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Welcome 
 

An invitation This service is an invitation to draw close to 
God.  We do this as we listen to readings from 
the Bible, as we pray for others, and as we 
receive bread and wine.  Love bids us welcome: 
draw close to God, who is love! 

 
Right hand pages The service follows the words that are printed 

on the right hand pages. This combines the 
order of service from the Church of England’s 
Common Worship with additional images from 
the Bible.  

 
Left hand pages On the left hand pages are poems and sayings 

written by a variety of spiritual authors from 
across many centuries.  These are exploratory 
and creative words that may stimulate and 
expand your thoughts as you participate in this 
service. At times we need to approach God 
through the insights of other spiritual people. At 
times we need to be still and silent, allowing 
God to reach us in a way beyond words. 

 
Valuing diversity There are many ways of addressing God: Eternal 

Father, Lord, Loving Mother, Holy Spirit, Guide, 
Companion, Gentle Shepherd, God who gave 
me birth, and many others. There is more to 
God than can be captured in any name. God is 
beyond any one gender, image, or title. 
Beautiful things happen when we begin to see 
ourselves, in all our diversity, as a reflection of 
the divine.  
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Verses for the Lenten Prose 
 
 

Week 1 
 To you, redeemer, on your throne of glory: 
 lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 
 listen, O Jesu, to our supplications. 
All Hear us, O Lord …. 
 
 
Week 2 
 O you chief corner-stone, right hand of the Father: 
 way of salvation, gate of life celestial: 
 cleanse you our sinful souls from all defilement. 
All Hear us, O Lord …. 
 
 
Week 3 
 God, we implore you, in your glory seated: 
 bow down and hearken to your weeping children: 
 pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses. 
All Hear us, O Lord …. 
 
 
Week 4 
 Sins oft committed now we lay before you: 
 with true contrition, now no more we veil them: 
 grant us, redeemer, loving absolution. 
All Hear us, O Lord …. 
 
 
Week 5 
 Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: 
 falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced: 
 save us, we pray you, Jesus our redeemer. 
All Hear us, O Lord …. 
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The Eucharist during Lent 
 

Welcome 
 
All stand. 

 
The Lenten Prose 
 
The Cantor sings the refrain and all repeat it. 
 
 

 
 
 
All Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
 for we have sinned against you. 
 
The cantor then sings one of the verses printed on the page opposite, 
followed by all singing the refrain. 
 
All Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
 for we have sinned against you. 
 

Hymn 
 
A hymn is sung, during which the choir and ministers enter. 
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On the first Sunday in Lent, the Confession comes later in the service 
after the sermon on page 9, with imposition of ashes. 
 
On this day the priest reads an introduction to Lent: 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: since early days Christians have 
observed with great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection. It became the custom of the Church to prepare for 
this by a season of penitence and fasting. 
 
At first this season of Lent was observed by those who were 
preparing for Baptism at Easter and by those who were to be 
restored to the Church’s fellowship from which they had been 
separated through sin. In course of time the Church came to 
recognise that, by a careful keeping of these days, all Christians 
might take to heart the call to repentance and assurance of 
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in 
devotion to our Lord. 
 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 
observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; 
by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating 
on God’s holy word. 
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Greeting 
 

 Grace, mercy and peace, from God our maker 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, be with you 

All  and also with you. 
 
All sit. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

As a mother tenderly protects her own, 
and as a shepherd searches for the lost, 
God longs to restore and heal. 
So we turn to God, saying: 
 

All God eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light. Amen. 

 
May God who loves the world so much 
and sent the Son to be our Saviour, 
forgive you your sins 
and make you holy for service in the world 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All  Amen.  
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Discipleship is for all Christians, whether they have been a disciple for 
5 minutes or 50 years. For our communities to be discipleship 
communities they need to be places vibrant with learning; places of 
questioning and discussion; places of listening and comprehension; 
places in which we learn from Jesus in as many ways as possible. It is 
very important for new Christians to learn about the faith, but why 
should they if they don’t see the rest of us learning too? Learning is 
not just for new Christians, it is for anyone who seeks to be a disciple 
of Jesus. Learning is to disciples what breathing is to human beings. 
 

Paula Gooder, Let Me Go There (2016) 
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The Collect 
 
 Let us pray. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
The Collect of the day is said, after which 
All Amen. 
 
All sit for the reading. 
 

First Reading 

At the end the reader says 
 

 For this reading from God’s holy word: 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 
 
A hymn is sung, or one of the psalms printed on pages 31-34 
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The Gospel preached in its utter purity exalts, frightens or shocks. It is 
bound to meet with violent reactions, as it is diametrically opposed to 
sinful people and to the ‘world’. When a person really hears the Gospel, 
their whole life must be reassessed, if they are sincere, for the demands 
of Christ do not countenance half measures. 
 

Michel Quoist (1918–97), Prayers of Life 

 
 
 
 
 
Whenever you read the Gospel, Christ Himself is speaking to you. And 
while you read, you are praying and talking with Him. 
 

St Tikhon of Zadonsk (1724–83) 
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Gospel Reading 

 
All remain standing and turn to face the Gospel reader. 
 
 Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 O that today you would listen to God’s voice. 
 Harden not your hearts. 
 

 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
 

 
 
At the end the reader says 
 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sermon 
 
After the sermon, silence may be kept. 

On the first Sunday in Lent, we use the Litany and Confession on  
page 35, at the end of which all are invited to receive the imposition  
of ashes.  
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Come now, my friend, 
escape your daily routine a while, 

take yourself apart from your restless thoughts. 
 

Cast your heavy cares to one side and 
leave behind distractions that trouble you. 

 
Make space for God for a while 

and for a while rest in God’s presence. 
 

Enter the inner chamber of your soul, 
shut out all except God 

and that which may help you in your searching, 
and, with the door shut, search. 

 
Say now, my whole heart, say to God: 

‘I seek your face, 
it is your face, Lord, I seek to know.’ 

 
Based on the Proslogion of St Anselm (1033–1109) 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
All stand. 
 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

As a mother feeds her cubs, and as a doctor heals our wounds, 
let us commend the world to the shelter and protection of God. 

 
All sit. 
 
One of the Taizé responses (pages 12-13) may be used, or this response 
 
 Lord, hear us. 
All  Lord, graciously hear us.  
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Taizé responses 
 
The chant will be sung once at the start and following each intercession 
after the invitation ‘Let us pray to the Lord’. 
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Ubi caritas 

Where charity and love are found, God is truly there. 
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Abba James said: We do not want words alone, for there are too many 
words among people today. What we need is action, for that is what we 
are looking for, not words which do not bear fruit. 
 
Abba Pastor said: If you have a chest full of clothing, and leave it for a 
long time, the clothing will rot inside it. It is the same with thoughts in 
our heart. If we do not carry them out by physical action, after a long 
while they will spoil and turn bad. 

 
 
 

As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; 
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

 
Isaiah 66.13 

 
 
 
 

It is related that a young boy, left an orphan at an early age, was unable 
to read, but had inherited a large, heavy prayer book from his parents. 
On the Day of Atonement he brought it into the synagogue, laid it down 
on the reading desk, and weeping, cried out: 
 
Lord of Creation! I do not know how to pray; I do not know what to say 
– I give You the entire prayer book. 

Hasidic 
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At the end of the prayers, silence is kept for private prayers. 

 

God, who brings us to birth and knows our needs, 
 have compassion on our weakness, 
 and give us those things 

which for our unworthiness we dare not, 
 and for our ignorance we cannot, ask, 
 for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
All stand. 
 

The Peace 
 
 As a mother comforts her children, 
 we have peace with God, 
 who has given us access to all we need. 

 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All    and also with you. 
 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 

Offertory Hymn 
 
During this hymn a collection will be taken for the ministry of this parish 
and the charities we support. This, with the names of those in our 
Regular Financial Giving Scheme, is presented at the altar. 
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May the sacred feast of Thy table, O Lord, always strengthen and renew 
us, guide and protect our weakness amid the storms of the world, and 
bring us into the haven of everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 

Leonine Sacramentary 

 
 
 
 

Too long have I worried about so many things. 
And yet, my Lord, so few are needed. 
May I today live more simply – like the bread. 
May I today see more clearly – like the water. 
May I today be more selfless – like the Christ. 
 

From Russia 
 
 
 
 

We do not go into the desert to escape people but to learn how to find 
them. 
 

Thomas Merton (1915–68) 
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Preparation of the Altar 
 
The gifts of the people are gathered and presented. 

The altar is prepared as bread and wine are placed upon it. 

The priest takes the bread and wine. 

 
 Blessed are you, God of all creation: 

   through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

All     Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
  The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
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The importance of Lent lay precisely in this, that it was not just one 
more ascetic exercise for the devout, but that it was recognised as 
being of universal obligation … [the] effort of the whole church … to live 
at least for a season as befitted the Body of Christ … The old Lenten 
sermons insist strongly on mutual forgiveness and forbearance, on the 
intensification of private prayer and generosity in almsgiving, and on 
regular and devout attendances at biblical and doctrinal instruction, as 
Lenten observances just as strictly required of the Christian as the 
physical abstinence from food … It reminded the careless and the sinful 
Christian, as insistently as it did the devout, of the claims of the 
Christian standard (Romans 12.2): ‘Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.’ 
 

Dom Gregory Dix (1901–52), The Shape of the Liturgy 
 

 
 
But, Lord, I am not alone 
I can no longer be alone. 
I am a crowd, Lord, 
For people live within me. 
I have met them. 
 
And I have allowed it, Lord,  
that they might be nourished and refreshed. 
I bring them to you, too, as I come before you. 
I expose them to you in exposing myself to you. 
Here I am, 
Here they are, 
Before you, Lord 
 

Michel Quoist (1918–97), Prayers of Life 
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For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels  
for ever praising you and singing: 
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When you pray, be like the mountain 
in stillness, in silence; 
thoughts rooted in eternity. 
Do nothing; just sit, just be; 
and you will harvest the fruit of your prayer.  
 
When you pray, be like the flower 
reaching up to the sun; 
straight-stemmed like a column. 
Be open, ready to accept all things without fear 
and you will not lack light on your way. 
 
When you pray, be like the ocean 
with stillness in its depths, 
the waves ebbing and flowing. 
Have calm in your heart, and evil thoughts 
will flee of their own accord. 
 
When you pray, remember the breath 
that made us living beings; 
from God it comes, to God it returns. 
Blend the Word and prayer with the flow of your life, 
and nothing will come between you and the Giver of Life. 
 
When you pray, be like the bird, 
endlessly singing before the Creator, 
its song rising like incense. 
Pray like the turtle dove 
and you will never lose heart. 
 

St Seraphim of Sarov (1754–1833) 
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All sit. 
 
   We praise and bless you, loving God, 
   through Jesus Christ, our Saviour; 
   and as we obey his command, 
   send your Holy Spirit, 
   that broken bread and wine outpoured 
   may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
   On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
   and, taking bread, he praised you. 
   He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
   Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
   do this in remembrance of me. 
 

    When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
   Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
   Drink this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
  

 So, merciful Lord, we remember all that Jesus did, 
 in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
 made once for all upon the cross. 

  Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
  we proclaim his death and resurrection 
  until he comes in glory. 

   Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
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   Lord of all life, 
   help us to work together for that day 
   when your kingdom comes 
   and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

   Look with favour on your people, 
   gather us in your loving arms 
   and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
   to feast at your table in heaven. 

   Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
   all honour and glory are yours, O loving God, 
   for ever and ever. 

All    Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
may be sung or said. 
 
 Trusting in the compassion of God, 
 as our Saviour taught us so we pray 
  
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   
Amen. 
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Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, 
 Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
 From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
 If I lacked anything. 
 
‘A guest,’ I answered, ‘worthy to be here’: 
 Love said, ‘You shall be he.’ 
‘I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
 I cannot look on thee.’ 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
 ‘Who made the eyes but I?’ 
 
‘Truth, Lord; but I have marred them; let my shame 
 Go where it doth deserve.’ 
‘And know you not,’ says Love, ‘who bore the blame?’ 
 ‘My dear, then I will serve.’ 
‘You must sit down,’ says Love, ‘and taste my meat.’ 
 So I did sit and eat. 

George Herbert (1593–1633) 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
    Every time we eat this bread 
    and drink this cup, 
All  we proclaim Christ’s death 
 until he comes again. 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

   Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All    Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
    but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
All  Most merciful God, 

your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean,  
our hearts were unprepared;  
we were not fit  
even to eat the crumbs from under your table.  
But you are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners.  
So cleanse and feed us  
with the precious body and blood of your Son,  
that he may live in us and we in him;  
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,  
may sit and eat in your kingdom.  
Amen. 
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Alone with none but Thee, my God, 
I journey on my way; 
What need I fear when Thou art near, 
O King of night and day? 
More safe am I within Thy hand 
Than if a host did round me stand. 
 

Attributed to St Columba (521–97) 

 
 
 
 
 
God said: In every place where you find the imprint of human feet,  
there am I. 
 

The Talmud 



 

27 

 
 

Distribution 
 
All are encouraged to come forward to receive communion or a blessing 
as directed by the sidespeople. You are welcome to take communion if 
you have been baptised. If you have not been baptised and would like to 
receive a blessing, please keep your head bowed. 
 
During the distribution Lenten motets may be sung. 

 
Notices 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
 God, our comfort and our strength, 
 you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
 keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
 and inwardly in our souls; 
 that we may be defended from all adversities 

which may happen to the body, 
 and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen.  
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Perhaps most important of all, God calls us to choose to go out from 
our places of comfort into the wilderness – to those painful places of 
conflict, despair and hopelessness – and in them courageously to 
prepare for God’s presence. Lent is a season in which we are all called 
to be prophets, carrying the light of God’s steadfast love into the most 
bleak places of wilderness and there proclaiming, as Isaiah urged, ‘Here 
is your God.’ 
 

Paula Gooder, Let Me Go There (2016) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Walk tall, walk well, walk safe, walk free 
And may harm never come to thee. 

Walk wise, walk good, walk proud, walk true 
And may the sun always smile on you. 

Walk prayer, walk hope, walk faith, walk light, 
And may peace always guide you right. 

Walk joy, walk brave, walk love, walk strong 
And may life always give you song. 

 
A South African blessing 
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All Almighty and everlasting God, 
 you hate nothing that you have made 
 and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 
 create and make in us new and contrite hearts 
 that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
 and acknowledging our wretchedness, 
 may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 
 perfect remission and forgiveness; 
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
 
Dismissal 
 
The priest uses a seasonal blessing or this prayer. 
 

 Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
 to deny yourselves, take up your cross, 
 and follow him…. 
 
 Christ crucified draw you to himself, 
 to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
 a firm support for hope 
 and the assurance of sins forgiven…. 
 
   …. and the blessing of God almighty, 
   the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
   be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
 
    Go in the peace of Christ. 
All     Thanks be to God. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 
 

***  
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Responsorial Psalms 
 
The congregation joins in the response after the cantor and in between 
each verse. 
 
 

Psalm 25 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 

 

 

 
 

Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
and teach | me your paths. 
Lead me forth | in your truth, 
for you are | God my Saviour. Response 
 
Good and righteous | is the Lord, 
he brings back | those who stray, 
he guides the meek | in his ways, 
and shows his paths | to the lowly. Response 
 
All his ways are mer - | cy and truth, 
for those who are faithful | to his word. 
To those who love him, he re - | veals his mind, 
and shows them | all his will. Response 
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Psalm 51 
Have mercy on us, Lord, for we have sinned. 

 

 

 

 
 

Have mercy upon me, O God, in | your great love, 
in your compassion blot out | my offences: 
wash me thoroughly | from my guilt, 
and cleanse me | from my sin. Response 
 
To you I con - | fess my faults, 
for they ever stare me | in the face: 
against you it is that | I have sinned, 
and done evil | in your sight. Response 
 
Make me a clean | heart, O God, 
and renew a right spir - | it within me: 
cast me not out | of your sight, 
nor take your holy | spirit from me. Response 
 
Uphold me | with your might, 
and strengthen me with | perseverance: 
open my | lips, O Lord, 
and my mouth shall de - | clare your praise. Response 
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Psalm 63 

O God, you are my God, for you my soul is athirst. 
 

 

 

 
 

O God, my God, for | you I long, 
for you my soul | is athirst, 
all my being | pines for you, 
as thirsty | land for rain. Response 
 
In the sanctuary I | come to you, 
to behold your glo - | ry and might: 
to know your love is better than | life itself, 
therefore my lips shall | praise your name. Response 
 
So will I bless you | all my days, 
and lift my | hands in prayer: 
my soul shall feast up - | on your love, 
my heart exults in | you, my God. Response 
 
For you, O God, have | been my help, 
beneath your wings I | dwell secure: 
my soul shall ever | cling to you, 
and your right hand shall | hold me fast. Response 
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Psalm 103 

The Lord is compassion and love. 
 

 

 

 
 

O my soul | bless the Lord, 
and all my being, bless his | holy name: 
O my soul | bless the Lord, 
and forget not | all his love. Response 
 
He forgives you | all your guilt, 
and heals your | every ill, 
redeems your life | from the grave, 
crowns you with friend - | ship and love. Response 
 
The Lord is full of compas - | sion and love, 
slow to anger | rich in grace: 
he has not dealt with us af- | ter our sins, 
nor paid us for | all our faults. Response 
 
As far as east is | from the west, 
so far does he re - | move our sins: 
as a father has pity | on his sons, 
so the Lord has mercy | on his own. Response 
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Litany and Confession for the beginning of Lent 
 
 Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy of God. 
 
 God the Father, 
All have mercy on us. 

 
 God the Son, 
All have mercy on us. 

 
 God the Holy Spirit, 
All have mercy on us. 
  

Trinity of love,  
All have mercy on us. 
 
All Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, mind and strength. 
 We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
 We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 
All Lord, have mercy. 
  

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. 
 We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 
 We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
All Lord, have mercy. 
 
 We confess to you, Lord…. 
 ….all our past unfaithfulness: 

the pride, hypocrisy and impatience of our lives. 
All Lord, have mercy.  
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….our self-indulgent appetites and ways,  
and our exploitation of other people. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
 ….our anger at our own frustration  

and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves. 
All Lord, have mercy. 
 
 ….our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts 
 and our dishonesty in daily life and work. 
All Lord, have mercy. 
 

….our negligence in prayer and worship  
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
 Accept our repentance, Lord…. 
 ….for the wrongs we have done, 
 for our blindness to human need and suffering, 
 and our indifference to injustice and cruelty. 
All Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 
 ….for all false judgements, 
 for uncharitable thoughts towards our neighbours 

and for our prejudice and contempt 
towards those who differ from us. 

All Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 
 ….for our waste and pollution of your creation 
 and our lack of concern for those who come after us. 
All Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 
 Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
All Favourably hear us, for your mercy is great. 
 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 
All that we may show your glory in the world.  
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 By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 
All bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
All We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
 We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
 In your mercy 
 forgive what we have been, 
 help us to amend what we are, 
 and direct what we shall be; 
 that we may do justly, 
 love mercy, 
 and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen. 

 
 
Dear friends in Christ, I invite you to receive these ashes as a sign 
of the spirit of penitence with which we shall keep this season of 
Lent. 

 
All are invited to receive the imposition of ashes. 
 
 Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 
 
During the imposition the Lenten Prose may be sung. 
 
 The Lord nourish you with plentiful grace, 
 the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 
 the Lord accept your prayers, 
 and absolve you from your offences, 
 for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
All Amen. 
 
The service continues with the Peace (on page 15).  
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Baptism Service 
 

Presentation of the Children 
 
The minister addresses the whole congregation. 
 
 Faith is the gift of God. In baptism the Lord is adding to our 
 number those who are being called. People of God, will you 
 welcome these children and uphold them in their new life in 
 Christ? 
All  With the help of God, we will. 
 
The minister then says to the parents and godparents 
 
 Parents and godparents, the Church receives these children with 
 joy. Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith. Will you 
 pray for them, draw them by your example into the community of 
 faith and walk with them in the way of Christ? 
 With the help of God, we will.  
 
 In baptism these children begin their journey in faith. You speak for 
 them today. Will you care for them, and help them to take their 
 place within the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 
 With the help of God, we will. 
 

Decision 
 
The minister addresses the parents and godparents. 
 
 In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into a marvellous light.   
 To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.  
 Therefore I ask: 
 
 Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
 I reject them. 
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 Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
 I renounce them. 
 
 Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God 
 and neighbour? 
 I repent of them. 
 
 Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
 I turn to Christ. 
 
 Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
 I submit to Christ. 
 
 Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
 I come to Christ. 
 

Signing with the Cross 
 
The minister makes the sign of the cross on the forehead 
of each child, saying 
 

 Christ claims you for his own.  
 Receive the sign of his cross. 

 
 Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 

All   Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ 
 against sin, the world and the devil, 
 and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 

 
 May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, 
 restore in you the image of God’s glory, 
 and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.  

All  Amen. 
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Prayer over the Water 
 
 Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
All who is faithful till the end of time. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
 Holy God, we give you thanks and praise  
 for your gift of water in creation; 
 for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 
 bringing light and life; 
 for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 baptised in the river Jordan. 
 
 We bless you for your new creation, 
 brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 
 and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 
 washing away our sins. 
 
 May your holy and life-giving Spirit 
 move upon these waters. 
 restore through them the beauty of your creation, 
 and bring those who are baptised 
 to new birth in the family of your Church. 
  
 Drown sin in the waters of judgement, 
 anoint your children with power from on high, 
 and make them one with Christ 
 in the freedom of your kingdom. 
 for all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours, 
 now and for ever. 
All  Amen. 
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Profession of Faith 
 
 Let us affirm, together with these who are being baptised, 
  our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
 Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
 source of all being and life, 
 the one for whom we exist? 
All  I believe and trust in the Father. 
 
 Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
 who took our human nature, 
 died for us and rose again? 
All  I believe and trust in the Son. 
 
 Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
 who gives life to the people of God 
 and makes Christ known in the world? 
All  I believe and trust in the Spirit. 
 
 This is the faith of the Church. 
All  This is our faith. 
 We believe and trust in one God, 
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

Baptism 
 
The minister pours water on each child, saying 
 
 N, I baptise you 
 in the name of the Father, 
 and of the Son,  
 and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
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All say together 
 
All May God, who has received you by baptism into the Church, 
 pour upon you plentiful grace, 
 that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people 
 you may daily be renewed in the power of the Spirit, 
 and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.  
 Amen. 
 
 

Welcome and Peace 
 
 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 
 N and N, by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body. 
All  We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 
 we are children of the same heavenly Lord; 
 we welcome you. 
 
The congregation may greet the newly baptised. 
 

 If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
 The old has passed away; the new has come. 

 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 
 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
The Eucharist continues at page 17. 
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Prayer after Communion 

 
Each child who has just been baptised is given a lighted candle.  
 
 God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
 and has given us a place with the saints in light. 
 You have received the light of Christ; 
 walk in this light all the days of your life. 
All  Shine as a light in the world 
 to the glory and praise of God.  
 
All  God of glory, 

you inspire us with the breath of life 
 which brought to birth a new world in Christ. 
 May we who are reborn in him 
 be transformed by the renewal of our lives, 
 that the light of your new creation 
 may flood the world with your abundant grace; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn 
 

Dismissal 
 
 Creator of all, who in Christ gives us a spring of water 
 welling up to eternal life, 
 perfect in you the image of God’s glory; 
 and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always. 
All  Amen.  
 
 Go in the peace of Christ. 
All  Thanks be to God.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setting 
The setting of the Kyrie, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei are  
taken from the New English Folk Mass by George Timms (1910-97), 
with additional material by Martin Holford. 
  
Organ music 
During Lent, it is the custom for organ voluntaries before, 
after and during the services to be taken from the works of  
J.S. Bach (1685-1750) and his North German contemporaries. 
  
Full details of all the music at services is given on the monthly music 
scheme ‘Music at Holy Trinity’, available at the back of church and on 
the parish website www.holytrinityguildford.org.uk 
 
 
Some material included in this service is copyright: 
© 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. 
Used by permission of Hodder & Stoughton Ltd 
© The Archbishops' Council 2000 
CCL Licence no:  207431 
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