
   

 

 

'Making a joyful noise, unto to the Lord' in Holy Trinity last year  

Friends, 
 
“The one who sings, prays twice” said St Augustine. First, the words of the 
prayer are an offering to God; in addition, by singing, you are adding to the 
honour and praise offered. So, in this week when we are re-introducing singing 
to worship at Holy Trinity, our worship will be even richer. I am delighted that 
on Sunday, assuming all our plans go well, there will be a small adult choir at 
our 10am service – visible and audible to those on Zoom as well as those on 
site. Of course, we have worked carefully to make this safe. The guidelines for 
public worship are constantly changing – so what we do in church is adapting as 
well: this week it is singing, and the way we distribute communion. If you have 
questions about how we are abiding by the regulations, please ask me. 
  
The big step forward last week at Holy Trinity involved the introduction of a 
screen so that those on site can see and appreciate the presence of the person 
on Zoom who is reading the gospel. We continue to work hard at keeping the 
experience of worship as united and as positive as possible, whether you are on 
Zoom or in Holy Trinity. Just as the Zoom gospel reader is now visible to the 
congregation, so also is the congregation visible during the distribution of 
communion.  We make this visible on Zoom, so that you can feel you are 
participating in the same actions – people in the congregation in church are 
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visible but not identifiable (we deserve privacy in this intimate, prayerful 
moment). 
  
So, for this first week of choral worship, adult choristers will be singing.  I am 
sure that this will bring joy to many.  The girl and boy choristers are beginning 
rehearsing together once again.  They will sing in worship once we have learnt 
from this week’s experience.  Augustine was right: singing deepens worship. 
  
But I have heard other versions of his phrase, such as “The one who sings well, 
sings twice”.  Nonsense!  It does not matter if you are singing a semitone flat, or 
out of time, or screeching on the high notes – if that is your style, take a deep 
breath and sing out your praise to God!  The depth of worship does not depend 
on auditioning for the heavenly choir.  But what about this?  “The one who 
listens to others singing, prays twice”.  We add to worship by the quality of our 
attentiveness.  After all, what makes for a good conversation?  Just a skilful 
raconteur?  Surely, the one who listens with full care and attention creates the 
right setting so that sparkling conversation happens.  Sing, listen, pray – all we 
do honours God, and supports each other. 
  
We propose to begin “blended church” worship at St Mary’s on Sunday 20th 
September.  A large faithful Zoom congregation has developed over the last 
months.  We have been blessed by the presence of many worshippers from 
around the Wey Valley Methodist Circuit.  As the building works at St Mary’s 
near completion, we wanted to re-start prayer happening within this ancient 
building itself.  St Mary’s will be open for Heritage Day 12th September. The 
Mayor is visiting on Tuesday 15th, to give us best wishes from the town and 
then, on the following Sunday, the walls of St Mary’s will echo once again to the 
praise of God. 
  
Facemasks 
  
Masks will be available in Holy Trinity when the church is open 10am-12pm 
Monday to Saturday and on Sunday morning. Annelise Wilkinson, raising money 
for poor families in Ecuador, has made these comfortable and re-useable masks 
(donation £5). Annelise will also be making children’s masks when she has 
received new fabric.  

 

 

Message from Holy Trinity's churchwardens 
  
Opening Holy Trinity Monday–Saturday from 
10am–12pm for Individual Prayer over the last 
two months has met a need and people continue 
to visit.  We are now in a position to re-think our 
strategy. Initially, we had been concerned that 
large groups might visit but in fact most visit 
singly or in twos, so it has been a much safer 



 

environment for our Church sitters than we had 
originally anticipated.  

 

 

 

If you think you would be happy to help in such 
an environment let us know. We welcome help 
regularly or occasionally. If you would like to 
know more or discuss anything, please get in 
touch. The wardens and clergy put people’s 
welfare at the heart of all that is done. 
  
We would like to thank all those who have made 
this venture possible and look forward to 
continuing it. In particular, we need helpers and 
welcomers for Heritage day, 12th September, 
10am–1pm or 1pm–4pm.  - 'Tricia and Helen  

 

 

 

 Young Holy Trinity News 
  
This week many schools reopen for the new term, 
one that will be unlike any term we have 
experienced before. While families establish their 
new rhythms we have decided not to start up 
Sunday morning Junior church and Breakfast Club 
just yet.  

 

The safety of children, their families and our volunteers is paramount and so 
Tom and I have been thinking about how to restart activities soon. In the 
meantime, look out for our Young Holy Trinity e-newsletter and Junior Church 
videos on YouTube.  
  
Last week our first Café Club socially distanced walk and picnic was rained off, 
but we quickly returned to meeting on Zoom and we'll continue to do that on 
Thursdays over the coming weeks. 
  
On Sunday mornings during worship, the Children's Corner in Holy Trinity will 
be open for young children and their parents. Please bring your own 
toys/activities with you. If you have any questions about this, please get in 
touch. We look forward to seeing you in Holy Trinity soon.  - Pippa 
  
100 not out – Mary Howard reports: 
  
“On Thursday 3rd September, John Neve celebrated his 100th birthday. John 
has been such a faithful presence at St Mary’s over many years. John has always 
been welcoming, greeting people with a gentle and warm smile. John worked 
with Pam Thorogood for many years in keeping St Mary’s open on Thursdays 
and for Farmers' Markets. He greeted people with such respect and kindness 
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that people felt drawn into St Mary’s. He loved the old prayer book, and also 
delighted in the more recent developments at St Mary’s. 
  
He used to drive an old Morris Minor, that seemed nearly as ancient as he 
was!  He loved that car and was proud of its pedigree – the glories of a by-gone 
age!  But he was not stuck in the past, gratefully receiving offers of help and 
transport when his driving days were over. John has shown kindness, 
encouragement and respect to so many people – a profoundly Christian 
gentlemen!  Thank you, John, for all your graciousness.” 
  
Keeping us afloat 
  
The office is receiving a goodly number of calls from choirs, the Guildford 
Theatre School and other organisations, all exploring when they can re-start 
their activities that are booked in one of our buildings.  That will be good for our 
mission and for our bank balance.  Also, the “tap and go” machine which 
enables visitors to make immediate donations to the parish was broken – but a 
new one is on order.  Both of these supplement your donations and regular 
generosity, keeping us afloat financially. This is really appreciated. 
 
The Queen's Six in concert via Zoom  

On Saturday 12th September from 7:30pm, Hennessey Brown Music, set up by 
Jonny Hennessey-Brown and Cressida Wislocki, offers a concert with The 
Queen's Six. Recorded in Holy Trinity Church it will be broadcast in a private 
"Zoom Room", featuring a live Q and A with the choir who make up half of the 
lay clerks at St. George's Chapel, Windsor. "Journeys to the World" will be a 
personal appearance from Bob Chilcott. Click here for more info and tickets. 
 
Parish Blog  
 
This week’s blog post looks at Oakleaf Enterprise and The Nazareth Way. The 
next one will come from Vaughan House and Number Five. 

 

 

Worship in the parish this week  

• This Sunday, Tom Pote is preaching at Holy Trinity and the Bible reading 
is Matthew 18.15-20. Please note there is a new service sheet for 
September which you can download here. 

• At St. Mary’s Church-at-Home, Robert Cotton will be preaching and the 
Bible readings are Ecclesiastes 44.1-15 and Matthew 18.15-20. 

• Morning Prayer continues each weekday at 8:30am.  
• Services and other parish activities are updated regularly on our 

website.   

Robert  
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Links to services, morning prayer and service sheets 

SUBSCRIBE to this newsletter to receive the Zoom Links to services (sent by email only). 
  

 

Sunday 6th Sept 8am Holy Communion 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sunday 6th Sept 10am Eucharist & coffee 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Sunday 6th Sept 10:30am Church-at-Home 

 

 

SERVICE SHEET  

 

  

 

Pause to Pray  

 

 

SERVICES ON VIDEO  

 

  

 

Weekday 8:30am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

WEEKDAY PRAYER  

 

  

 

Download Zoom links and call-in details  

 

 

HTSM NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

If there is news that we should know please pass it on: 
Rev Robert Cotton: rector@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 575489 

Rev Tom Pote: curate@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 511725 
Parish Office: office@holytrinityguildford.org.uk 01483 567716 

Please make sure we have up to date contact details for you. 
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