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Nehemiah 6 v.1-16 
John 15 v.12 - end 
 
May I speak in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
I think there are times when we are especially conscious of the Holy Spirit living in 
us.  Most of the time we bob along, doing what we have to do, doing what will please 
the ones we love, doing what will please the ones who pay us.  And we sort of know 
that the Holy Spirit is alongside us, but we couldn’t say that anything extraordinary 
was happening.  But then there are times when our heart swells with joy, joy at the 
beauty of a love offered, joy at the beauty of the world around us.  Our heart aches 
for joy.  And then we think, no, we know, that God is with us, that God’s Spirit has 
knocked on the door of our heart and we have let in the Holy Spirit.   
 
Of course, there are also times of distress and sorrow, of difficulty or depression.  
And our heart asks for God’s comfort and guidance.  And, for a moment, like a shaft 
of sunlight on a pool of darkness, we are given a moment of peace. 
 
But then there are times when our heart swells with anger, anger at cruelty, cruelty to  
vulnerable children in certain children’s homes, cruelty to women imprisoned and 
abused by a cipher, a betrayal, of husbandhood  or fatherhood, or cruelty to women 
and children and to men in the terrible theatres of war.  Then the Holy Spirit moves 
us to come out of our circle of concern and proclaim what is right, what we know in 
our heart to be God’s will for the vulnerable. 
 
Our world is not at ease.  In many countries, including our own, it will take people of 
particular courage, people who are moved and sustained by the Holy Spirit, to work 
for justice for those who have been violated, because the stories of the wronged and 
the violated and the injured, speak ill of those societies, and those who challenge the 
powerful in those countries in the pursuit of God’s justice will be reviled. 
 
I foresee a tragedy unfolding.  It seems to me there are women and men in our 
country and in other European countries and in the United States who are moved by 
the Holy Spirit to seek justice for all those who have been violated or injured or 
wronged or who are poor, especially those who have been oppressed and kept in 
poverty because they are black.  The tragedy which I fear is that such women and 
men of God will think it necessary to muffle and mask their passion for God’s justice 
in order to be elected to positions of power and influence by electorates who do not 
want to be taken to very uncomfortable places.   
 
For instance, the United States does not want to confront the implications of its 
slave-owning past, yet the Mason Dixon line still runs through the heart of 
Americans.  Any would be leader of the US who is fired by the Holy Spirit to seek 
justice for the poor black children of God will be reviled.   
 
 
 



 
The mainstream parties of France and Germany have to dance to a very placatory 
tune so as not to provoke fascist sympathies, especially after the backlash following 
Germany’s initial acceptance of refugees from war-torn Syria.   
 
And in our country our leaders seem to be obsessed with purity, excluding all those 
who disagree with the leadership, be it of the left or the right, inviting us all to 
embrace a national identity which is hostile to all those who do not conform, hostile 
to all those who are in any way different, any way alien.  This is the culture so 
warmly depicted and praised in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, my two least 
favourite books of the Bible. They record the rebuilding physically and spiritually of 
the people of Israel on their return from exile in Babylon.  We heard earlier Roger 
reading a passage from Nehemiah describing the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem.  The conclusion is that all that is foreign is cast off as impure, ungodly.  In 
that world, be it ancient Israel or modern Britain, who will stand up and seek justice 
for the wronged, offer succour to the vulnerable?   
 
We must believe that there will come a time when the people of Europe and America 
and the United Kingdom will open their hearts to the power of the Holy Spirit.  Then 
we could by God’s grace bring God’s kingdom on earth much nearer.  Come, Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 
 


