Dear Friends,
United in hope
Last Saturday, a new name was added to the memorial at the Castle Grounds which commemorates members of the
armed services who lost their lives since 1945. This soldier died after a training accident. It was poignant to hear his
story, told by his then commanding officer, underlining how dangerous all life in the military can be. It is not simply
the troops on the front line who take risks to preserve our security and peace. There were well over 50 members of
his regiment that gathered for this moment of remembrance. Even though the accident was over 40 years ago,
there was a strong sense of companionship which is not broken, even by death.
One other family was invited to this ceremony. Their relative was already named on the memorial there. But when it
was unveiled in 2018, the Borough was unable to contact this family. So, a few years later, connection was made –
and they were delighted to be included and see their relative’s name being honoured. In particular, they took much
encouragement from being part of a larger gathering. In this season of Remembrance, we do not merely recall those
whom we have loved and known. We honour those unknown to us by name, but deserving of our respect because
of their honourable service.
On the following day, I managed to catch half of the football match between Liverpool (my team) and West Ham. I
thought it odd – and rather inappropriate – that, before the match started, they had arranged a trumpeter to play the
Last Post. Surely, I said to myself, this belongs on Armistice Day or Remembrance Sunday – don’t overuse it! But
then, a special moment happened: the camera focussed just for a few seconds on Jurgen Klopp (the Liverpool
manager), standing upright, thoughtful, prayerful, focussed in his own remembering. Klopp is German – and without
expecting it, I was moved to be united with him in this act of remembering. But, far more important than his
nationality, Klopp is very evidently a man of faith, of inner strength; his laughter is wonderful to hear, a real joybringer. He has been vocal in seeking to stamp out racism, and to support those made needy through this
pandemic.
Remembering can unite us, both as we look back and as we seek to act well today. In these dismal days, we are
not alone. With eyes open, we can catch a glimpse of people of hope all around us.
David Scott, priest, poet, spiritual writer, who came to preach at Holy Trinity some years ago, wrote this moving
poem:
Flower Rota

This is my week for flowers.
It half says so on the damp notice in the porch.
(I had to borrow the pen from the Visitors’ Book
and the ink ran out before my name.)
A few, who have let fall into their hearts
similar tragedies to mine, know why I chose this week
When flowers are hard to come by.
Each year I tell the season by a bowl of flowers,
whether things are late or soon, and predict
with those who visit here while I arrange,
the future course of summer.
They don’t know for whom I struggle
to get this stalk through the chicken wire,
and it doesn’t matter. When they are gone,
names half written in the Visitors’ Book,
I’ll have a moment when it’s just
The flowers, the memory, and the sweet time it took.

– Robert

Rector's footnotes
Stay warm and healthy
As we host worship in both our churches, what we can do: balance good ventilation with
adequate heating. What you can do: come to church dressed in warm clothes; wear masks
(if possible). By the way, it is perfectly okay to wear a hat in church – after all, bishops do.
For those of us without much on top, wearing a hat in church is not an act of disrespect –
rather, it is a sign of looking after yourself, and common sense.
Remembrance Sunday
We welcome many who do not regularly worship in our churches. The service at Holy Trinity starts at 9.45am and
will be available live to watch on our YouTube channel. This is followed by a procession to the Castle Grounds (at
about 10.30) where the Two Minute Silence will be marked at 11am.
There is an Evening Eucharist at 6pm. Nick Graham writes: “It was a joy to have Hattie conduct Amy Beach's
'Peace I leave with you' last Sunday. I hope we'll see more choristers starting their conducting journey in the future.
On Remembrance Sunday evening, we will be singing for the first time sections of the mass setting (Jazz Missa
Brevis by Don Gillthorpe) that we will be singing in Llandaff Cathedral during our tour in summer 2022. It's sounding
great in rehearsals so I'm looking forward to the service immensely.”

Remembrance Service • Charlotteville War Memorial
Saturday 13th November at 3pm
Many of you will know that there is a war memorial to those from the Charlotteville part of
Guildford who gave their lives in two world wars. It was placed in the grounds of the mission
church that was demolished when Addison Court was built, and now stands near the road.
As usual, we will hold a short service of remembrance at the war memorial at 3.00pm on
Saturday 13 November. All are welcome to attend, but due to covid restrictions, there will
be no access inside the building itself. – Rod Pierce

Pastoral Care Group
On Tuesday the Pastoral Care Group hosted coffee and buns at St. Mary’s for members
of our community. The church was filled with chatter and laughter as we caught up with
friends whom we hadn’t seen for while. A huge thanks to the parish angels who baked
the delicious autumnal fare and who helped make the morning a success. As the winter
draws in, we know that many people prefer not to venture out – please let us know if
you’d like us to come and see you at home. – Tom Pote

Highlights from our Parochial Church Council meeting on Tuesday 9th November at St Mary's Church
• We congratulated David Uzzell and the team who have achieved the Eco Church Gold award;
• We endorsed the plan for St Mary’s to work towards an Eco Church award;
• We offered advice on how to keep worship and social events happy, attractive and safe;
• We were delighted to hear of Carolyn Graham’s re-election to General Synod for a
further five years;
• We approved a final allocation of donations from the parish to local charities; this
includes asking Café Club to identify which charity they wish the parish to support;
• We heard about preparations for First Communion and Confirmation, after Christmas.

First Communion at Holy Trinity
One of the important milestones in our parish children’s spiritual journey with us is their
preparation for First Communion. It gives them time and opportunity to explore the Eucharist
and the Eucharistic service and to do so with other youngsters in the same age group.
We know that our children feel they take a step in maturity as they take their First Communion.
They understand in more depth what the service means and feel an intrinsic part of it and of
their church community, joining the congregation to receive the Eucharist every week.
Tom Pote and I will be preparing any young people (age 8 up) who would like to take their First Communion at an
activity day at St Mary’s on Saturday 22 January. The First Communion service will take place at Holy Trinity on
Sunday 6 February (Candlemas) at 10am, when we will welcome our young people to
receive the Eucharist with us for the first time. A very special morning.
If you would like your child to prepare for their First Communion, please email me
or Tom or have a chat with one of us in church. – Pippa
Christmas shopping
If you are able to shop locally you will be supporting those businesses and the
people who work there. If you prefer to shop online, you can raise donations for Holy
Trinity St Mary's at no cost to you through the easy fundraising website. It's simple
and only takes a few minutes to join. To sign up visit our page on their website.
Easyfundraising was introduced to us by the Association of Church Accountants and
Treasurers. So far we have raised £265 and every little helps. Please get in touch if
you have any questions. – Venetia Howes

What's On at Holy Trinity & St Mary's
We delight in the wide variety of services, activities and events that take place
in Holy Trinity, St Mary's and the Trinity Centre. No need to strain your eyes, you can click
on the 'What's On' image below left to see a full size version each month.
CONTACT US for more information.

Open Church • St Mary’s Quarry Street
A reminder that Open Church will be held this Friday evening from 7-9pm at St
Mary's. Rev Noelle Coe, Guildford Town Chaplain will be hosting an open evening for
those interested in exploring the life of the
Spirit, every second Friday in St Mary’s. What a great venue for warmth, welcome,
kindness and spirituality.
This is designed to be a safe inclusive space.The general vibe of the evening is that
people come and leave as they want. Great tea and coffee, board games, prayer
spaces, bit of worship, talk on topical subjects with a Christian basis.

The Wintershall Nativity Journey • 15-20 December
Walk with Mary, Joseph and the donkey on the winding, steep road to Bethlehem.
Register for the census and journey with other travellers, Roman soldiers and
shepherds as you enter the stable to watch the miracle unfold. The Wintershall Nativity
Journey is an unforgettable experience, bringing the true meaning of Christmas to life
for the whole family.

Sunday Worship • 14 November 2021 • Remembrance
8am St Mary's BCP Holy Communion • Led by Rod Pierce
At St Mary's & on Zoom
9:45am Remembrance Service • Sermon by Robert Cotton
At Holy Trinity & on YouTube
10:30am Morning Worship • Sermon by Rod Pierce
At St Mary's
6pm Evening Eucharist • Sermon by Tom Pote
At Holy Trinity & on YouTube
***

Midweek Holy Communion • Wednesdays • 12 noon • St Mary’s
except for the 2nd Wednesday of the month
Links to services by Zoom & YouTube and service sheets can be found below.

Please make sure we have your current contact details.
Contact us by email or phone:
Rev Robert Cotton 01483 575489
Rev Tom Pote 01483 511725
Parish Office 01483 567716

