and Grace, 

and upon your friendship and support. 

I wish you all a Blessed Christmas, with an abundance of the Christmas Gifts of 

Love, Hope, Peace and Joy, and a Healthy and Happy 2021.  

With Gratitude, Love and Prayers. 

 

 

Sharron 


